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August 30, 2024 
The Honorable Joshua Kurtz 
Maryland Secretary of Natural Resources 
Chair, Chesapeake Bay Program’s Principals’ Staff Committee 
530 Taylor Ave 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Secretary Kurtz,
On behalf of the Chesapeake Bay Program Agricultural Advisory Committee, I am pleased to submit our comments on the Draft Revised Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement. As a new committee, we appreciate the timely opportunity for the agricultural community to speak directly to decision-makers about our unique role in restoring the Chesapeake Bay. 
One key observation in our review is that despite farmers’ significant contributions to restoration efforts to date and our continued commitment to advancing water quality in the Bay, agriculture is conspicuously absent from the Draft Agreement.  In the attached document, the AAC has highlighted numerous goals and outcomes where agriculture and working lands play a significant role and should be included in the language of the agreement. 
Further, farms and forests are preferred land uses in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, and we wish to emphasize the importance that strategies to improve water quality are coequal with supporting economically viable farms.
To that point, we greatly appreciate that ag land preservation is included as a specific outcome in the Draft.  Development pressure is high among the challenges that threaten our ability to produce food and fiber for residents in the Watershed, in addition to our capacity to implement BMPs that improve water quality. 
Many thanks to the Beyond 2025 team for their work to develop the Draft Agreement! We look forward to working with the Chesapeake Executive Council and the Partnership to ensure that new strategies support farmers and consumers as well as the Chesapeake Bay.
						
Sincerely,

Bill Fink
Chair, Agricultural Advisory Committee


