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Blue Crab Abundance & Management OQutcomes ~—~
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Planning and implementing the next stock assessment.

Continuing to support the Chesapeake Bay Stock Assessment Committee’s annual
review of the status of the blue crab population.

Evaluating an allocation-based jurisdictional management framework.



Status Report: Blue Crab v

Leads: MD DNR, VMRC, PRFC, CBSAC

Recent activity:
* Draft 2016 Blue Crab Advisory report completed
* Stock assessment terms of reference completed
o Jurisdiction advisory committees initiated discussion on evaluation of allocation framework

Issues:
*  Funding for stock assessment

Next Steps:
* Review objectives of and identify funding for stock assessment

* Jurisdiction advisory committees compile initial input for the allocation framework
evaluation.
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Oyster Restoration Qutcome

Selecting tributaries for restoration;

Collecting appropriate data;

Setting restoration targets;

Developing and implementing restoration plans;
Tracking restoration progress;

Managing restoration efforts adaptively;

Working collaboratively to secure spat, substrate, financial and human resources;
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Considering the future protection of restored reefs.



Status Report: Oyster Restoration (¥

Leads: MD and VA Interagency Teams

Recent activity:

Harris Creek construction and planting completed; monitoring underway.
Tred Avon and Little Choptank construction and planting initiated.
399.3 acres of reefs have been built and seeded in the Choptank Complex; an additional 118.6 acres

have been built but are awaiting seed or have been partly seeded; 2.3 billion spat have been planted.
Restoration goals are established for Lafayette and Piankatank Rivers with restoration underway.
Goal is being determined for Lynnhaven to include evaluation of past and planned projects.

Maryland oyster management evaluation underway.
Funding for restoration and monitoring.

Next Steps:

Develop oyster restoration progress indicator.



Forage Outcome
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Defining forage species;

Determining the status of the forage base;

Establishing management objectives for forage species;

Promoting actions to manage fisheries and protect habitats that support forage;
Maximizing the efficiency of monitoring programs; and

Building on existing efforts to map areas and habitats important for the production

and maintenance of forage.



Status Report: Forage @

Leads: Forage Action Team

Recent activity:
* STAC workshop held and report recommendations presented to Management Board.
 Key forage species identified.
«  UMCES project on forage indicator and consumption profile development complete.
* Drivers of forage variability study funded and underway
*  Public outreach video being explored by Chesapeake Bay Program.

Issues:

 Does the management strategy and workplan satisfy requirement to develop a strategy:
“By 2016, develop a strategy for assessing the forage fish base available as food for
predatory species in the Chesapeake Bay.”

Next Steps:
* Determine how to utilize/apply forage indicator options 9
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Fish Habitat Outcome
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Developing a set of criteria to identify high-value fish habitat;

Mapping and targeting high-value fish habitat for conservation and restoration;
Developing thresholds to set clear conservation targets;

Communicating the importance of fish habitat;

Evaluating ways to enhance fish habitat protection; and

Identifying and prioritizing threats to fish habitat and proposing actions to manage

them.
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Status Report: Fish Habitat .

Leads: Fish Habitat Action Team

Recent activity:

* Tetra Tech projects to synthesize habitat requirements and threats for 14 lesser studied
fish/shellfish species.

Issues:

* Large scope (entire watershed) of outcome. Need to focus around and/or divide into
manageable regions.

e Coordinate with Habitat GIT.

Next Steps:
* |dentify priority species to help focus.
* |llustrate what is meant by fish habitat to GIT and Management Board.
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Implementation

- “Getting to Work” meetings
this summer for outcomes

=  Workgroup meetings and
tracking - how often?

- Updates at June/December
meetings and in
March/Sept newsletters

...other emerging issues?




