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Conserve, manage and restore forests and tree cover to
maximize benefits for water quality, habitat and people
throughout the watershed, with a particular focus on riparian
areas and communities.

TARGETS

Tree Canopy: Conserve tree canopy within communities b
and planting and maintaining 45,000 acres of community trees
over the long term.

Forest Buffers: Conserve riparian forest bf existing buffers and planting and
maintaining 7,50( of forest buffers annually to achieve no less than 71.5% riparian forest cover by
2040 and 75% riparian forest cover over the long term.

Forest Conservation: Achieve a net gain in forests over the long-term by reducing the rate of forest
conversion to other land uses by 33%, permanently protecting a total of 9 million acres of forested land,

of existing canopy
oy 2040 to achieve a net gain in canopy

and planting, maintaining and managing 202,000 acres of new forests by 2040.
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Community Tree Canopy: Conserve tree canopy within
communities by reducing the rate of loss of existing canopy and
planting and maintaining 45,000 acres of community trees by 2040

to achieve a net gain in canopy over the long term.
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Forest Buffers: Conserve riparian forest by reducing the rate of loss
of existing buffers and planting and maintaining 7,500 acres of forest

buffers annually to achieve no less than 71.5% riparian forest cover
by 2040 and 75% riparian forest cover over the long term.
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Forest Conservation: Achieve a net gain in forests over the long-term by
reducing the rate of forest conversion to other land uses by 33%,

permanently protecting a total of 9 million acres of forested land, and
planting, maintaining and managing 202,000 acres of hew forests by 2040.
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Forest Conservation: Achieve a net gain in forests over the long-term by

reducing the rate of forest conversion to other land uses by 33%,
permanently protecting a total of 9 million acres of forested land, and
planting, maintaining and managing 202,000 acres of new forests by 2040.
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Land Lands in forest
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Forest Conservation: Achieve a net gain in forests over the long-term by
reducing the rate of forest conversion to other land uses by 33%, permanently

protecting a total of 9 million acres of forested land, and planting, maintaining
and managing 202,000 acres of new forests by 2040.

NRCS forest management practice implementation
(cumulative)
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Forest Conservation: Achieve a net gain in forests over the long-term by

reducing the rate of forest conversion to other land uses by 33%, permanently
protecting a total of 9 million acres of forested land, and planting, maintaining
and managing 202,000 acres of new forests by 2040.
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Challenges and Management
Approaches



Challenges

Funding: Inconsistent funding and availability of effective programs for planting and
maintenance

Capacity: Workforce capacity for technical assistance, implementation and maintenance

Maintenance and management: Insufficient maintenance of new plantings and inadequate
or unsustainable long-term management of existing forests

Land use change: Fragmentation and conversion of forests and tree canopy to other
land uses

Stressors: Increasing forest health pressures (invasive species, pests, disease, deer
overabundance) degrading forest structure, function and resilience*

Changing environmental conditions: Increasing variability in temperature and precipitation,
saltwater intrusion, and extreme events (i.e. storms, droughts) degrading forest structure,
function and resilience*



Challenges

* Nursery stock: Insufficient availability of planting stock reflecting the size
classes, quality, quantity and diversity of species needed by partners

* Policy: Inadequate state and/or local policies that support effective
reforestation, forest and tree canopy conservation, and forest
management

* Local government engagement: Inadequate engagement with local
governments to support planning and decisions to support forests and
tree canopy

* Landowner engagement: Barriers to effectively engaging landowners to
participate in planting, maintenance, management and conservation

* Markets: Insufficient forest products markets and processing infrastructure,
particularly for low-value wood products



Management

approaches

Increase workforce capacity and tree supply
to accelerate implementation

Bolster funding, programs and partnerships

Leverage networks to enhance coordination
and restoration impact

. Address drivers of forest and canopy loss

Expand outreach and engagement with local
governments around forests and tree canopy

Ensure adequate maintenance and
management



* Workgroup/Goal Team review period: 7/24-
8/14
* Optional office hours held 7/29

* Revisions: 8/17-8/25
N eXt Ste pS * Send revised version 8/26 (one week in advance of

September meeting)

* Sept 2" FWG meeting: Discuss any remaining
iIssues before finalizing draft for goal team
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