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Criteria adoption and criteria assessments are two 
independent processes, governed by different 
regulations and policies. 
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NOIRA
Comment Period
(Public Meetings)

Participatory Approach
Advisory Committee

Virginia State Water 
Control Board Approval

Proposed 
Regulation 
Executive Review:
- OAG 
(no deadline)

- DPB (45 days)
- SNHR (14 days)
- ORM /Governor  
(no deadline)

NOPC
Comment Period
Public Hearing(s)

60 or more days
FINAL 
STAGE

EFFECTIVE
State/Federal

60-90 Days

File with 
Registrar

Virginia’s Water Quality Standards Rulemaking Timeline

Terms:
DPB = Dept. Planning & Budget
NOIRA = Notice Of Intended Regulatory Action
NOPC = Notice Of Public Comment
OAG = Office of the Attorney General
ORM = Office of Regulatory Management
SNHR = Secretary of Natural & Historic Resources

NOIRA Executive 
Review:
- DPB (14 days)
- SNHR (14 days)
- ORM/Governor

(No Time Limit)

NOIRA
Review/Approval

30-day

Final Regulation 
Executive Review:
- OAG 
(no deadline)

- DPB (21 days)
- SNHR (14 days)
- ORM / Governor 

(no deadline)

Prepare Final 
Recommended 

Regulation

180 days 180 days

Virginia State Water 
Control Board Approval

VA Submittal to 
EPA & EPA 

Review
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2026 IR Timeline

Data Pulls, Formatting Data
Database Prep
Assessment Script Updates

Data Solicitation Deadline
(Data window = 2019-2024)

2026 WQA Guidance 
Development

Regional Assessment Work

Draft 2026 IR

Public Comment Period

Final 2026 IR
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Questions?
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