MEMORANDUM OF RDERSTANDING
Antwaor tha
U. 5. Fish znd wildlife Sarvice
and the

U, &. Evvirormental Protecrion Apgeney

I. PUBPOSE
Thiz Msmoxandum of Tdrrertandiog provides Fur echaneed ssoperation
between the U.5, Fizh and Wildlife Servica's (FWS) and tha 0.5, Envirommencal

" Pratection Apency's Chesapenke Bay Program (EPA/CEP). This apresment is

establizhad for the purpese of facilitating exchange of informarion batyenn
dgencles and to hefghten the awarenesss of the othar’s activiries so that
optimw Federal and state cooperation is achieved in sarh agency’s efforcs to
&ssist with the {mplementation of the 1957 Chezaprake Bay Afracnans.

II. UNDERSTANDING

The Supervisor, Anhapolis Field Office, will ba the IWS member on the CRP
Implemantation Committee and Fedoral Agencies Commirtes, and FWS parsonmal
will be meabers of Agrasmane greupa, <3 appxvpelace.  Technical assSistancs
provided by FWS persomnel may includs, but not be limirsd to, hebitar
clagsificarion and 2apping, fleld surveys and inventories, resource o
assessmants; wetland protection, resource prragement plans, amadromous fish
restoration, centaninant Smpacts on fFish and wvildlife ressurces, cumulative
impect and twend imalyses, and description of ecological relationships. FWS

dgrees to provide anmual work Plans, activit{es reporrs sm pragrecs, :nd inpus
T I‘:L'ua,l.n.m documnhts . . . . . .

I11. AREAS OF FW§ AND EPA/CBE PARTIGIPATION

Tha EPA/CAP and FWS, Tecognizing specific expertise in sach agancy,:agrée

that tha\fn‘ﬂnui-na prograsg ohall be vvuperacively undertaken:

1. VWetlands - Tus has had 2 traditiscnal involvepent wirthin weTland
resources, emphasfzing their habitat value for waterfowl, endangerad G
species, and other wildlife, and has also Played a major role in wetlands
regulatory evalvacion and protection. Tncluded in the general wetlands
category ara nen-tidal wetlznds and cubmarged amratis regavacion (SAW), - .
in aacition to tidal wetlands. Working with other Fedaral agenciss such
25 Corps of Engiriears, National Marine Fisheries Service (NNFS), EPA, apd
state agencies, whieh slrendy meet te Jelntly avaluute'cartain,qgtlgydf:f'
activiciss, FWS end EPFA shall help to develop a cobarent and consistent
policy of maximm protection for Chexapeake Bay vetlands. FWS working -



with other Federal agencies will alse teview che efficacy of current
wetlands protection mechanisme and assess opportunities e enhance
wetlend protection through inereased public awareness and .{nvolvement.

2.  Flish and U11d1ifs Resources - Eecopnlzing that tha anriwse Mhacapanies
bday"s natural system must be restored te "health® and desizable
productivity, FWS will participate im the development of che fallowing
Tesource management plans: fisheriex wia menhership on the Chesapeaks
Bay Stock Assessment Committes; waterfovl with appropriate stare )
zgencies; and submerged aquatie vegetation with rhe SAV Uork Group which
is chaired by FWS.  FWS's traditional habitac approach will be taken In

thexa mansgemont plane, vherever feaailble.

3.  Anadromons Fizh Researsh and Restoration - FUS will provide
technlcal assistance end coordination to states and other Federal
agencises with inicial emphasis on striped bass. Technical assistance
#ill foecus on rearing striped bass for augmenting~wild populstions. FUs
Hational Figsh Hatcheries will ba used, and FUS will comtinuse :
percicipation in multi-state tagging of striped bagz for assessing
success ‘of the hatchery effert and natural recruicment. The coordinstor
will ba responsibla for liaisen with the ctater and orhar Fadaral
agencles during Joint preparatien of anadromeus FLsh restoracion rlans
and evaluatisn of the restoration effort. The FWS also will sonducc
striped bass research which is investigating impact of contaminants and
fishing mortelircy.

4.  Biological Monltorfng - In keeping with tha need to establish
linkages betwsen living resources and water qualicy within the Bay
ecosystem, FWE will participara in developing a comprehensiva biological
menitoring program, via its representation en the Monitoring and Living
Resources gubcommivtess. Implementacion of tha propram will alen
focliivate TFacking the stztus and trends of kay or indicator bislogical
species and assemblapes in the Bay.

