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Verification Process and Schedule
2026

-July  -August  -September               -October                -November    -December

BMP SUBMISSIONS

WASTEWATER SUBMISSIONS

QAPP UPDATES

LAND USE SUBMISSIONS

VERIFICATION 
MEETINGS!

NEIEN APPENDIX 
ADJUSTMENTS

These 3 items are the 
major focus during the 
verification meetings; 
however, they depend on 
the understanding and 
completion of the above 
two steps.



Summary of Verification Review

• The annual verification review of Best Management Practice (BMP) 
data submitted by the seven Bay watershed jurisdictions for model 
progress is an assessment of the quality of reported information and 
follows CBP partnership protocols and procedures described in the 
2014 Strengthening Verification of Best Management Practices 
Implemented in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed: A Basinwide 
Framework, and Appendix V: Protocols for Verification of Annual BMP 
Data Submissions.

• These meetings are the final effort each year to make a better 
model! Initial meetings will be held week of Dec 8-12! 

https://d38c6ppuviqmfp.cloudfront.net/documents/Complete%20CBP%20BMP%20Verification%20Framwork%20with%20appendices.pdf
https://d38c6ppuviqmfp.cloudfront.net/documents/Complete%20CBP%20BMP%20Verification%20Framwork%20with%20appendices.pdf
https://d38c6ppuviqmfp.cloudfront.net/documents/Complete%20CBP%20BMP%20Verification%20Framwork%20with%20appendices.pdf
https://d38c6ppuviqmfp.cloudfront.net/documents/Complete%20CBP%20BMP%20Verification%20Framwork%20with%20appendices.pdf
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/files/documents/appendix_v_protocols_for_verification_of_annual_bmp_data_submissions_v1.15.2020.pdf
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/files/documents/appendix_v_protocols_for_verification_of_annual_bmp_data_submissions_v1.15.2020.pdf
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/files/documents/appendix_v_protocols_for_verification_of_annual_bmp_data_submissions_v1.15.2020.pdf


Water Quality Reporting Agency Contacts and Data Reporting 
Partners

Reporting Agency Contact:

• Delaware; Joseph Schell, DNREC
• Joseph.Schell@delaware.gov

• Washington DC; Sabine Miller, DOEE 
• Sabine.Miller@dc.gov

• Maryland; Dylan Burgevin, MDE
• Dylan.Burgevin1@maryland.gov

• New York; Cassandra Davis, NYDEC
• Cassandra.Davis@dec.ny.gov

• Pennsylvania; Tyler Trostle, PADEP
• Tytrostle@pa.gov

• Virginia; William Keeling, VADEQ
• Wiliam.Keeling@deq.virginia.gov

• West Virginia; Callie Sams, WVDEP 
• Callie.C.Sams@wv.gov

Partner Data Type Name Office/Affiliation Email
DC Both Sabine Miller DOEE sabine.miller@dc.gov
DC WW Diran Adalian DC Water diran.adalian@dcwater.com
DE NPS Joseph Schell DNREC joseph.schell@delaware.gov
DE WW George Mwangi DNREC George.Mwangi@delaware.gov
MD NPS Dylan Burgevin MDE dylan.burgevin1@maryland.gov

