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Goal: Sustain state-identified 
healthy waters and watersheds 
recognized for their high 
quality and/or high ecological 
value

Outcome: 100 percent of state-
identified healthy waters and 
watersheds remain healthy.

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…

View of the Nanticoke River and wetlands in 
Wicomico County
Photo by Matt Roth/CBP



How You Can Help

• Renewed engagement of HWGIT 
members 

• Communicate and share data, maps, 
assessment and vulnerability information 
with key stakeholders 

• Convey messages and key policies, and 
provide planning and incentive products 
to stakeholders 

• Improved coordination with USGS 
scientists, Land Use WG, Local 
Leadership WG, LGAC, Stream Health 
WG and the CBP Creative team. 



L Learn
What have we learned in the last two 
years?



Successes and Challenges 

Example from the healthy watersheds assessment BMP co-benefit fact sheet



Tetra Tech employed these 
metrics to assess 
watershed health and 
create a watershed health 
index. 



Where are the healthy 
watersheds located?

Which healthy watersheds 
are threatened? 

What is being done to 
ensure that healthy 

watersheds are 
protected? 

How are we tracking the 
health and viability of 
these watersheds over 

time? 

Tracking Framework

2017 SRS Presentation



J Jurisdictions
Successful jurisdictional actions are key to 
achieving the Healthy Watersheds Outcome



Success Stories: New York 

“Buffer in a Bag” Program

This program gives landowners native 
trees and shrubs to plant and maintain 
a riparian buffer on their property. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/115903.html


Tier II Storymap

Maryland’s Tier II Storymap is an 
interactive product that provides an 
introduction to Tier II waters, 
information about the many 
benefits of protecting them, and it 
also displays water quality data.

Graphic demonstrating the economic benefits of best management 
practices used to maintain healthy watersheds. 

Success Stories: Maryland 

https://maryland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=763311ce3f2b4ce5970ac592c4319935


Commitment

Engagement 

Partnership

Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment 
Program (CSLAP)

New York uses the Citizens Statewide Lake 
Assessment Program (CSLAP) to help 
volunteers provide the NY Department of 
Environmental Conservation with high 
quality data.

CSLAP volunteers collecting water samples with Kemmerer sampler 

on Kirk Lake, and measuring the depth of water clarity with a secchi

disk.

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/81576.html


Commitment

Engagement 

Partnership

RiverSmart Homeowner 
Program 

Washington D.C.’s RiverSmart
Homeowner Program assists 
homeowners with stormwater
runoff reduction projects.

https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-homes


Progress 
Milestones





Adapt
How does all of this impact our 
work?A



Based on what we learned, we plan to …

Inform local land 
use planning 

Use of data 
visualization and 
communication 

tools

Inform local 
and regional 
conservation 

decisions 

Chesapeake 
Healthy 

Watersheds 
Assessment 



Help
How can the Management Board lead 
the Program to adapt?H



Help Needed

Healthy 
Watersheds 

Outcome

Renewed 
Member  

Engagement

Share key  
information 

with 
stakeholders

Coordination 
among GITs 

and workgroups

Prioritizing 
our outcome 

in other 
groups
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