
March 17, 2014 

 
Mr. Nicholas DiPasquale 
Chair, Chesapeake Bay Program Management Board 
410 Severn Avenue, Suite 109 
Annapolis, MD 21403 
Via e-mail to agreement@chesapeakebay.net 

  

Dear Mr. DiPasquale and Management Board Members: 
 
While it is clearly time for a new Agreement and the addition of Delaware, West 
Virginia, and New York as signatories is much needed and long-overdue, this draft is 
not an agreement, but more an extended vision statement. As such, the Virginia 
Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts (VASWCD) has concerns about the 
agreement it in its current form.  The draft Agreement recognizes that “measurable 
results coupled with firm accountability yield the most significant results," but fails to 
provide the clear metrics necessary for success. We offer the following comments to 
help create a stronger agreement.   

 The Final Agreement Should Preserve the Incorporation of Chesapeake Bay 
Total Maximum Daily Load Requirements into the Draft Agreement. 
Inclusion of the existing water quality goal and outcomes is critical to securing 
our support for the Agreement. The 2017 and 2025 Watershed 
Implementation Plan outcomes are properly included in the draft and should 
remain in the final Agreement. Furthermore, the draft acknowledges that 
outcomes related to the Chesapeake Bay TMDL are not subject to 
discretionary participation by the jurisdictions. These aspects of the draft 
Agreement should be preserved in the final Agreement.  

 The Final Agreement Must Provide Accountability for States’ Participation in 
Management Strategies. The heart of the Agreement lies in the Goals and 
Outcomes, which the draft defines as “commitments.”  However, the “opt in, 
opt out” format of the draft removes all accountability. It turns the Agreement 
into a meaningless affirmation. This is unacceptable. For this agreement to 
work, it must include clear metrics identifying the “who, what, when, and 
where” for each Goal and Outcome.  

 The Final Agreement Should Address Polluted Runoff. Polluted runoff is the 
largest source of increasing nutrient and sediment pollution and the one that 
impacts the most people. However, it is not specifically mentioned in this 
agreement. Many local governments, many with assistance of SWCDs, have 
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developed innovative strategies for runoff pollution, adopting stormwater 
utilities and other mechanisms to deal with the problem. The Agreement must 
address polluted runoff and set reduction outcomes. An Outcome related to 
reducing polluted runoff would fit either within the “Water Quality” or “Land 
Conservation” goals.   

 The Final Agreement Should Include the Environmental Literacy Goal and 
Outcomes Included in the Draft Agreement.We applaud the Bay Program 
partners’ inclusion of the Environmental Literacy Goal and Outcomes in the 
draft Agreement.  Focusing on increasing the number of students participating 
in teachers-supported meaningful watershed educational experiences 
throughout their school years will strengthen environmental literacy and 
foster environmental stewardship in the next generation.  Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts are critical in helping meet these environmental literacy 
goals and providing Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences to 
students and adults across the state.  

  

We are happy to discuss our concerns and help your partnership develop a stronger 
and more effective Agreement.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lou Ann Wallace                                Kendall Tyree 

VASWCD President                             VASWCD Executive Director 


