
Status of EC Commitments Made since 2000
Sound Land 

Use

Sound Land 

Use

Land 

Conservation

4.1.1 By 2001, complete an assessment of the Bay's resource lands including forests and farms, 

emphasizing their role in the protection of water quality and critical habitats, as well as cultural and 

economic viability.

2001 Completed - GIT 4 interest in 

continuing efforts

4.1.2 Provide financial assistance or new revenue sources to expand the use of voluntary and market-

based mechanisms such as easements, purchase or transfer of development rights and other 

approaches to protect and preserve natural resource lands.

Ongoing - GIT 4 interest

4.1.3.1 Strengthen programs for land acquisition and preservation within each state that are supported by 

funding.

Ongoing - GIT 4 interest

4.1.3.2 Target the most valued lands for protection. Ongoing - GIT 4 interest; GIT 5 

interest

4.1.3.3 Permanently preserve from development 20% of the land area in the watershed by 2010. 2010 Completed - GIT 4 interest in 

continuing efforts

4.1.4 Provide technical and financial assistance to local governments to plan for or revise plans, 

ordinances and subdivision regulations to provide for the conservation and sustainable use of the 

forest and agricultural lands.

Ongoing - GIT 4 interest

4.1.5 In cooperation with local governments, develop and maintain in each jurisdiction a strong GIS 

system to track the preservation of resource lands and support the implementation of sound land 

use practices.

Ongoing - GIT 4 interest

Refer to forest section, above, for related land conservation commitments from "2007 Response to 

Directive 06-1"

Development, 

Redevelopment 

and 

Revitalization

4.2.1 By 2012, reduce the rate of harmful sprawl development of forest and agricultural land in the 

Chesapeake Bay watershed by 30% measured as an average over five years from the baseline of 

1992-1997, with measures and progress reported regularly to the Chesapeake Executive Council.

2012 No - GIT 4 interest

In 1987, the signatories agreed that “there is a clear correlation between population growth and associated development and environmental degradation 

in the Chesapeake Bay system.” This Agreement reaffirms that concept and recognizes that more must be done.An additional three million people are 

expected to settle in the watershed by 2020. This growth could potentially eclipse the nutrient reduction and habitat protection gains of the past. 

Therefore it is critical that we consider our approaches to land use in order to ensure progress in protecting the Bay and its local watersheds.

Enhancing, or even maintaining, the quality of the Bay while accommodating growth will frequently involve difficult choices. It will require a renewed 

commitment to appropriate development standards.The signatories will assert the full measure of their authority to limit and mitigate the potential 

adverse effects of continued growth; each however, will pursue this objective within the framework of its own historic, existing or future land use 

practices or processes. Local jurisdictions have been delegated authority over many decisions regarding growth and development which have both 

direct and indirect effects on the Chesapeake Bay system and its living resources. The role of local governments in the Bay’s restoration and protection 

effort will be given proper recognition and support through state and federal resources. States will also engage in active partnerships with local 

governments in managing growth and development in ways that support the following goal.

We acknowledge that future development will be sustainable only if we protect our natural and rural resource land, limit impervious surfaces and 

concentrate new growth in existing population centers or suitable areas served by appropriate infrastructure. We will work to integrate environmental, 

community and economic goals by promoting more environmentally sensitive forms of development. We will

also strive to coordinate land-use, transportation, water and sewer and other infrastructure planning so that funding and policies at all levels of 

government do not contribute to poorly planned growth and development or degrade local water quality and habitat. We will advance these policies by 

creating partnerships with local governments to protect our communities and to discharge our duties as trustees in the stewardship of the Chesapeake 

Bay. Finally, we will report every two years on our progress in achieving our commitments to promote sound land use.

Develop, promote and achieve sound land use practices wich protect and restore watershed resources and water quality, maintain reduced pollutant 

loadings for the Bay and its Tributaries and restore and preserve aquatic living resources.
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Status of EC Commitments Made since 2000
4.2.2 By 2005, in cooperation with local government, identify and remove state and local impediments to 

low impact development designs to encourage the use of such approaches and minimize water 

quality impacts.

