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• Fish and shellfish in the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed rely on a variety of 
habitats throughout the watershed

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
FISH HABITAT

• Successful fisheries management depends on knowing where these important 
habitats are and addressing the potential and realized threats to their integrity

• These habitats, which are key to sustaining fisheries, are being 
threatened by a suite of stressors such as increased urbanization, poor 
water quality and climate change

- Fish Habitat Management Strategy



WHO IS ADDRESSING FISH HABITAT IN THE 
CHESAPEAKE BAY?
• The Fish Habitat Action Team under the Fish GIT brings federal, state, 

non-profit, academic, and stakeholder partners together to address 
fish habitat issues

• In preparation for the biennial review, the team 
reviewed actions from the previous two years 
and identified how the Chesapeake Bay Program 
could assist them in achieving their objectives

• The team convenes 2-4 times per year to 
discuss their individual efforts, learn about 
research, and collaborate on joint projects



WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE OF THE FISH HABITAT 
ACTION TEAM?

To inform, engage, and 
communicate with partners to 
improve effectiveness of fish 
habitat conservation and 
restoration efforts



TO BETTER ACHIEVE THE FISH HABITAT OBJECTIVE:

The team used the biennial review to request that fish habitat 
considerations be included in the Watershed Implementation Plans

Watershed Implementation Plans are developed by Bay jurisdictions to 
help determine how they will meet their pollution reduction goals

WHAT ARE WATERSHED IMPLEMENTATION PLANS?



WHY WATERSHED IMPLEMENTATION PLANS?

Watershed Implementation 
Plans offer an established 
method of connecting with 
partners who are actively 
planning and implementing 
projects in the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed



THE CHESAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM APPROVED THIS 
EFFORT, NOW WHAT?

A group consisting of members of 
the CBP’s Management Board, 
jurisdictional water quality leads, 
and CBP staff are meeting regularly 
and developing materials to 
incorporate ecosystem benefits 
into the guidance for Watershed 
Implementation Plans



WHAT DO WE HAVE SO FAR?

• A series of draft fact-sheets that 
succinctly capture:
• Value of ecosystem benefits

• Scoring of currently approved projects 
which offer multiple ecosystem benefits

• Contact lists for planners to reach out to 
jurisdictional subject matter experts

• Links to tools and resources



MULTIPLE ECOSYSTEM BENEFITS FROM WATER 
QUALITY PROJECTS



WHAT ARE OUR NEXT STEPS?

• Continue working with group 
to finalize fact sheets

• Incorporate new resources 
and tools into the fact sheets 
as they become available

• Connect with Watershed 
Implementation planners as 
they design new projects

• Expand these written 
materials to suit a variety of 
audiences
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