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Menhaden in the Wall Street Journal
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Population Problem for Ocean’s Unsung Hero
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Overview

1) Striped bass harvest reductions achieved
2) Menhaden TAC set for 2017; ERP development
3) Stock Assessments on the horizon

4) Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership



Striped Bass Management

0 2013 assessment: F > target, declining SSB

o FMP Amendment 6, Addendum IV

0 20% reduction Chesapeake Bay quota
0 25% reduction coast wide quota
o 1 fish bag limit

o Implemented January 2015
o0 Harvest reports show overall reductions achieved
o New benchmark assessment, Fall 2018



Millions of Fish

Atlantic Striped Bass Removals by Sector

7 B Commercial Landings
B Recreational Harvest

m Commercial Discards

M Recreational Discards

4 2013: 4,180,745 fish
2015: 3,016,874 fish
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Menhaden Management

o 2017 Total Allowable Catch (TAC) set at 200,000
MT (441 million Ibs.), ~6% increase from 2016

0 Healthy stock status, strike balance between
ecosystem and fishing industry needs

o New socioeconomic study due early 2017, to
iInform FMP Amendment 3 decisions

0 Stock assessment update, August 2017
0 Benchmark assessment + ERP models, 2019



Menhaden Landings
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Atlantic menhaden landings from the reduction purse seine fishery (1940-2015)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
TC says 0% chance of overfishing
See Annual Meeting menhaden projections doc


Cobia Management

o New complementary management by SAFMC
and ASMFC
o0 State waters harvests increasing in recent years
o ACL/guota exceeded in 2015

o Fishery Management Plan timeline

o0 October 2016: ASMFC South Atlantic Board approved
Public Information Document

o0 Nov 2016 - Jan 2017: public hearings in VA,NC,SC,FL

o February 2017: Board reviews public comment and
directs FMP development


Presenter
Presentation Notes
At SAFMC, considering pushing back the federal fishing year start


Stock Assessment Activities

0 Spot and croaker assessments, May 2017
0 Recent decreases in harvests and survey indices
o Shrimp fishery bycatch concerns
o croaker last assessed 2010, spot first-time assessment




Stock Assessment Activities

o0 Atlantic sturgeon assessment, October 2017
o To inform updated review of 2013 ESA listings
o Last assessed 1998, stocks overfished




Stock Assessment Activities

o0 Eel assessment update, October 2017
o0 Last assessed 2012, stocks depleted

[+ )]

(%]

c

[1°}

T

c

>

0

<

Y

(]

x 0.4 +

x 0.4

©

=

0.2 +
o0 +—+—7+77+TVrr+r—r—rrrrrrTT T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
= = = = [ = = = = = N N ) N N
[Ge) w0 [t [G] (o) (=} [€e) (o] 0 (o) o o o o o
w [Xo] o o

= w a ~ © (= w w ~ 0 (= w a ~ O

Index of Abundance for Yellow-phase American Eels along the Atlantic Coast. Source:
ASMFC American Eel Benchmark Stock Assessment, 2012



Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership 4l

o New 2017-2021 Conservation Strategic Plan

o Guides on-the-ground habitat restoration priorities
(oyster reef, salt marsh, SAV, fish passage) from Maine
to Florida

o Mid-Atlantic region priority habitat types

o0 Submerged Aquatic Vegetation

o Marine and Estuarine Shellfish Beds

o Tidal Vegetation

o0 Riverine Bottom

o0 15 restoration projects funded since 2010
o Annual ACFHP-USFWS RFP open July-September
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