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CHESAPEAKE

Conservation inspires us

Now the work begins
Haiku credit: Mike Slattery


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2020, Congress enacted the America’s Conservation Enhancement Act and entrusted the Service to establish the “Chesapeake Watershed Investments for Landscape Defense grants program,” or Chesapeake WILD. We're the newest or most recent large landscape-scale grant program in the Service's portfolio.
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ash & wiaite] IMprove the functionality and connectivity of habitat for imperiled and
e, S listed fish-and wildlife

Improve water health to benefit both human and fish and wildlife
communities

Equitably connect people with nature to improve wellbeing and grow
support for restoration and conservation actions and funding

- -\ Build capacity to access funding and implement coordinated restoration and
/ conservation activities; emphasis on underserved partners and communities



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chesapeake WILD is organized around 5 interrelated priority areas (or pillars) and responds to partner-identified need for coordinated action to improve the condition, functions, and connectivity of habitat for imperiled and listed fish and wildlife, as well as contribute to equitable access to nature and to enhance climate resilience and readiness in natural and human communities in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.​
​​​
Connecting large landscape-scale conservation goals with place-based needs is one way the Service is striving to achieve shared fish and wildlife conservation outcomes across multiple scales. Through this approach on-the-ground partners see where their conservation work contributes to a shared landscape conservation vision.​
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WILD Imperiled Species &
Habitat

« State and Federally listed T&E spp.
* Tribal listed species
* NEAFWA RSGCNs and state agency SGCNs

e CHESAPEAKE

WD

*Proposals should incorporate conservation

prescriptions identified in...
=Tribal Wildlife Plans
=State Wildlife Action Plans
=Recovery Plans for Federally Listed species
=specific plans for RSGCNs
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WILD Imperiled Species & < WiD
Habitat

* Headwater/high elevation and contiguous forest
habitat contiguous forest areas

* Forested riparian buffer habitat

* Grasslands and upland/early successional habitat

* Pollinator habitat

» Aquatic/stream habitat and adjacent riparian floodplain
* Nontidal wetland habitat

* Tidal marsh and estuarian habitat

* Submerged aquatic vegetation habitat

* Urban/Sub-urban habitat
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Presentation Notes
Imperiled species habitat: 



WILD Grant Cycles (FY22 & FY23) Y
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In 2 yrs, $28M

invested!

e 2022: awarded $3.5M to 12 projects
" 8 Imp/4 PTA

= total conservation impact of nearly $8M by leveraging
>S4M in match

e 2023: awarded $7.7M to 25 projects
" 15 Imp/10 PTA

= total conservation impact of nearly $20M by leveraging

>S 1 2 IVI i n m atc h All reported data subject to change
e
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FY22 Wetland Funded Projects

* Restore a 100-acre tidal inlet on Kent Island (MD) that
has been plagued with deteriorating water quality and
habitat conditions

* Improve management of 147 acres of tidal wetlands for
waterfowl and recreational benefit (VA — Doe Creek)

* Permanently protect 300 acres of critical wildlife habitat
and marsh migration corridor between Blackwater
National Wildlife Refuge and the Nanticoke River
watershed (MD)

All reported data subject to change



CHESAPEAKE
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* Create a Mussel Richness Map for Virginia and a Conservation Buffer Layer that will
prioritize buffer placement to best enhance mussel habitat (VA).

* Create a James River Basin Freshwater Mussel Restoration Plan that will serve as an
important tool for state government departments, federal agencies, nonprofits, and
funders in mussel restoration efforts in the James River (VA).

* Preserve and restore one of two remaining populations of the endangered James
spinymussel. Project will permanently protect a 40 acre tract critical to the resident
James spinymussel population (WV).

* Permanently protect 1,000 acres of critical habitat for Eastern brook trout, freshwater
mussels, several federally endangered species, and 60 other species of greatest
conservation need (WV).

* Complete aquatic organism passage projects on PA state game lands to benefit brook
trout and other important and at-risk aquatic species. Project will result in 20 additional
miles of accessible stream habitat through assessment and design, implementation,
and monitoring of culvert replacement projects (PA).

All reported data subject to change



FY23 WILD
Grant Impact:
Ecological

* Excellent coverage
of grant pillars
(WILD goals)

" Imperiled & Listed
spp...turtles,
mussels, fish,
birds, butterflies...

