MEMORANDUM OF UMDERSTAND NG
BETHEEN THE NATIONAL QCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
AND THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

I. Purpose

This memgrandum of understanding establishes the participation of
Natjonal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in the Chesapeake
Program {CBP). It reflects a mutual desire that tha rapabilities of NOAA
In the area of envirommental studies contribute to the ¢leanup of the
Chesapeake Bay, further, that State/Federal resscurca managsment functions,
in such areas as coastal zone and fishery management, benefit from and
are coordinated with cleanup activities,
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II. Backgrouwnd

The CBP operates under an agreement among the Gavernors of the States
-of Maryland, Virginia and Pennsyivania: the Mayer of the District of
Columbta and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
. (EPA). The agreement provides for executive direction exercised through
- . an Executive Council composed of cabinet officials of the States and the
District of Columbla, and Lhe DIrector or ERA'S ¥egion 11l. Management
of the CBF is exercised by an Implementation Committee composed of State,
- o -Federal, and District officials acting on the recommendations of func-
. “tional subcommittees. Overall CBP staff support 1s provided by the
iy . Chesdpeake Bay Liafson Office in EPR. - -~

_géfgggThn National Oceanic and Atmaspheric Administration eperates wisder
“othe following principal awthorities: Marine Pratection Research and .
3anctuaries Act, Natfonal Ocean Pallution Planning Act, Natfonal Sea

. Brant College Act, Coasta) Zone Management Act, Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, Fish and Wildl4fe Coordination Act, -
Anadromous Act Conservation Act, and Commercia) Fisheries Research. and
Development Act. These laws and nthere antharize NOAA to conduct and
Coordinate both scientific and management functions relevant to the
cleznup of the Chesapeake Bay,

In ad&ition'to these authorities, the Congress has given further
guidance 1n the appropriation process as to orablems of particular

concern and interagency coordination. This memorandum responds to that
guidance.

III. Understandings

A. NOAA Participation in CBP Institutional Structure

HOAA w311 participaie actively In the insTitutionazl structure
of the CBP, in particular, NOAA will be represented on the Implementation
Committee {the Commfttee) by the Director, NOAA Estuarine Programs Office
{NOAA Office); and on gach subcommittee of the Committee by appropriate



. -Chesapeake Bay data Base.
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NOAA 1ine organization representative in the NDAA Office or other appro-
priate NOAA personnel. NOAA personnel will participate In activities of
the Chesapeake Bay Liaison Office as needed, with up to one man-year
dedicated to coordinating activities.

B. N{AA Participation 1n the COP

NOAA annually will propose and distribute a Plan of activitias (or
changes thereto) to be presented to the Committee for its review and
advice when the CBP budget 15 reviewad. The pilan will be developed and
raintained by the NOAA Office. Decisions on the availability of NOAA
funds or personnel. the depInyment of data acquisition syatems, field
research, and the structure of data bases necessarily remaln with the
NOAA ¥ine organization responsible for a given activity. However,
every effort will be made to blend the requirements of the CBP and
NORA's mission-related programs, specifically: -

H

1. EPA and NOAA will work together in creating and maniging the

0 EPA agrees to provide trafning on the YAX 11/78G for the NOAA

" Office staff, and to pravide appropriate User access to the (BP data

base.
¢ Relevent data w111 de exchanged.

a0  NOAA agrees to assign persennel to work with ane sugpport the

.- "..abogve effort, as well as facilitate the transfer of appropriate NOAA Bay
- -related data into the CBP data base. ' -

¢ Throegh the VAX 11/78¢ system, EPA wil) provide KOAA with

) .aﬁcess to the water quality monftoring data now being assembled,

© EPA will cnordinate ite campling of organics and weLals In
sediments and tissues with MOAA's dnterest in 1iving marine resources.
This would idelede coordinating decisions on station selection, sampling
and quality assurance {QA} protocels, and related sampling of 11ving .
marine resources.

0 NOAA will coordinate the Che<apeave Bay environmental quality
PORITAring actiMties of its Mational Status and Trends Program with EPA,
particularly with reference to station selection, sampling and quality
dssurance protocols and analytical techniques.

0 NOAA agrees to reestablish Teag term hydrographic monitoring
buoys 1n Chesapeake Bay at sTtes chosen through putual consultation. The
data will be shared by EPA and NUAR modelfng and monitoring staffs and
their representatives,

? G 2. EPA and MOAA wiil covperate in ioniioring the say and 1ts-living o
'_-:frgsuurces.__ T B . _

g
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O  NOAA agrees to work with the states in fishery related
matters Tncluding catch statistics, sampling protocols and resource asses.
ment of key finfish and shellfisn species in the Chesapeake Bay and to
encourage special studies in areas such as histopathology, hypoxia and
sublethal effects of pollution on 1iving marine recources {LMAs}.

3. EPA and NOAA wil) tooperate in bringing special resources to
bear on Chesapeake Bay probTems.

: 0 3uch resources include NOAA's Sea Grant College, Coastal
Zone, Management and Estuarine Sanctuarfes Programs. and NOAA'e and FPA's
Vaboratories and remngre sensing capabilities,

o EPA and NQAA agree to cuprdinate their hydragraphic and
water quality modeling capabilities to maximize understanding of the
estuary, : -

P @ EPA and NOAA will encourage otner creative, cooperative
; efforts relating to the Bay,

€. Public Participation and Information

L The CBP is an widertaking to restore the resources of the

.. Chesapeake Bay and ftc tributaries to full productiviiy rfor the penerit

- of regional residents, the coast-wide economy, and the Kationzl welfare.
.To assure representatian of interstate constituencies, NOAA will par-

o tictpate 1in identifying appointments to the Citizens Advisory Committee

. " authorized by the CBP Executive Council and the dissemination of reparts

RS An'ahnua1 repart o the state of the Bay required by the
' Lhesapeake Bay Agreement of 1583, will be developed by NOAA 4n cenjwmc-

D, Federal Administration _ L.

NOAA recognizes the role of EPA as the lead agency for
Federal participation in the {BP. CBP recoonizes NOAA's expertise in
(LMR (including anadromous} management and the need to define the rela-
tionship between environmenta) quality and health of the resocurce.
NOAA and EPA will share equipment, detall personnel, and provide access
to laboratory facilities to the extent that such actions do not hinder
their miscion-rajated programs. Such actions wWill be governed by spe-
¢ific agreements for the use, 1iability, duratien or gther stipulation
of stewardship, :

Iv. Authorities

Hathing in this momerandum of understanding elLers the statutory
author{ties and responsibilities of NOAA or EPA, It is intended to
facilitate those authorities and responsibilities threugh the cooperative
mechanism of the CBP.



¥ Uuration

This memorandum of uwnderstanding becomes effective on the date
of signature by both parties and continues for the duration of the CEP
or unt1]l modified by mutual consent or unless terminated with 30 days
written notice by efther party,
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