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SPECIAL TRIBRUTARY STRATEGY
FOR FEDERAL LANDS
chesapermrroean IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

L. INTRODUCTION

efforts, Federal agencies formed a partnership with

the Diissrict of Columbia {the Distict) government
to create this Special Trbutary Strategy for Federal Lands in the
District of Columbia. The goal of the Special Straegy is to
reduce the amount of nurrients, principally nicogen and
phosphorus, entering the tihutaries of Chesapeake Bay.
Chesapeake Bay Program signavory stares are also developing
tibutary strategies to reduce the flow of nuaients us the Bay.

Nutrients and sediments enteting Chesapeake Bay pro-
foundly impace water quality, living resources, and tecre-
ational uses of Chesapeake Bay. Water clarity is reduced
when excess nurrients cause algal blooms that block sum.
light frem reaching critical Bay grasses known as submerged
aquatic vagaration {3AV}, As SAV declinee, co does the
food, sheleer, and nursery grounds for many aquatic species
including the blue ¢rab, finfish, and watedowl. Sedimencs
from erosion also sily boating channels. Controlling
stormwater runoff, 3 major soutee of nonpoint source pol-
lution, and point source discharges of nutrients is crtical o
procecdng and resroring Chesapeake Bay and its oibotaries.

Many Federal agencies ‘work with the District govErT-
ment to manage environtmentad challenges in the Discrice.
The U.S, Environmental Protecrion Agency (EPAY and the
Diistrict of Columbiz are twe of six signatodes to the 1993
Chesapents Bay Agreement thae creared the Chesapeake Bay
Program., Other signateries are the swtes of Maryland,
Pennsylvania and Virginia, and the Chesapeake Bay
Commission, & tri-state legislatve body. In the 1987
Chesapenke Bay Agreemenr, Chesapeake Bay Program part-
ners set a goal to reduce the nutrients nitrogen and phos-
phorus entering the Bay by 40% by the year 2000 Tn the
1992 Amendments 1o the Chesapecke Bay Agreement, part-
ners agreed to maintain the 40% goal beyond the year 2000
and to control nutdents ac thelr source—upstream in che
tributaries.

This Spectal Strotegy is the firs comprehensive effort w
address the activides on all the Federal lands in ¢he Dhistrice
and their inpacts on water qualiy and the Chesapeake
Bay. It is a direct result of the Agreement of Fedeval Agencies

ﬁ s part of the Chesapcake Bay Program's restoradon

ot Ecosysiem Management in the Chesapeake Bay, signed by
29 Cabinet-level and senior Federal officials on July 14,
1954, under the auspices of the Chesapeake Bay Propram's
Bederal Agencics Committee, In the 1994 Agveement, under

the peneral category of Nurriens Reduction, these officials
agreed e “eommit to do our share to meet the poal 0
teduce by 40% the loading of nutrients to the Bay by 2000
through:

# supporing the goals and action leemns of the tribucary
strategies s they arc affected by Pederal lands and
programs;

@ developing by December 31, 1993, a Special
Tributary Smaregy for Federal lands in the Districe of
Cnlimbia, where the Federd Government i a major
landholder;

@ delivery of Federal assistance by integrated resources
planning on a watershed basis g0 deat with nonpoint
sources of pollution, consistent with the 1993
Agrcement berween the USDA and the Chesapeake
Bay Program.”

The Chesapeake Bay Program jurisdictions of Virginia,
Maryland, Pennsylvandia, and the Disttict of Colurnbia ace

developing theit own srategies to reduce nutrieats in che
tribitariae, hor tha Thierrict msede chit Special Srotagy o

complement its own. Federal agencies and other partners
have worked to restore the Anacostias River and its water-
shed. The decades-long struggle to clean up the Potomac
River is well documented. However, there s no compre-
hensive or uniform strategy to specifically addiess nutrlent
Inadings from all Federal lands in che Dismcr.

This Special Strategy is adopted for the following reasons:

1. Federal lands account for approximarely 40% of the

toral land area in the District.

2. Meady all of the sensitive low-fying, riparian, or
shorellne areas of the Potomac Fiver, the Anacostia
River, and Rack Creek in the District are Federally

pwzed.




3. The District could not unilaterally address the ram.
plexities and chellenges of pollution prevention and
reduction on Federal lands. Sce the Dismict of
Columbia’s “Ribwary Nutrene Reduction Srratagy for
the Restoration of the Chesapeaks Bey (the District
Strategy), Noverber 1993, pages 2 and 24

4. The Fedeml government belioves it is important o
adopt stricter sandards for reducing loadings, These
Federal agencies will forus on pollution prevention and
abarement. All Federal agencies nesd to make the same
commdtments as the Chesapeake Bay Progrmam sig-
mitory staces aned the District.

Therefore, this Special Sirategy acknowledges and com.
rlemenes the 1983 and 1987 Chesapenks Bay Agreements
and amendments, the Diswrict of Columbia's Tributary
Nautrignt Reduction Straregy, and the Agreement of Federal
#Agencies on Ecosystem Manngemens in the Chesapeake Bay.

‘The policies voluntarily developed and accepred by the

Federal agencies in this Speciad Stiureyy present a consensus
on uniform sormwater management. These poicies anc
essential to reducing nuttients and toxics. This Special
Straizgy encourages cotnprehensive partictpation in storm.
water pollution prevention planning and facticates regula-
tory compliance. Apar from this $pecial Stratery, the EPA
bssues several stormwarer permits to the District to cover
stormwater discharges. Factlities must file a notice o he
covered by one of these permits. Some, bur not maty,
Federal facilities will need to file nodces and develap sub-
sequent stormwater pollution prevention plans. Addidonal
informauon un sunmiwater PEIMICGS 18 conthined in

Appendix B.

