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New Healthy Forests and Trees Outcome 

TARGETS 

Tree Canopy: Conserve tree canopy within communities by reducing the rate of loss of existing canopy 
and planting and maintaining 45,000 acres of community trees by 2040 to achieve a net gain in canopy 
over the long term.
Forest Buffers: Conserve riparian forest by reducing the rate of loss of existing buffers and planting and 
maintaining 7,500 acres of forest buffers annually to achieve no less than 71.5% riparian forest cover by 
2040 and 75% riparian forest cover over the long term.
Forest Conservation: Achieve a net gain in forests over the long-term by reducing the rate of forest 
conversion to other land uses by 33%, permanently protecting a total of 9 million acres of forested land, 
and planting, maintaining and managing 202,000 acres of new forests by 2040. 

Conserve, manage and restore forests and tree cover to 
maximize benefits for water quality, habitat and people 

throughout the watershed, with a particular focus on riparian 
areas and communities. 



Chesapeake Tree Cover Status & Change Fact Sheets

● Spring 2023 - First set produced for Chesapeake counties 
(Dataset: 2013/14 - 2017/18)

● Summer 2025 - New set for Chesapeake counties, municipalities 
(Dataset: 2013/14 – 2021/22)

● Partners: Chesapeake Conservancy, UVM Spatial Analysis Lab, 
USGS, USFS, Chesapeake Bay Program Forestry Workgroup

● Access: https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/ 
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Tree Canopy Status and Change Fact Sheets

Find your 

locality’s fact 

sheet here!









Use Case: Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments Regional Tree Canopy Sub-Committe

● Having a dataset that is consistent across jurisdictions supported regional 
planning efforts

● Developed a tree canopy change projection model to 2050
● Estimated how much jurisdiction would need to spend to offset the 

projected loss in ecosystem services from tree canopy loss
● Evaluated impacts of potential approaches to tree conservation
● Established a regional tree canopy goal to maintain 50% tree canopy with 

intermediate and smaller-scale target goals to guide sub-regional 
conservation efforts 



Access your county & municipal 
fact sheet and the data guide:
 

Help spread the word!

https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/ 
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Visit the StoryMap, here:

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/67940e8f3ce44e9bb645845d0981e7c7


State of the Chesapeake Forests StoryMap

Highlights:
1. New estimates on the benefits of tree 

cover

2. Summarized data on forest and tree 

canopy change across the watershed

3. Interactive maps

4. Case Studies

5. Links to Tree Cover Fact sheets



Trees are providing over $15.3 billion in benefits annually!





This tree cover loss 
has resulted in the 

loss of $331 million 
in benefits annually!







Future updates to the State of Chesapeake 
Forests Storymap 
● Adding in new analyses on: 

○ Plantable space
○ Forest fragmentation 
○ Riparian forest cover

● Keeping current data updated
○ Next round of data will be for 25/26, expected in 2028

● Let us know what else you’d like to see! Reach out: 
Katherine.brownson@usda.gov



Questions?
Katherine.brownson@usda.gov

Presentation template by SlidesCarnival.
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