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Outcome: Beginning with a 2010 baseline of

Public Access Sites 1139 public access sites, add 300 new access

sites to the watershed by 2025.
Progress: 36 percent of outcome achieved.
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Between 2010 and 2015, 108 public access sites were opened to the public. This marks a 36 percent
achievement of the goal to add 300 new access sites to the watershed, and brings the total number of
sites in the region to 1,247. In the Chesapeake Bay watershed, there are currently seven public access sites
in Delaware, 24 in the District of Columbia, 36 in New York, 44 in West Virginia, 203 in Pennsylvania, 336

in Virginia and 597 in Maryland. Preliminary data suggest that Chesapeake Bay Program partners added
between 22 and 24 public access sites in 2016. Access to open space and waterways can improve public
health and quality of life, build personal connections with places that have shaped life in the region, boost
tourism and create stewards who care for local resources and engage in conservation efforts.

Outcome: Identify minority stakeholder groups not currently represented in
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and restoration activities. Create meaningful opportunities and programs to
recruit and engage these groups in the Chesapeake Bay Program’s work.
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Percentage of Non-white U.S. Residents: 38

Percentage of Non-white Watershed Residents: 35

Self-identified White Profile Respondents Self-identified Non-white Profile Respondents

In its 2014 Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the Chesapeake Bay Program partnership adopted for
the first time a formal initiative to increase the number and diversity of people who support and carry
out environmental conservation and restoration activities. While there are many aspects of diversity,

the Chesapeake Bay Program has chosen to focus first on expanding ethnic and racial diversity within
the partnership. In 2016, the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, on behalf of the Chesapeake Bay Program,
developed and distributed a profile assessment to evaluate the current demographics of the partnership.
Almost 85 percent of respondents self-identified as white or Caucasian. About 13 percent identified as
non-white or non-Caucasian. Of the respondents who identified as white, about one-third identified
themselves as a member of Chesapeake Bay Program leadership. Of those who identified as non-white,
about one-quarter identified themselves as a member of Chesapeake Bay Program leadership. Non-white
respondents who identified themselves as Bay Program leadership comprise only three percent of total
profile respondents.



Outcome: Increase the number of schools in the region that reduce

Sustainable SChOOlS the impact of their buildings and grounds on their local watershed,

environment and human health through best practices, including
student-led protection and restoration projects.

12% (502 schools)

88% (3,808 schools)
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Certified Sustainable Schools in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed

In 2015, 12 percent of public and charter schools in the Chesapeake Bay watershed—a total of 502
schools—were certified sustainable by the U.S. Green Ribbon Schools, Virginia Naturally Schools,
Maryland Green Schools and National Wildlife Federation Eco-Schools USA programs. At 82 percent of
the total, Maryland is home to most of the certified sustainable schools in the watershed. Virginia is
home to 17 percent of the sustainable schools in the watershed, with additional schools in Pennsylvania
and Washington, D.C. Sustainable schools directly involve students in environmental protection and
restoration, which contributes to a rise in overall environmental literacy.

In the News

Environmental Literacy

In April, for the first time in the history of the Bay Program partnership, a meeting of state superintendents
of education and natural resource secretaries was convened to discuss environmental literacy. The group
explored how states can support environmental literacy programming to meet both education reforms and
commitments under the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement.

Citizen Stewardship

The Kids in Kayaks Program offers Baltimore City 8th graders a unique outdoor experience that inspires
environmental stewardship. The program, sponsored by partners like the National Park Service and the Baltimore
National Heritage Area, is held in the fall and spring on the Patapsco River. Half of the day is spent kayaking, while
the other half is spent taking part in activities related to wildlife, water quality and history.

Local Leadership

Local officials throughout the watershed vary in their knowledge of watershed issues and the capacity to implement
restoration and protection initiatives. To help assess knowledge gaps and evaluate the need for a training program,
the Bay Program’s Local Leadership Workgroup is conducting a series of focus groups with elected officials from
around the watershed to cover such topics as the most successful training programs for local leaders, how to best
deliver information, funding, best practices and what areas need improvement.

Climate Change

In the News

Climate Resiliency

A report from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on climate change trends included new information on stream
temperatures in the Chesapeake Bay region. As stream temperatures rise across the watershed, efforts are being
redoubled to increase conservation measures that keep water cool, such as adding shade trees and removing dams.




The Chesapeake Bay Program is a regional partnership that
works across state lines to protect and restore the Chesapeake
Bay watershed.

Our partners include the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
the Chesapeake Bay Commission, the District of Columbia and
all six watershed states. Through the Bay Program, federal,
state and local agencies, non-profit organizations, academic
institutions and citizens come together to secure a brighter
future for the Bay region.

Learn more at www.chesapeakebay.net

Chesapeake Bay Program
410 Severn Avenue, Suite 112
Annapolis, Maryland 21403
800-YOUR-BAY
www.chesapeakebay.net
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