e L T - e e e e

MERGRANDUM OF UNDERSTAMDING
BETWEEN THE If.5. BEGLOGICAL SURVEY AMD
THE EHVTRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
IN REGARD TN CHESAPEAXE EAY

The IL.5. Gealogical survey [IN5GS) igrees to join with the Envlroncental
Protection Agency (EPA) as 2 conrrd buting aemtzr of the fnstitutional Trame-

wark estab?ished by the Chesapeake Bxy faecutive Council., In particular,
RS wiT) detdvaly participate bn Lioe pgnit oring dnd Mdeling sng Research

Subcommittees of the tmplementarign Committee, This document represeats the
teginning aof a new lavel of taoperation between USG5 and EPA To afsure that
the mandate of edch agency is applied most ef fectively to achieve The water
Quelity end natwral resgyrce geals For Chesapeaks May. The mESOrindum pro-
vides constructive guidince for Interictions between the signatory Agencies,
It does not limit the cooperative or creative process byt pravides a1 bagix
for progress towards a clainsr ang mare productive (hesapeake Bay,

He the Enviranmesta] Pratection Agzncy and the U.5 Geolegical Survey
muturally agree to pursus the followi ng 90aTs and objectives, conststent with
agency policies and resources avallasle in each succeeding fseal yoar:

1. We agres that the |5 workplan: g5 related to Chesapeake Bay will -
reflect a cognizance of current Bay ialtlatives and will be made avaijaple
Tor review and tosment by the [mplamenzacion Committee for the purpase ang
intent of ensurfng the hecr pecsitla allasstion of 1eaguries (gwargs Tne RO%T
productive possible goals in rectord ng the Bay system. USG5 will provide
#nnually an informal umary of progress on projects as related to the
Chasapeike Bay Program,

2. USGS recegnizes with EPA and the States, the vital naturs of the
FalT Line data base and will seek to conperate {n extending collection of
these data on a continuing Tong-term easis,

3. USGS and EPA recognize the Importance of sccurate constituent.lozd
estimites for myjor tributaries ta the Bay and the pateatial great coit to
soctety §f manygement decisions are bised on incomplete tnforastion,
Accordingly, USGS and EPA will pursue a research effart designed ty avaluats

s alternative metnods of calculating loads, based on flow and constityent
toncentration fnformation, )

. d. USG5 and EPA recognize the areat impastancs of the recasrah snd
3ampl INg WOrK curtently yaderway oo the lower Potomac: estuary and the great
value of the wark USG5 carrfed put in the early 1985*s on The sime estuary.
DSES therafore assures that 1t will seek to Rave 1tz investipators make the
Ingights from these valuvanle ftudies available 1o the decisionmaking come
munity as expeditiously ag possible, by way of sppropristely.timed seminars,
17 appropriste, 1t is especiail ¥ faportant that routine dita collection bs
brougrt nto the Bay-wids gaty pase in Annapal 15 as expediticusly as

pre-establ faheg Fr‘ojectﬁhns ralt. Putttertion rlahre of tha $ndfvtdusl
cantribwtiny auiencist 11, of course, be protected. . . o=
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S« EPA agrecs 45 mako, w2 appropriate, 3kaff apaun wnd aLuEys v Lhe ' BECEETEE K
T wide data base and computer center Tacllities available for USES pecsonnel. . e
oo ISGS will. where practical and feazisle, assign parsoansl to worg at the : : ST
.. ' Lisison Bffice %n Annapolfis on joint activities ldentdfied in tris LT ;
senorandum, EPA agrses to provide training om ity ¥AL 117780 far the USGS Coa
staff and to provide uier accounts. ) R St Z

G. EPA and USG5 agrea to foiln fa & smutwlly supportive effort to tdentify
the prpreicas narnckary for wodaling Charspaste Bay and St waturched in a

manner effective a5 & management tool, recognizing that the joint effort of
“""} sgencies will produce ¢ strongsr product, more acceptadle to the user
coamunity. . -

7. The USHS agrees to work direct]y with EPA end WOAN 1n providing tech.
nical astistence fn developing carcographic techniques to aid in understanging
the time, course and fmpacts of saysagement actions, chiefly those directed gt
non-palnt squrcas propiess above the Fall VT1ae.  10SRS will confer wilh FRA in
fdentifying data production prioritfes and schedules. USGES will work with EFA
and HOAL through cost sharing or daty purchate arrangewsnts to produce digital
cartographic dats regquired tg fupport these technlgoes,

&. EPA and U555 recognize the Ispartance of ground watsr to the Bay.
Accordingly, the agencies will sask to cooperate in evaluating the fmpact of
ground water on the Bay and the potential effscts of surface-water-quality-

Lo, cootrol strategies on ground-water gualfty fa the Bar basins.

L " §., Nothing 1n this meworandus of understanding alters the statutory
vthorities and responsipilitfes of the USGS. 1t ft ntended to Tacilitete
Ahoie quthorities through the conperytive mectonisms of the Chesipesks Bay

Program.

; .'5. GeolagTcal Turvey Environmenial Protaction Agency
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