FTATEMENT OF ZO0OPERATION
REGARDING USE AND PLACEMENT

OF

DREDGED MATERIAL

IN 'THE MARYLAND PORTION COF THE

CHESAPEAKE BAY

x gN ORDER TO support the State of Maryland's efforts to identify a long-term economically and
environmentally sound dredged marerial placement plan, in accordance with Pederal and State taws:

%REAS, the Port of Baltimore makes o vory sipmidi-
cant coatribution to the economic health of the Stare of
‘sland arvf the nation, generatng:
bstantially in exeess of $2 hillion per year in rcanomic
wcdviey in Maryland; .
= employment for 62,500 Marylanders, of whom 18,000 are
direcdy smployed in port jobs;
= 5141 million in state and local taxes each year; and
* $400 million i United States customs receipts; and

%[ERFAS, the natural resources of the Chesapeake Ba

slen mals 8 wery signifirame e 1o the i

- health of the State of Maryland, genemacing:

¢+ 37385 mllin in recreation related to aquatic resources,
including direct expendicure for fishing, waterfow] hunting
and nonconsimprive recreatian;

= $60 miflin iin commeretal findish and shefffish landings;

« $1 biflion in expenditures and 18,000 Jobs related to bay
boating activities; and -

* condidons for the continuation of the cultural heritage of
Maryland's warermen; and

%ERPAS. the State and Federa! Governments have
invested millions of dollacs o construct and malntrin nav-
‘on channeks, and the wclfare of che Porr i dependent
. maintenance of these ship channcls, raquiting removal

of 4 millinn eobic yatds of materal annuslly in Maryland
waters of the Bay, which along with any approved deepening
and widening -projects potenzially generates more than 100
millicn cubic yards of material sver twenty years to be placed
in dredped matenial placement sites, which amounes are well i
excess of exsting disposal capacity, thus wrgently requiring
identification of suitable new dredgsd marerial placement
sites; and

FLAIEREAS, State and Federal funding for dredged mate-
rial placement sites ¥ constrained, with Federal policy gener-
ally cequiring chac sives be funded by stace or local parties; and

%EREAS, the Stace and Federnl Governments, having
invested oillions of dollars to protect, restore and improve the
quality of the Chesapeake Bay, agree thac it is important to
continue progress procecting, restoring and improving water
qualivy and fish and wikdlife habétat to sustain environmental,
ceonenic, socal and recreanonat bencfits related ctherota;
and

%‘IEREAS. Federal and State agencies have engaged in
prelininary sceening and evaiuation oo identify placement
apciome mone feashle ta be carriad out In compliznee with the
Mational Environmental Policy Act, the Fldh and Wild-
life Coocdination Act, and other Jaws and regulacions (sec

Appendin};




Aow THEREFORE, we the undersigned parties, agree as follows:

1. An important goal related to the Port of Baltimore's dredged
material placement program is the Pratection and enhance-
ment of the Chesapeake Bay. Given the provisions of State
and Federal law, the larpe volume of material to be dredged,
and the growing constiaines on State and Federal funding,
we recognize that consideration must be given to a wide
range of factors including cost reduction, technological
capabilities, avoidance and minimzation of environmental
mmpacts, natural resource CESLOTAtIOoN, community concems
amul timaly sohations in the auleciion and approval of place-
Ment Kites.

2. In order thad the Maryand dredged material placement
program will be afinrdabic, cost cffective and environmen.
tally sound, halancing natural tessurce beneficial wse and
economic inceresis, the State Plag shauld Encompass a
variety of dredged material placement techniques, which
may include bue not be limieed tor
a, open water placemern,

. upland and marine concainment sices, and

<. envitonmental cnhancoimeng projects, c.g., island and
wetland creadondrestoration, fish and wildlife habitar
creation, and shoreline restoracion,

Bach proposcd altemative site should be evaluated for q)

potential elements to benefic the navyral resolirces of the
Chesapeake Bay and modiiicd if appropriate and feasitle,

)

+ The dredged marenal plan shoold include montoring
before, during and afier placement, as appropriate, o
enture envirenmental quality and proceciion of natoral
TCECHRCes.

b

- Implems s seinn of the Biaec'a TMan s conangent on the
results of required environmenial evaluarions and the
approval of necessary Fedecal, Stace and local permits fof
cach site.

We will erveer inroa partnarship agreement wich appLuTiate
Prowvisions o concurrsnthy revicw individual sites under the
State Plan in order to coordinate review processes to mini-
mize delay.

hat

6. Wi pledge 1o conrinue to work in s coopetative and expe-
ditious manner & find solutions 1o meet the Stare’s twenty-
year dredged material placement needs, consistent with
applicable State and Federal laws.

GEURTHER, the attached State of Maryland Lredped Material Management Plan contains the following elements:

I. Pooles Istand Area Open Water Placement Site: {Expand
area currently used kr open water piscement (o address
- dredged material placemens shortfall}

1. Hart Millar Teland Contatamcnt Gie: (Ramse dikes to
increasc capacity)

3. CSX/Cox Creek Continment Site; (Build containmment
site adjacent to the Baltimore Harbor)

4. Poplar Island Beneficial Use Project: (Devclop a bensfi
cial use site, restoring eroding islands)

3. Additional open water placement site{z): {Macetnent of
clean matcrial in one or mors open waker sltes; peeliminary
screening has resuleed tn the denclfication of Site 104 {Kent
[sland); Site 171 (Swan Potni West); and the Werron Poine
Orpen Warer Sice fx furdher consideraton)

6. Long-term upper Bay placement site: (Build a major
contamment/matural respurees beneficlal use project—arti-
ficial isdand-—in the Bay north of the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge; preliminary screening has resulted in the identifica-
tkm of ‘Iolchester West; Site 168; Site 171 (Swan Point
West}: and the Pooles Bland area for furdher consideration).

The Plan ealls for additional preliminary screening of sites
under numbers five and six above by September, 1996,

The listing of the itcras above dues nog preclude further con-
sideration or cvaluation of other dredged materal placement
aprions. Rar example, shoreline scabilization projects, s varlery
of natural fesource bencficial use projeces including marsh-
lands, ayster bars, agquatic reefs, eic., wpland or marine con-
rainment sices and open water placement may be considered.




e N CONCLUSION, we affirm our support for the State of Maryland's efforr to establish a long-term
environmentally sound dredged material placement plan. We recognize the value of working together o

" nwify sites which meer environmental and other regulatory reguirements. We commit to work in patt-

ship with the public to assure full opportunity for review of each proposed site without pre-judgment and :
in compliance with applicable laws and regularions. And we sgree to work wgether to facilitate the expedi- :

tious review and evaluation of these sites.
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APPENDIX

PRIMARY FEDERAL STATUTES GOVERNING DREDGING
IN THE MARYLAND PORTION OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY

Clean Warer Aci
Codstal Zone Management Aet
Endangered Species Act

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

Merchant Marine Act of 1920
National Environmental Policy Act

Rivers and Harbors Act 1899
Warer Resources Develppment Acts
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