MD WW
Maria Izabel 
Martinez da Matta MDE maria.martinezdamatta@maryland.gov

NY Both Cassandra Davis NYDEC cassandra.davis@dec.ny.gov
PA NPS Tyler Trostle PADEP tytrostle@pa.gov
PA WW Kristi Cannon PADEP krcannon@pa.gov
VA NPS William Keeling VADEQ william.keeling@deq.virginia.gov
VA WW Laura Galli VADEQ laura.galli@deq.virginia.gov
WV NPS Callie Sams WVDEP callie.c.sams@wv.gov
WV WW Tricia Sizemore WVDEP tricia.t.sizemore@wv.gov
EPA Both Auston Smith EPA-CBPO smith.auston@epa.gov
CBPO Both Jessica Rigelman J7 LLC jrigelman@j7llc.com
EPA-DC Both Thomas Butler EPA-CBPO butler.thomas1@epa.gov
EPA-DE Both Tracy Clarke EPA Region 3 clark.tracy@epa.gov
EPA-MD Both Auston Smith EPA-CBPO smith.auston@epa.gov
EPA-NY Both Madeline Lambrix EPA Region 2 lambrix.madeline@epa.gov
EPA-PA Both Tracy Clarke EPA Region 3 clarke.tracy@epa.gov
EPA-VA Both Bo Williams EPA-CBPO williams.james@epa.gov
EPA-WV Both Auston Smith EPA-CBPO smith.auston@epa.gov
EPA WW Megan Thynge EPA-CBPO thynge.megan@epa.gov
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Chesapeake Bay Watershed Forestry BMPs
Sector BMP Name BMP Type Pre-BMP land use Post-BMP land use Credit Duration

Agriculture Forest Buffers
Land Use Change + 
Upland Efficiency Crop Forest 15 years

Agriculture

Forest Buffers on 
Fenced Pasture 
Corridor

Land Use Change + 
Upland Efficiency Pasture Forest 15 years

Agriculture Tree Planting Land Use Change
Ag Open Space, Crop 
or Pasture Forest 15 years

Agriculture Agroforestry Efficiency Crop or Pasture Crop or Pasture 10 years

Developed Urban Forest Buffers
Land Use Change + 
Upland Efficiency Turf Forest 15 years

Developed Urban Tree Planting Land Use Change
Turf, Compacted 
Pervious, Impervious

Tree Canopy over Turf 
Grass 15 years

Developed Urban Forest Planting Land Use Change
Turf, Compacted 
Pervious Forest 15 years

Natural Forest Harvesting Efficiency Harvested Forest* Harvested Forest 3 years 

*Harvested Forest Land Use should also be reported to CBP as part of annual reporting if possible. Otherwise a default rate will be assigned



● Improving accuracy of reported data (minimizing revisions in future 
progress years)

● Increasing verification of forest buffer BMPs
● Integrating new agroforestry BMPs into progress reporting
● Ensuring harvested forest land use acres are reported (where possible)
● Other issues?

Potential reporting and 
verification issues to address:



Forest Buffer Credit Expiration 

Land Use 

Change 

BMP  

2024 Cumulative Expired 

Acres

2025 Cumulative Expired 

Acres

Forest Buffer 81,257 82,935

Forest Buffer-

Streamside with 

Exclusion 

Fencing

3,364 2,505

Total 84,621 85,440

New acres 

expired
819



● CBP approved Silvopasture and Alley Cropping as new water quality BMPs in 2025

● The Chesapeake Agroforestry Network developed an Implementation Summary 
document that is available for states to use (or tailor and then use) to facilitate 
reporting of these new practices for water quality credit.

● If there is a history of this practice being implemented before 2025/2026, please 
work to upload these historical revisions/additions alongside the current year’s 
reporting.

New Agroforestry BMPs



● Regular reminders from CBPO on reporting deadlines
● A more detailed explanation of the progress reporting and verification process
● Targeted state-by-state meetings with state water quality leads
● Opportunities to review watershed forestry BMP data submitted to CAST prior 

to finalization
● Other needs or ideas? 

What additional support is needed to 
improve reporting and verification of 

watershed forestry BMPs?



Any questions?
You can contact us at smith.auston@epa.gov
Katherine.brownson@usda.gov

Thank you!

mailto:smith.auston@epa.gov
mailto:Katherine.brownson@usda.gov
mailto:Katherine.brownson@usda.gov

	Slide 1: Reporting and Verification of Forestry BMPs 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: New Agroforestry BMPs
	Slide 9: What additional support is needed to improve reporting and verification of watershed forestry BMPs?
	Slide 10: Thank you!