This Special Strategy is a voluntary agreement, It does
not relieve Federal facilitics from any legal permitting
fequirements. However, implementation of this Special
Sirategy will provide Pederal facilities with the plans neces-
sary to comply with most anticipated permic requirements.

II. AGREEMENT COMMITMENTS

goal agreed upon by the Chesapeake Executive Council of the Chesapeake Bay Program (CBF). The Diswict issued its

I n 1993, the District of Columbia embarked upon a Tributary Straregy i socordance with the 40% notmient reducton

Tifusteavy Nutrient Reducrion Strategy i Movember 1995, The July 14, 1994, Agreement of Federal Agencies on Ecorystemn
Mamagement ir: the Chesapeake Bay specifically commits Federal agencies o create this Special Tributary Straizgy for Federal

Lands in the District of Columbie.

The Federal goverament owns approximately 40% of the land in the District. The Federal agencies that own, oversce,
or assist with the management of lands, facilities, and narural resources in the District will assist the District povernment

and the CEP in reducing the flow of nutrients to the sutface warers of Chesapeake Bay and its tibutaries.
We, the undersigned representatives of the Federal agencies, resolve w: exercise stewardship wo protect the environmenr;

assist the government and the residents of the Districr of Columbia; and carry out the following part of this Special Trbutary

Siraregy for Federal Lands in the Distnct of Cohmbia:

1. STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLANS AND MANAGEMENT

We will perform a complete review of stormwares pollution prevendon plans for che iands and facilines thar we own or
manzge. If such plans are not already in place, we agree oo wrice complete and detailed plans and o subrait them to the
the District Department of Conswmer and Regulacory Affairs {DCRA] for revlew. The plans shall address starage capac-
ity for the initial one-half inch of rainfall for ol impetvious surface arca. Best Management Practice (BMP} retrofits
and implementation feasibilicy assessmencs shall be a part of such plans. BMPs should emphasize, to the extent possible,
nawral features, We also agree 1 comply with applicable Discrict and EPA scormwarer permaits. (Completion by December
31, 1997, respeceful of any pevmit vequirements. TXCHA o5 tead.}
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NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

We will perform a complete review of nugient tanagement plans for the lands and facilities [hat we owm or manage, If
such plans are not already in place, we agres to write and implement complete and specific plans in accordance with
Chesapeake Bay Program principles of nutrient manageraent. Plans will be reviewed by the Chesapeake Bay Progranys
Nutrient Subcorumnittee. (Natural Resonrces Conservarion Service [NRCS/ to issuee guidence recommendarions by July 31,
1996, Implementation of plang by July 31, 1997 NRCS a5 lead )

LANDSCAPING

We will enconrage the developmene and implementation of landicaping practices and designs that are borh economi-
cally and environmeneally beneficial, in accordance with the Pridendal Memorandum on Environmenmally and
Econemically Beneficial Practires on Federal Landscaped Girounds tssued on Aprl 26, 1994, Reducing the use of notrients
and pesticides and improving habitat and wildife oppormnirics ars the princigal goale. (Curendy ongeig, MNeional
Arboretum, ARS, and the District Cooperarive Extension Seryice as co-feads.}

FEDERAL FUNDING

We will participate fully in convening and attending an annual workshop focusing an Federal financial assistance vehi-
cles such as grants, Toans, in-kind setvices and related ineeragency agreements available to the District of Columbia snd
to Federal agenvies duar further che goals of this Speciat Straregy, We will pursue Combined Sewer Crverilow {C50% abace-
ment, upgrades to the Blue Plains Wastewater Treatmenr Plant, ¢emstruction of BMP Retrofits, and similar projeces. YW
will work to assute compliance wich Federal stormwarer permitting requirements. (First meeting to be held by December 3],
1926, LS. Anmy Covps of Engineers and EPA as co-leads. )

- FEDERAL FACILITY SITE ASSESSMENTS

We will eonduct and participate in ac lease one Federal facility site asseasment per year through the vear 2000 on Federal
properties in the District of Columbia. lssues such as nuesicnt management, turf manggement, nonpoint source pollu-
tion control and landscaping will be stressed in these site assessments. The site assessments will follow the formar of the
Federal Facility Site Assessment Frotacol developed by the Federal Agencies Committee (FACY of the Chesapeaks Bay
Program. (Ongoing Natiang! Park Service and Chesapeake Bay Programs's FAC as eo-leads. )

- EDUCATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

We will fully participate in convening and attending an annual technology transfer workshop designed o assist Federal
agencies with improving urban nuetient management and stormwatet controls. {Birst workshop to be held by December 3],
1996, DCRA as lead )

OCOORDINATION, EVALUATION AND REPORTING

We will fully participate in 2 cootdination and communication group of Federal and District of Columbia agencies. The
group will share information, provide assistance, and improve interagency coordination regarding the envitonmental and
natural resources management of Federal fands in the District of Columbia, The group will ensure that the commirments
of this Special Straregy are being met. The group shall meet at least semiannually and be tesponcible for providing an
ahnual progiess report to the signatories of this document, (Initial veport to coincide with the 1997 Biennial Progress Rebort
of the Federal Agencies Erosystem Agreement. Chesapeake Bay Programs's FAC as fead )
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FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
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FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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