Improving Monitoring Data and Analyses to Assess Progress toward Meeting Chesapeake Bay Water Quality Standards
Issue: 
The Chesapeake Bay Program nutrient and sediment TMDL calls for enhanced reporting of Best Management Practice (BMPs) implementation and using monitoring data to assess progress toward the nutrient and sediment allocations and water-quality standards in the Bay. The CBP partners need to develop a multi-faceted approach to address these items to improve accountability for achieving the TMDL. 
Improvements in Accountability
The CBP partnership is developing a more integrated approach that use both BMP implementation information and monitoring data from the Bay and its watershed to assess and communicate progress toward the TMDL. The approach includes: 
· Enhancing tracking and verification of BMP implementation. EPA is working with the jurisdictions, USDA, and USGS to enhance verification of BMP implementation that will help reporting for the 2-year milestones.
· Expand monitoring of nutrients and sediment in the watershed. The EPA is working with the jurisdictions and USGS to add 40 monitoring sites in suburban, urban, and agricultural areas. With the new sites, CBP nontidal water-quality network will have 120 locations where monitoring data can be used to help assess progress in reducing nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment loads.

· Improve analysis of tidal monitoring data to assess attainment of water-quality standards in the Bay and its tidal waters. The EPA is working with partners to develop an indicator of progress toward attainment of DO, clarity/SAV and chlorophyll-a standards in the tidally influenced waters of the Bay and tributaries. 
· Provide a summary of “lessons learned” about the affect of BMP implementation on water-quality improvements. The CBP partners are summarizing information from case studies in the Bay watershed and other national efforts. A report will be released in 2012 of the findings that will help partners more effectively implement practices to achieve the TMDL.
Potential EC action: Discuss how these approaches will improve accountability, and help partners more strategically implement practices, to achieve the TMDL. Make announcements of improvements as part of their remarks. 
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