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As noted in a November 2011 Chesapeake Bay Program Scientific and Technical Advisory 

Committee Report,
1
 “there is increasing recognition [among scientists and policymakers in the 

Chesapeake Bay region] that 1) human dimensions need to be better integrated into efforts to 

restore ecosystem functions, reduce pollution, and manage the sustainable use of natural resources, 

and 2) our understanding of the interactions of these human dimensions with restoration choices 

requires a combination of social science approaches.”   

 

This report, a culmination of a number of interviews plus a workshop in March 2011, noted a 

number of key challenges:  

 

 “[M]any Bay leaders have an interest and recognition of the social sciences as avenues of 

research that could benefit and even advance the Bay restoration and management efforts;” 

however, “the level of interest is new” and “not even present a few years ago.” 

 

 The workshop in March 2011 explored only a “small sampling of the range of social 

science disciplines that are available to Bay restoration managers and professionals.”  The 

next task is to further explore “the variety of research available and understand how it fits 

into policy and restoration decision-making.”  

 

 Human behavior is a challenge, and given the 17 million people who live in the watershed, 

an important challenge “for Bay leaders and others to being to truly value what the social 

sciences could offer in terms of helping to understand and affect human behavior change.”  

 

The key question becomes “how different social science approaches can help [Bay leaders] make 

better policy and program decisions for restoring and sustaining the Bay.” 

 

In follow up discussions with Bay leaders, additional questions were raised, including the 

following:  

 

 How do we create/incentivize change in a way that is scaled to the right decision-making 

timeframes (for individuals, industry, others)? 

 

 How do we capitalize on the knowledge from the social sciences to inform decision 

making and change behavior?  

 

To help move the discussion forward between the Knowledge Systems for Sustainability and the 

Chesapeake Bay Program in May, we are looking for examples where the knowledge learned by 

the social science community, broadly defined, has been more fully integrated into a complex 

natural resource issue to help produce more successful results.   
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