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17 member jurisdictions
1.8 million residents
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A forum for local and elected officials to discuss issues of
regional importance

The Staff
Provide technical assistance, support policy development,
and lead regional committees on multiple topics
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Adapting to a changing climate is essential

to protecting public health, safety, and

welfare in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

Nature-based approaches can be cost-

effective for resilience while providing

multiple benefits. 
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NBS improve water  loca l  surface water  qua l i ty  by  he lp ing  to s low

runoff ,  a l lowing for  in f i l t rat ion and remova l  of  sed iments  and

nutr ients .  

Water Quality

NBS prov ide cr i t i ca l  hab i tat  for  many d i f ferent  spec ies  of  p lants

and an imals .

Habitat

NBS prov ide communit ies  wi th  natura l  spaces  to en joy  and

improve opportun i t ies  for  f i sh ing ,  b i rd ing ,  and other  act iv i t ies .

Recreation

NBS he lp  protect  shore l ines  from eros ion caused by t ides  and

storm surges .  

Resi l ience

MULTIPLE BENEFITS
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Funding  opportun i t ies  for  mul t ip le  benef i t s  pro jects  inc lude the

Nat iona l  Coasta l  Res i l ience Fund ,  the Nat iona l  F i sh  and Wi ld l i fe

Foundat ion ,  the Stormwater  Loca l  Ass i s tance Fund ,  and the Community

F lood Preparedness  Fund .  

The Lake Hampton retrofit  is  a $4M retrofit  project that uses

wetlands and other nature-based strategies to increase water

storage capacity and improve water quality.

LAKE HAMPTON
HAMPTON

Image Credit: Waggoner and Ball Architects

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS
FOR RESILIENCE & WATER
QUALITY



Image Credit: City of Hampton

LAKE HAMPTON



Image Credit: City of Hampton



Image Credit: City of Hampton



LAKE HAMPTON

Image Credit: City of Hampton



Section Profile A

Section Profile B
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LAKE HAMPTON - PRE-CONSTRUCTION
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LAKE HAMPTON - CONCEPT
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LAKE HAMPTON - COMPLETED
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The completed Lake Hampton pro ject  prov ides  add i t iona l  f lood

protect ion and s tormwater  s torage whi le  meet ing  many of  the c i ty ’ s

Res i l ient  Hampton va lues  and pr inc ip les .  Incorporat ing  nature-based

approaches  and features  enab les  the pro ject  to  enhance the loca l

env ironment  through the creat ion of  near ly  an acre of  of  wet lands  and

add recreat iona l  fac i l i t ies  for  res idents .  
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Loca l  governments  in  Hampton Roads  have incorporated wet lands

enhancement ,  protect ion ,  and restorat ion into res i l ience pro jects  to

improve res idents ’  qua l i ty  of  l i fe ,  enhance water  qua l i ty ,  and protect

from f looding .  

The Bow Creek Stormwater Park in Virginia Beach is  part of

the city’s $1.5B Flood Protection Program, which includes

over twenty projects throughout the community to intended

to address current and future f lood risk.  

BOW CREEK STORMWATER PARK
VIRGINIA BEACH
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BOW CREEK STORMWATER PARK
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The Bow Creek Stormwater  Park addresses  a  cr i t i ca l  f lood protect ion

need in  centra l  V irg in ia  Beach .  I t  takes  advantage of  l arge ,  c i ty -owned,

underut i l i zed fac i l i ty  to  prov ide s ign i f i cant  f lood protect ion ,  restore

and enhance env ironmenta l  resources ,  and create new recreat iona l

ameni t ies  for  the surrounding  communit ies .  

Sect ion 1 (under construct ion ,  ant ic ipated complet ion Q1 2027)

$43.9M

Sect ion I I  (under des ign ,  ant ic ipated complet ion Q2 2030)

$64.5M

BOW CREEK STORMWATER PARK
VIRGINIA BEACH
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	Water Quality
	NBS improve water local surface water quality by helping to slow runoff, allowing for infiltration and removal of sediments and nutrients.

	Habitat
	NBS provide critical habitat for many different species of plants and animals.

	Recreation
	NBS provide communities with natural spaces to enjoy and improve opportunities for fishing, birding, and other activities.

	Resilience
	NBS help protect shorelines from erosion caused by tides and storm surges.
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	The completed Lake Hampton project provides additional flood protection and stormwater storage while meeting many of the city’s Resilient Hampton values and principles. Incorporating nature-based approaches and features enables the project to enhance the local environment through the creation of nearly an acre of of wetlands and add recreational facilities for residents.
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	The Bow Creek Stormwater Park in Virginia Beach is part of the city’s $1.5B Flood Protection Program, which includes over twenty projects throughout the community to intended to address current and future flood risk.
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	The Bow Creek Stormwater Park addresses a critical flood protection need in central Virginia Beach. It takes advantage of large, city-owned, underutilized facility to provide significant flood protection, restore and enhance environmental resources, and create new recreational amenities for the surrounding communities.
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