MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
EETWEEN THE

TTANITED STATES DEPARTHMENT Ur THE INTERIOR,
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL OFFICE

AND THE

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENGCY
REGION IO

CONCERNING THE

CIHESAFEAHR K BAY GATEWAYS STUDY

i’.. Purposa

In response to the. Flanal Yesr 1001 Approprislivns Act, the Mid-Atlantic
Regional Office of the National Pagi Service iz conducting the Chesapeaks Bay

understanding with- the Environmenta] Protection Agency Region IIT
- Chesapeaks Bay Program (EPA/CBF) for the purpose of facilitating the
exchenpge of information anpa expertise necessary o earry out the
Oongresalonally directed Chesapeake Bay Gateways Study.,

The purpose of the Cheszpeake Bay Gateways Study is to develop alternative
concepts on enkancing public access, Providing public education and
Interpretation on Chesapeake Bay natural and sulturs] beritape, and toidentiry
approprists, fature roles fur the Natlonal Park Service in the on-going
atate/federa] Chesapeals Bay protection effort., The Study will be based on
current {nformation available on the netural, culturel and recreational
Tesources “of the Cheaspeaks Bay Region and shall be carried out in
coordination with etate and federal Programs, lncorperating the results and
recommendationa of existing efforts and Provouting duplication of activitiss,

presenting options and alternative concepts for enhancing public access
interpretation and conservation of the Chesapeske Bay.



II. Understanding

1) The National Park Service recognizes the comprehensive public effort to
Testore and protect the Chesapeake Bay set forth by the 1987 Chesapeaks Bay
Agreement committing Penasylvania, Maryland, Virginiz and the federal

government toc cooperatively achiave goale and manage the Bay as an
intograted coosyaloin.

2) The National Park Service also recogmizes the regponsibility of the
' EPA/CHP, representing the federsl government, under the 1987 Agreement to
organize, essist and coordinate the various federal, stete and local government
ectlons collectively carried out and raferred tn ag the Chesapealcs Bay Progrom.

3) The EPA/CBP also solieits public input for incorperatior into proposed and
evolving polloies and projects carried out under the Chesapeake Bay Program.

4) To assist In achieving the goals and tasks of the Chesapeaks Bay Gatewavs
wtuay, the National Park Service will consult with the EPA/CBP, sharing work
plans and study progress reports, and will seek input during the study from
the EPAJCBP and from other state and federal particlpants in the Chesspeake
Bay Frogram. The National Park Service will provide the EPA/CBP the

opportunity to review, and provide input to, the draft and finsl versions of the
wtudy raport. :

5) By entering into this study agreament, the EPA/CBP will assist the National

Park Service In carrying out project tasks by sharing information, providing

guidance and advice, and developing opportunities, where appropriate, for

study presentations and discussiona duoring Ray Program meotinges. The

EPA/CHP also agrees to assist in the distribution, for review and comment, of

both draff and final versions of the study report. -
* ]

€) Upon conolusion of this study and production of a final study report, both
agencies will consider the establishment of processes to continue coordination
uwnd cooperailon with respect to the Chesapeaks Bay, if appropriate and
dependent upon avallable resources. To this end, both agoncies will assess
" aliernatives and possible options during the term of this agreement related o
opportunities and procedures for on-going working relationships between both
agencies related to rescurce conservation znd the Chesapeake Bay.



This Memorandum of Understanding becomes effective on the date of signaturs:
by both parties and continues for ope year until moedified by mutual consent
or unless terminated with 30-days written notice by citber party.
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