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Catfish management
·State-wide catfish management plan (2012)

·Treat native and invasive populations

· Propose different allowable gear types, harvest 

parameters 

·Recommends survey and data objectives

· Base-line data in most systems

·Abundance

·Population characteristics (e.g. age & growth)

· Standardized survey techniques



Routine monitoring
·Baited, tandem hoop nets (1.2 m)

·16 sets per survey reach

·Assess each reach of large river

·Abundance by reach

·Age & growth by river

·Approximately 50% characterized in Susquehanna Basin



Research project(s)
·PA SeaGrantfunded project (2016)

·Evaluating growth characteristics along a gradient of 

ñestablishmentò levels

·Three differing levels of establishment based on our incidental 

captures over time

· Literature suggests difference in growth rates on individual and 

population level relative to time since introduction

·Opportunity for us to ñset the barò to measure against



Study Area

Upper reach (not established)

First PFBC detection 2013

Middle reach (establishing)

First PFBC detection 2009

Lower reach (established)

Initial point of documentation (2002)

Lewisburg

Sunbury

Harrisburg

Safe Harbor



Methods ïfish collection

·Baited, tandem hoop nets

· 3 nets per series (1.2 m hoops)

· 4 series per site

·72 hour soak time

·Each net baited with ~ 1 kg of 

commercial catfish bait


