Chesapeake Bay Forestry Workgroup

December 7th, 2011 Conference Call Minutes
Turfgrass in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed – Peter Claggett 

· See Presentation: Turf Grass in Phase 5.3.2 Model 

· Landsat does not pick up well on low density residential development (1-3 acre lots)

· Used ancillary data (road maps, etc.) to incorporate low density development into Chesapeake Bay Program land use model
· Data available in similar sized area to 12 digit HUC watershed
· Information are estimated from ‘The Clipping Point’

· To convert turf from compacted, mimicking impervious surface, need to break up compaction

· Need peer reviewed research to consider the benefits of turf versus impervious cover and forest, each has its role

Baltimore County’s Rural Residential Reforestation Program – Don Outen

· See Presentation: Turf to Trees
· Need to consider work outside of water quality, such as habitat and air quality, etc.

· Research shows indigenous land cover, forest, is the most beneficial to the Bay 

Frederick County’s Neighborhood Green – Heather Montgomery 
· See Presentation: Neighborhood Green
Discussion: Turf Conversion in Context of the Forest Restoration Strategy 

· Maryland Watershed Implementation Plan has a 100 acre goal for turf to tree conversion

· There are tree planting contractors to do turf to tree conversion

· Consider how to get private companies to do tree planting instead of mowing

· Plan the plantings with mowing companies to facilitate mowing to prevent noxious weeds

· Incentives could include reservoir protection, stormwater fee, privacy etc.

· Should operate like agriculture cost share with technical assistance and continued funding

· Need to consider resistance of public to funding planting on private land for people that could likely fund themselves

· See trees or turf cost benefit analysis

· Turf to trees will be featured in forest restoration strategy
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