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Objective: to describe how the USGS is
working with local, state, and federal partners
to provide monitoring-based insights about
agricultural conservation actions.

We need to work with you so our science can
continue to address the highest priorities of
the Chesapeake Bay agricultural community.
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We monitor streams and rivers
to provide unbiased science
that informs agricultural
conservation activities.
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Monitoring data show a mixture of nutrient
trends in agricultural rivers
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Understanding how agricultural conservation practices and other factors affect river
nutrient loads is one of the grand challenges we’re actively working to address.
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We’'re working across scales: from
large rivers to small streams

Long-term monitoring of large rivers Studies of smaller streams can
provides a critical understanding provide more detail about local
about water-quality trends. conservation and landscape effects.
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We’re monitoring small agricultural watersheds
I
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http://www.usgs.gov/small-ag-monitoring

We’re turning monitoring data into actionable insights
I
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Our work utilizes conservation and

land-use data
I

We collaborate with NRCS and state agencies to We map land use to understand how agricultural
apply conservation practice data in our science. and urban activities affect water-quality.
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Partnerships strengthen our science

Partnerships with local resource managers, technical specialists, farmers and scientists
are needed to advance our understanding about conservation and water quality.
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