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Where we can do better with communication

1. The dead zone is only one facet of the Chesapeake Bay 
dissolved oxygen story.  And it isn’t the most interesting facet.
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The results shown in 

these maps are based 

on a considerable 

amount of monitoring 

data, but this is not 

being communicated.
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public about Chesapeake Bay dissolved oxygen is not easy 
reading.

3. The results that DEQ publishes are not easy for the casual 
reader to interpret.

4. The current reporting is limited to only a few of the dissolved 
oxygen habitat goals (i.e., water quality criteria). 

5.  We should highlight the data being collected.  Everyone—not 
just nerds—loves data. 13



DEQ’s New Communication Tool 
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Goal of this page: Educate the general public about Bay DO in a concise, friendly way.
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Goals of this page: 1) Highlight DEQ’s Chesapeake Bay monitoring program and partners
    2) Educate the public about DO monitoring
    3) Engage the data nerds! 
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Goal of this page: Inform the public about what the data indicate in an easy-to-digest way    
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Goal of this page: Provide a high-level description of DEQ’s approach for interpreting the DO data 
       presented in this exploratory tool.
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Goal of this page: Empower the public to get involved
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Stay tuned for the Explorer’s launch date!
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Questions?
Contact: Tish Robertson
                 tish.robertson@deq.virginia.gov
                 (804) 659-1295

mailto:tish.Robertson@deq.virginia.gov
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