= Science and data
gaps

= Actions led by
Indigenous and
people of color

= Cross-
jurisdictional
management &
capacity-building 38
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e * Permanently protect forest, wetland,
S W ® [ 0llinator, and marsh habitat: >4,700ac

FY23 WILD Grant Impact: Ecological
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s Sl - Restore riparian forest and wetland
habitat: >32mi

* Improve river and trail recreational
access: >31mi

* Aquatic connectivity/river opened for
migratory species: >120mi

* Nature-based solutions for stormwater &
erosion management

All reported data subject to change


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FY22 + FY23 = >8K permanently protected
FY22 + FY23 = >140 mi of aquatic connectivity





FY23 WILD Grant Impact:
Connecting People with Nature

* Restore cultural connections
with living resources

* Equitable access

e Community led and
managed greenspaces and
pollinator habitat
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Presentation Notes
Through WILD grantmaking we are also supporting our partners in their efforts to connect people and communities with nature. 



FY23 WILD Grant Investments
in Underserved Communities

* Significant active engagement of underserved
communities and integration of JEDIA concepts!

* 83% of WILD proposals are doing conservation work in
places with more diversity, higher poverty and
unemployment, and lower household income, than the

national average!

» 65% of WILD proposals work in a highly underserved
community

° 89% of FY23 WILD funds will be invested in conservation
actions in underserved communities!

All reported data subject to change
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Imperiled Species: Tidal marsh and
estuarian habitat

e Saltmarsh sparrow (Ammospiza caudacuta) — RSGCN very high, core pop,
highly imperiled, climate vulnerable

e American black duck (Anas rubripes) — RSGCN high, cultural values

e king rail (Rallus elegans) — RSGCN watchlist

e blue crab (Callinectes sapidus) — RSGCN watchlist, cultural values, climate
vulnerable

e American eel (Anguilla rostrata) — RSGCN high, core pop, highly
imperiled, climate vulnerable

e American shad (Alosa sapidissima) — RSGCN high, cultural values,
keystone spp

e spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata) — RSGCN high

All reported data subject to change
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Imperiled Species named in Chesapeake WILD funded project proposals with direct and/or indirect benefits (broadly grouped by associated habitat types used)
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Imperiled Species: Nontidal
wetland habitat

e American woodcock (Scolopax mino) — RSGCN moderate
e American black duck (Anas rubripes) — RSGCN high, cultural values

e Eastern box turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina) — RSGCN moderate
e spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata) — RSGCN high

e golden winged warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera) — RSGCN very high
e wood thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) — RSGCN moderate
e king rail (Rallus elegans) — RSGCN watchlist

e monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) — RSGCN moderate
e rusty patched bumblebee (Bombus affinis) — RSGCN very high, NEAFWA core pop

All reported data subject to change
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Imperiled Species named in Chesapeake WILD funded project proposals with direct and/or indirect benefits (broadly grouped by associated habitat types used)


Imperiled Species: Aquatic/stream

CHESAPEAKE

WD

habitat and adjacent riparian floodplain

Chesapeake logperch (Percina bimaculata) — RSGCN high, 100% NEAFWA endemic
River herring (diadromous fishes):
o American shad (Alosa sapidissima) — RSGCN high, cultural values, keystone spp
o alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus) — RSGCN high, highly imperiled, migratory spp.,
cultural values, keystone spp
o blueback herring (Alosa aestivalis) — RSGCN moderate
brook trout (wild pop) (Salvelinus foninalis) — RSGCN watchlist, climate vulnerable

American eel (Anguilla rostrata) — RSGCN high, core pop, highly imperiled, climate
vulnerable

yellow lampmussel (Lampsilis cariosa) — RSGCN high

Eastern lampmussel (L. radiata) - ?? no info

brook floater (Alasmidonta varicosa) — RSGCN very high, Federal threatened status
green floater (Lasmigona subviridis) — RSGCN very high

James spinymussel (Parvaspina collina) — RSGCN very high

American black duck (Anas rubripes) — RSGCN high, cultural values
American woodcock (Scolopax mino) — RSGCN moderate

All reported data subject to change
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Imperiled Species named in Chesapeake WILD funded project proposals with direct and/or indirect benefits (broadly grouped by associated habitat types used)
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