
  
 
 
 

 

 

March 17, 2018 

 

 

Mr. Nicholas DiPasquale  

Director, Chesapeake Bay Program and 

Chair, Chesapeake Bay Program Management Board 

410 Severn Avenue  

Annapolis, Maryland 21403 

 

Re: Draft update to Chesapeake Bay Agreement 

 

Dear Mr. DiPasquale and Management Board 

 

The Coalition for Smarter Growth is the leading organization in the Washington D.C. region dedicated to 

making the case for smart growth. Our mission is to promote walkable, inclusive, and transit-oriented 

communities, and the land use and transportation policies needed to make those communities flourish. 

We work on smart growth-friendly policies in the District of Columbia, Montgomery and Prince 

George’s counties in Maryland, and the City of Alexandria and Arlington and Fairfax counties in 

Virginia, while also supporting groups in Richmond, Hampton Roads and the Shenandoah Valley and 

working on state transportation and land us policy. We spearheaded an approach with the Choose Clean 

Water Coalition to link smart growth with addressing the Chesapeake Bay Watershed's stormwater 

challenges.  We have attached the final draft, although not the version that CCW has placed on its 

letterhead. 

We are very disappointed by the failure of the draft update to the Chesapeake Bay Agreement to address 

land use, stormwater and climate change. Therefore we request that all three of these issues to be 

addressed. Specifically: 

Land Use:  Over the past decade Washington DC has added 83,000 residents on a very small percentage 

of the Bay watershed land. Vehicle registrations have also declined during the same period and the mode 

share for transit, walking and bicycling is well over 60 percent. At the same time, the new development is 

retrofitting stormwater management. Arlington County, Virginia has focused all of its new growth in its 

two Metro corridors which occupy just 11 percent of its land, and a new streetcar corridor.  Fairfax 

County says transit-oriented development is its future and plans to increase the population in Tysons 

from 17,000 to 100,000.  Montgomery County, Maryland approved over 20 million square feet of 

development at the White Flint Metro. Eighty-four percent of over 5 million square feet of office 

development in the pipeline is being located within 1/4 mile walk of area Metro stations. These are just a 

few examples of the amount of compact development we are seeing in the Washington, DC region.  This 



 

development is reducing the conversion of forests and natural habitats to development and reducing 

vehicle miles traveled and VMT per capita which reduces the need to build new highways and reduces 

polluted runoff and the nitrogen oxide pollution which deposes into the Bay. 

The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments Region Forward plan and signed Compact 

commits to transit and transit-oriented development, to address climate change, air and water pollution 

through more sustainable patterns of growth.  The Bay agreement should track with these COG goals. 

Achieving goals to save forests and watersheds is not possible without implementation of smarter growth 

that consumes less land and reduces vehicle miles traveled and highway construction.  Protecting our 

remaining healthy watersheds is not possible unless we direct the region's growth to areas of existing 

impervious surface.  For example, in Montgomery County, Maryland, significantly reducing potential 

development in the Ten Mile Creek watershed, as the county is attempting to do, can be matched with 

approving higher density, walkable development near Metro stations along Rockville Pike as the county 

has done at White Flint and other Metro stations. 

Stormwater: In the interest of time, we will not address stormwater in detail here but refer you to the 

Choose Clean Water Principles for Stormwater and Smart Growth, which makes the case for smart 

growth as a critical tool in reducing stormwater runoff.  Redevelopment of aging commercial corridors 

with their thousands of acres of parking lots allows for both the public and private sectors to partner in 

retrofitting these areas with modern, green stormwater management.  For example, in the Route 1 

corridor in Fairfax, streams that feed the Potomac originate on or near the commercial strip development, 

so restoration of these streams depends on redevelopment and retrofitting of stormwater facilities. 

Climate Change:  It is profoundly disappointing to see no measures to reduce the emissions that 

contribute to climate change nor to mitigate or adapt to climate change as part of efforts to save the Bay. 

Not only do we need to reduce emissions from energy generation but also from transportation.  The end 

users -- buildings and transportation represent about 80% of greenhouse gas emissions.  Therefore green 

buildings in walkable, transit-efficient locations represent an effective way to reduce emissions and the 

threat of climate change.  See reports like Growing Cooler and Moving Cooler, by national groups and 

Cool Communities by the Coalition for Smarter Growth.  Finally, not only does compact land use reduce 

transportation emissions, it allows for us to save land that will be necessary for wetland retreat zones as 

sea level rises. 

Time does not allow us to go into greater detail, but for now it is enough to repeat that the draft Bay 

agreement is completely deficient in its failure to set specific goals to support smart land use, stormwater, 

and reduced greenhouse gas emissions. Finally, we also endorse the joint comments submitted by the 

Choose Clean Water Coalition. 

Thank you, 

 

Stewart Schwartz 

Executive Director 