2005 Ongoing

4.2.3 Work with communities and local governments to encourage sound land use planning and 

practices that address the impacts of growth, development and transportation on the watershed.

Ongoing - GIT 4 interest

4.2.4 By 2002, review tax policies to identify elements which discourage sustainable development 

practices or encourage undesirable growth patterns. Promote the modification of such policies and 

the creation of tax incentives which promote the conservation of resource lands and encourage 

investments consistent with sound growth management principles.

2002 Completed

4.2.5 The jurisdictions will promote redevelopment and remove barriers to investment in underutilized 

urban, suburban and rural communities by working with localities and development interests.

Ongoing - GIT 4 interest

4.2.6 By 2002, develop analytical tools that will allow local governments and communities to conduct 

watershed-based assessment of the impacts of growth, development and transportation decisions.

2002 Completed - GIT 4 interest in 

continuing efforts

4.2.7 By 2002, compile information and guidelines to assist local governments and communities to 

promote ecologically-based designs in order to limit impervious cover in undeveloped and 

moderately developed watershed and reduce the impact of impervious cover in highly developed 

watersheds.

2002 Completed - GIT 4 interest in 

continuing efforts

4.2.8 Provide information to the development community and others so they may champion the 

application of sound land use practices.

Ongoing

4.2.9 By 2003, work with local governments and communities to develop land-use management and 

water resource protection approaches that encourage the concentration of new residential 

development in areas supported by adequate water resources and infrastructure to minimize 

impacts on water quality.

2003 Completed - GIT 4 interest in 

continuing efforts

4.2.10 By 2004, the jurisdictions will evaluate local implementation of stormwater, erosion control and 

other locally-implemented water quality protection programs that affect the Bay system and ensure 

that these programs are being coordinated and applied effectively in order to minimize the impacts 

of development.

2004 Completed

4.2.11 Working with local governments and others, develop and promote wastewater treatment options, 

such as nutrient reducing septic systems, which protect public health and minimize impacts to the 

Bay's resources.

Ongoing

4.2.12 Strengthen brownfield redevelopment. By 2010, rehabilitate and restore 1,050 brownfield sites to 

productive use.

2010 No

4.2.13 Working with local governments, encourage the development and implementation of emerging 

urban storm water retrofit practices to improve their water quantity and quality function.

Ongoing

Transportation 4.3.1 By 2002, the signatory jurisdictions will promote coordination of transportation and land use 

planning to encourage compact, mixed use development patterns, revitalization in existing 

communities and transportation strategies that minimize adverse effects on the Bay and its 

tributaries.

2002 Completed - GIT 4 interest in 

continuing efforts related to 

landuse planning

4.3.2 By 2002, each state will coordinate its transportation policies and programs to reduce the 

dependence on automobiles by incorporating travel alternatives such as telework, pedestrian, 

bicycle and transit options, as appropriate, in the design of projects so as to increase the 

availability of alternative modes of travel as measure by increase use of those alternatives.

2002 Completed
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4.3.3 Consider the provisions of the federal transportation statutes for opportunities to purchase 

easements to preserve resource lands adjacent to rights of way and special efforts for stormwater 

management on both new and rehabilitation projects.

Ongoing

4.3.4 Establish policies and incentives which encourage the use of clean vehicle and other 

transportation technologies that reduce emissions.

Ongoing

Public Access 4.4.1 By 2010, expand by 30% the system of public access point to the Bay, its tributaries and related 

resource sites in an environmentally sensitive manner by working with state and federal agencies, 

local governments and stakeholder organizations.

2010 95%

4.4.2 By 2005, increase the number of designated water trails in the Chesapeake Bay region by 500 

miles.

2005 Completed

4.4.3 Enhance interpretation materials that promote stewardship at natural, recreational, historical and 

cultural public access points within the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

Ongoing - GIT 5 interest

4.4.4 By 2003, develop partnerships with at least 30 sites to enhance place-based interpretation of Bay-

related resources and themes and stimulate volunteer involvement in resource restoration and 

conservation.

2003 Completed

Key:

Commitment 

Met

Ongoing

Late
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