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Vision and Direction for the Habitat GIT
The Habitat Goal Implementation Team (GIT) is charting a path toward more direct engagement of partners from State natural resource agencies, NGO’s and local communities by establishing a team steering committee with representation from each of the State natural resource agencies.  This steering committee will be able to provide guidance to the Habitat GIT and its workgroups on implementing collaborative and strategic habitat conservation on a watershed scale.  
We envision the following outcomes from this approach: 

1) Link habitat improvement to water quality benefits;

2) Provide a forum for information transfer among partners on targeting, design, and innovative habitat restoration techniques;

3) Engage key partners in making demonstrable progress toward shared priorities.

Conservation-minded partners all face the challenge of declining budgets and tough economic headwinds; however, there are equal and opposite pressures in the form of opportunities for collaboration and leveraging set in motion by the triumvirate of President Obama’s Chesapeake Bay Executive Order, the establishment of the Bay TMDL and the State’s Watershed Implementation Plans (WIPs).  In Maryland alone, the State Highway Administration estimates it is likely to spend over $1 Billion in BMP establishment (reforestation, wetland creation and enhancement, riparian buffer establishment, etc) over the next ten years to offset stormwater.  
With guidance from the newly formed steering committee the Habitat GIT and its workgroups will initiate a collaborative approach that allows us to focus on projects that achieve cross-cutting priorities. There is no question that the challenges of Bay restoration have created a laser focus on water quality improvement; we need to adjust this focus to create an opportunity for partners to guide investment in habitat-based BMPs in a manner that maximizes benefits for fish, wildlife, and people who like to hunt, fish, watch birds, catch crabs, eat oysters, or photograph the marshes.
We look forward to your enthusiastic participation as we get started on this journey!
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