

CBP Management Board Meeting
Actions and Decisions
November 21, 2013

STAC Response Letters
· Draft response sent to partners on 11/25; no comments received. Letter distributed 
Action:  CBP Staff will email the draft Partnership response to the STAC workshop report, 
The Role of Natural Landscape Features in the Fate and Transport of Nutrients and Sediment. MB members are asked to provide comments and edits to the draft letter by December 6.  Additional response letters to recent STAC reports are anticipated in early December. 
Decision:  In the future, STAC will send out reports to all Goal Implementation Team chairs.  

Monitoring Networks Plan and Schedule
Decision:  Approved maintaining the current operations of the Chesapeake Bay Program Partnership Monitoring networks—tidal, shallow-water, watershed, SAV, benthos—for another year at the existing funding levels, to the extent possible given potential budget constraints with an unknown federal budget. 

Decision:  Approved the proposed Phase 2 14-month BASIN review process led by STAR, with cooperation of STAC, to develop recommendations on sustaining the monitoring networks to meet CBP priorities through 2025. 

Indicator Web Page Updates
· Completed. Changes made to websites.
Decision: Approved a revised reporting method for the wetlands restoration indicator with appropriate caveats to explain the changes.  CBP Communications Director Margaret Enloe will send final to the MB when complete. 

Decision:  Agreed to maintain on the striped bass indicator page, the spawning stock biomass (SSB) and management charts for the coast-wide stock.  Agreed that the Fisheries Goal Implementation Team will work with Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and the jurisdictions to update the data when available. Agreed to add the Maryland and Virginia Juvenile Abundance Index charts for state-specific information.    CBP Communications Director Margaret Enloe will work with the Fisheries GIT on how to display the juvenile index information on the website and will send the final to the MB when complete. 

Decision:  Agreed to remove the current MD abundance chart from the Menhaden indicator web page and to add the Potomac River Fisheries Commission (PRFC) Pound Net Index for menhaden (used by ASMFC as a proxy for relative coast-wide adult menhaden abundance) and the ASMFC management chart.  The Fisheries GIT will work with ASMFC and PRFC to update the data when available 

Decision:  Agreed to remove the current biomass target chart for the oysters indicator.  Agreed to maintain the current abundance page and in the future develop a new oyster health indicator that that identifies how many oysters are in the wild, how many are in controlled settings (aquaculture) and how many tributaries are restored.  CBP Communications Director Margaret Enloe will work with the Fisheries GIT on how to display the restoration targets on the website.


Action:  Margaret Enloe and Nita Sylvester will develop revised language that better explains the Watershed Management Plans indicator achievement status and how the focus of the CBP has changed.  They will share the revised language with the MB when complete.  

Action:  CBP Communications Director Margaret Enloe will work with the Goal Implementation Teams on how to display restoration targets—both those achieved and those not achieved—to improve accountability and to highlight CBP successes. 

Draft Comment Response Document for Abridged Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement
Action:   MB members are asked to send comments on the consolidated comment document to Lauren Taneyhill by December 6.  Comments should focus on whether or not CBPO captured all of the key public comments on the Abridged Draft and how CBPO characterized the Program’s reasons for how we addressed the comment or issue. 
· Completed.  Comments received and incorporated. 

Draft Federal Water Quality 2014-2015 Two-Year Milestones 
Action:  MB members are asked to review and comment on the draft Federal Water Quality 2014-2015 Two-Year Milestones as required by Executive Order 13508, the Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  CBP staff will distribute the draft document on the Chesapeake Bay Executive Order website at http://executiveorder.chesapeakebay.net.  Comments are requested by December 20, 2013. 
· Completed.  
