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Bay-wide Preservation & Forest Buffers

Big Time Goals!

Plant 7,500 Acres per Year and 

cut losses in half

(Losing 5,587 Acres per Year)

Forested Stream Buffers

Stream Health IBI

 79% Excellent

 72% Good

 70% Fair

 63% Poor

Maryland at 61% 

Need all the Tools:

• Ag Preservation

• CREP / CBI / FCCP?

• MS4, etc.
Maryland MS4 Acres ~ 300,000 acres   What are the Bay-wide MS4 Acres?
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Riparian Buffers
Good News / Bad News

What to do?



Forest Buffers Planted  1996 - 2023 

The Good News

Big Planting years in 2022 

and 2023



Forest Buffer Loss 2013 - 2018 

The Bad News

Losing more than Gaining

Losing over 5,500 acres 

per year 100 foot buffer

Watershed lost 21,743 acres

These numbers are per  Forest Buffers - Chesapeake Progress  

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/forest-buffers
https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/forest-buffers
https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/forest-buffers


Maryland Agriculture Preservation Goal
Maryland Land Preservation Plan

Maryland Land Preservation Plan

Public Comment period through June 28, 2026 

Agriculture 

Goal of 1,030,000 Acres 

 945,492 March 2026

   84,508  To go

Overall Preservation

30 x 30 = 1,908,894 May 2025

40 x 40 =  2,339,772 Acres

Agriculture land preservation goal was set in 2022, 

at that time, it was half of State Farmland.

 
Per Dashboard

MALPF 37%

Local 25%

Rural Legacy 13%

MET 14%

62%

32%

https://dnr.maryland.gov/land/Documents/LPRP_Public_Comment.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/0f3ffd3350b24b17bd3b8e1705af3df5


Bay Program Protected Lands Data
 

Data: Sophie Waterman USGS and Katie Brownson US Forest Service

Maryland the 

Lowest

% Forest 

on our

 Protected Lands



Bay Program US Forest Service Data
 

Data: Sophie Waterman USGS and Katie Brownson US Forest Service

Maryland the Highest

Forest Stewardship Plans

➢ In Acres

➢ In % overall

Indicator of 

Sustainable Management



Program Acres Preserved # of Contracts

MALPF Easement 28,265 192

CREP Easement 4,496 45

MET Easement 4,694 53

ISTEA Easement 1,523 20

Rural Legacy Easement 8,218 57

IPP Easement 23,725 170

Federal FRPP Easement 496 4

Other Governmental Easement 2,818 14

County Held Easement 907 8

Critical Farms Option 1,409 7

MARBIDCO Next Generation 507 6

MARBIDCO SANG Easement 82 3

Catoctin Land Trust 305 10

Permanent Easement/Option Total: 77,445 589

Example: Frederick County

Largest Ag Acres – 188,000

  Next Queen Anne Co. – 162,000

 

 Goal  160,000 acres

Highest County Goal in Maryland

Currently   77,445

 82,555 acres to go!

13 Programs

2 Programs   =  67% Acres

Frederick County Agriculture Permanent Easements 

December 2025



Land use by Preservation Program

Observations - Land use by Program

Corn / Soy are majority of most programs

Ranking criteria prioritizes;
• Soil type for corn  & Tillable

= 40% Scoring Criteria 
Conservation only %5 Scoring 
Criteria

IPP – Local Installment Purchase Program
More points for % farmed land, penalize if 
have forest buffers
  

MALPF Lowest % Forest Cover 
but greatest acres and State funding

MET & CREP programs prioritize 
Conservation thus Forest cover majority



MALPF Program Scoring Criteria In 
Frederick County

Scoring Criteria Favors

Corn / Soy                 

Bigger Farms

Adjacency

Over 50%

Conservation 

/ Environment
4 %

600 Points Max

(305 +pts)

No Forest Protection, clear trees for Cornfields 

No Buffer requirement

(Rural Legacy program requires 100’ buffers)

Counties may modify this ranking criteria 



Maryland Climate-Smart Agriculture - Roadmap to Resilience
Univ. of MD and Hughes Center for Agro-ecology 

January 2026 Report

“Policies of the Past are not going to meet the needs of the Future” 
Ernie Shea – Solutions from the land

3 Pillars of report

• GHG Reductions

• Resiliency

• Economics

Agroforestry Critical

MDA just hired Specialist



Climate Challenges
Maryland Climate – Smart Agriculture  Roadmap to Resilience

Harry Hughes Center for Agro-Ecology       January 2026



Existing Forest Buffer Programs
Gaps in Programs 

Criteria CREP MD CBI*

Continuous Sign Up Not Really No

Implementation Funding – 75% up front No Yes

State funding leverages Federal funding Yes No

Bonus Payment - $1,000 / acre Yes Yes

**Maintenance / Buffer Establishment Payments – 5 years No Yes

Rental Payments 10 – 15 years Yes No

Permanent Easement – new buffers grass or forest leverage pre-existing

                 Currently 10:1 any cover, pasture or trees (no row crops)
Yes No

Maryland Existing Federal / State Agencies - Forest Buffer Planting Programs – Pros & Cons

*Maryland CBI – Conservation Buffer Initiative



One Successful Model from Maryland 

CREP Permanent Easement in MD

Provide Incentive for new buffer while 

protecting existing forest cover.

For every 1 acre of New buffer can protect 10 

acres of pre-existing.

Example Plant 10 acres of forested riparian 

buffer can protect 100 acres of pre-existing.

Pre-existing needs to have permanent cover, 

either trees or pasture (no row crops).

Funding through Program Open Space.

Funding per acre varies from $5,000 - $8,000



Forests 
Continuous Comprehensive Program 

Criteria FCCP

CREP +

MD 

CREP

MD CBI

Continuous Sign Up (No acre Caps) x

Implementation Funding – 75% up front x x

State funding leverages Federal funding x x

Bonus Payment - $1,000 / acre x x x

Maintenance – “Buffer Establishment”  Payments – 5 years x x

Permanent Easement – new buffers grass or forest leverage pre-existing

                 Currently 10:1 any cover, pasture or trees

x

Permanent Easement Forests – new Forest leverage pre-existing forest 5:1 x

New Forest Continuous and Comprehensive Program to Meet New Bay Program Goals

Plant 7,500 acres while cutting loses, more than 5,500 per year, in half



Maximizing Conservation & Community 
Benefits of Agriculture Preservation

& New Program – FCCP?

Discussion

Chesapeake Climate Conservation Corps -  April 2024    

Summers Farm   Catoctin Creek – Frederick County



  Regenerative Farm Tours

Beyond Sustainable – Regenerative Farm Tours

October 2024 / October 2025 / October 15, 2026
• Ecosystem Benefits  (Water, Climate & Biodiversity)

• Resiliency and Economics 

• Partnerships & Resources

Partnerships

Rain Simulator – Water Infiltration & Retention

Water Station

Next Farm Tours

October 15th
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