5.  Restuzce Contemfnant Analyels - FUS will continue an sctive progran
of specific s{re evaluartions te mssess Ixpaczs en living rescurces of
toxicants issving frem MPDES and Superfund peint sourees, Results of
bismonituring mathadalegior eush oe ricous amalvyiz, bicazxzay ainl :
bistepathelogy will ba supplied te EPA and state agencies, with
recommendations for peductions in allowehls dischairges of the harmful
substances. FW5 has an ongoing biannual NMational Conteminant

. Biomenitering Frogram st thres Chesapeake sites; results will be supplied

to BPA.

€.\ WS Tacllicles - (WS, recognizing its Tesponsibilicies concerning
property holdings through the Bay drainage area, will develop work plans

and strategies for control and reduction of point and nonpoint sources of,
nutrient, toxlc and conventional pelluticn from all FWS facilitiss within

the Bay drainage basin, These products will be used by EPA to produce an

overall Faderzl Facilivies Strategy. WS facilivias will be included in

£he public access inventory a= Apprapet ney



?.  NKompolnt Souree RBupoff Conerol . Expertize in upland ecology
po3sessed by WS biologists enmables che F¥S to play an effective role in
improving land use practices which currently degrade the waters in the
Chesapeake Bay vatershed, FWS will assist Federal, state and local

Agenciez to develop inreprated Iand uea Trogrume daaipawd oo ragues goetl
ELoslen and nonpoint source runofi. Hanagement practicas will be .

identifsed by FWS which will improve problenm areas; EFA will assigt ip
disseminating fnformation abouc successful and recommended techniques
that reduce sedimene end nonpoint source Iimpacts, .

8.  Publie Avarcncss Program - FWS will continue o produce variane
prodoces aimed et hatghoening PUublic awareness and understanding of
Chesapeake Bay resources and problems. Fisld guides, rexource trend
Feporcs, and additidnal faet theets, will be. includad jin this program,
adding to Previcously-preduced brochures, Pasters, amnd educational
material=. A& commumicatian plan will be preduced sutlining cthose and
other plant ar strategies, to be integrated into-an overall Bay-wids
communication plan,

$.  Dota Management - FWS will provide data sbtained In its coaperacive
activicles to the Ghp's Gompurer facility, for inclusion im the
Chesapeake Bay data base, FWS shall have computer access to thegse and
other dara entered or received by GEP, as ap equal user. XPA further
Agreers Lo provide FYS wirh Appropriate training and assistance in the uxe
of the compirsr faniliny o piuwute FWs contylburions to restoration
effort. EPA agress te provide copies of all study reports condugted
under the Bay Prograng,

IV, EXISTING RESPONSIBILITIES AND AUTHORITIES

I'V3 svcognizas the rtesponsibility of GEP for develeping increased Federal
pParcicipation in cocperative Chesspeake Bay aceiviries. To asgist in -
achisving this objective, FY3 will use {ts aguipment, persermel and
adminfstrative SUPpOXT to assist with the efforts of the Chesapsake Bay
Erogram to the extenc that guch actions do mot hinder itz mixzisn.Telated
Programe as related to ftatutory mandates and other FW3 responsibiliviss. FPa
agress to fconsider funding arranfemsnta £ou FWS work and Liaigon activicies
which are not funded by Congressional appropriation to the Service, but which -
%erve the restoration wffore,

Ktiﬂﬁ responsibilities in Gheéapeake Bay ave: wigratory bird ctudies and
Precestion, anadropeus Fishes (with HMFS}, endangered species (with RFSY,

Naticnal Wetlands Inventory obligations, Tefuge management, snd a2 wida range
of regulifusy reviaw duties, penarally coversd by such laws as the Fizh and

Wildlife Coordination Act, Endengered Species act, National Environmental =
Protection Act, and assistance supplied to other apencies to Fulfill Eheir

. Yegpensibilivies include thoge outlined in the Clean Water sct which
especially apply we {hesapeske Bay depradatiog.

It ir anticipated thar rha Aganefen will cwwplementc ome anpother in rche -
- Achisvement of mutually desirable ebjectivas, Decisions op the availabilicy
of funds or parsonnel gnd ether internal matters will necestarily remaln
within each agency. .




¥. DISCLAIMER -

authoilvy v COPIOINATLON responsibilicy of each agency In adwinistration of
ivs staturory obligations. It is intended te facilirate those authorities
through che cooperative mechaniems of the CBE.

¥I. DURATION

This Memcrandum of Understanding supercedes the Novesber 21, 1884, :
Memorapdum. It becomas effective on the date of signerure by boch parties and
continues for the duration of CBP or until modiffed by mutual consent or
unless terpinated with 30-days written notire by elther party,

oeirnd] D), Kt

Howard ¥. larsen

Administracter, Region IIT - Reglonal Directer, Region 5 s

U.5. Enwironmental Protection Apency U.§. Fish and Wildlifa Service




