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Tributary Selection for Oyster 
Restoration in Virginia 



VIRGINIA TRIBUTARIES FOR RESTORATION 

1. Lynnhaven 
2. Lafayette 
3. Piankatank 
4. ??  Great Wicomico 
5. ?? 

 
Suggestion/Recommendation:  USACE has already 
completed significant amount of restoration work in the 
Great Wicomico…..should this be #4? 
 
Result:  Great Wicomico was added to the list. 
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Tier 1 Tributaries/Areas 
   

Restoration Target 
(Acres)  

Great Wicomico River 100 - 400 

Lower Rappahannock River 1,300 - 2,600 

Piankatank River 700 - 1,300 

Mobjack Bay 800 - 1,700 

Lower York River 1,100 - 2,100 

Pomocoke/Tangier Sound 3,000 - 5,900 

Lower James River 900 - 1,800 

Upper James River 2,000 - 3,900 

Elizabeth River 200 - 500 
      Lafayette (sub-trib of 
Elizabeth) 

80 

Lynnhaven River  90 - 200  



DISCUSSION AMONG VIRGINIA INTERAGENCY TEAM 

Criteria discussed for selection of tributary #5: 
 
1. Tier 1 – optimum for restoration 
2. Interest in restoration by organizations 
3. Public and stakeholder support  
4. Group consensus 
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DISCUSSION AMONG VIRGINIA INTERAGENCY TEAM 

Tributaries considered: 
1. Rappahannock 
 Pros: existing rotational harvest 
 Cons: huge tributary, difficult to reach restoration status 

2. Elizabeth River (apart from Lafayette) 
 Pros: Elizabeth River Project interested in working there 
 Cons: VMRC not interested in investment 

3. James River 
 Pros: VMRC interested in working there; develop new rotational 

harvest 
 Cons: Huge tributary, difficult to reach restoration status 

3. Lower York River 
 Pros: VMRC interested in working there 
 Pros: Good location; adjacent to VIMS and local interest 
 Cons: Large area 
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FINAL RECOMMENDATION FROM VA INTERAGENCY 
TEAM 

1. Lynnhaven 
2. Lafayette 
3. Piankatank 
4. Great Wicomico 
5. Lower York River 
 
#6/#11/Alternate:  Elizabeth River  
 
Discussion ….implications of listing 
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