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Chesapeake Bay Commission

Tri-State Legislative Commission
Established by state law in 1980s
MD, VA, PA
7 Members from each State
2 Senators, 3 Delegates

® Translate Science Into Federal & State Policy
® Serve as a Legislative Voice within Bay Program
® Coordinate Policy Interests with Congress



State & Federal Highlights - 2024

Across the Board

* Pay for Performance / Pay for Outcome Programs in all 3 Jurisdictions
* State-Funded Agriculture Cost-Share Programs in all 3 Jurisdictions

In Pennsylvania

$50 M /year in
dedicated funding for
Clean Streams Fund

Four streams delisted
through targeted
restoration

In Virginia

Record Ag Cost Share
funding

New Pay for Outcomes
pilot program

Statewide invasive
species management
program

In Maryland

Whole Watershed Act

Clean Water
Commerce Act
updates

PFAS mitigation and
prevention

In Washington, DC

5-year
reauthorizations

NDAA Stormwater
authorities

Continued FY25 and
Farm Bill advocacy




Commission Publications - 2025

2024 Bay Commission

Annual Report
February 2025
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ADVANCING CHESAPEAKE BAY RESTORATION
A Model for Voluntary, State-Led, Federally Supported Conservation

CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMISSION | FEBRUARY 2025

he Ch ke Bay Program p hip is a model for voluntary,
state-led, federally supported restoration. It has benefited from
ipartisan, multi-juri support and ip its

40+ year history. The Chesapeake Bay Commission looks forward to
working closely with you to ensure its continued success.

WHO WE ARE
Created by the General Assemblies of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, the Chesapeake Bay Commission
(Commission) is an interstate legislative dedicated to blishing and I

and practicable policy for the restoration of the Chesapeake Bay. The Commission is a bipartisan assembly of

prominent leaders from all three states, including fifteen legislative members, thres inet-level secretaries,
and three citizen appointees. Since its creation in 1980, the Commission has been a leader in the states™
Bay-wide environmental protection and restoration efforts, driving state-led restoration opportunities and

efforts which are now yielding a Bay in recovery.

THE BUSINESS OF THE BAY: AN ECONOMIC ENGINE

The Chesapeak
value — they are also huge economic engines for the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia. From
recreational trout fishing to harvesting blue crabs, healthy Bay waters provide jobs, personal income, and state
revenue

Bay and its rivers and streams are not merely an ecosystem of immense natural resource

Research shows that the total estimated natural capital value of the Chesapeake Bay watershed is a whopping
$107.2 billion annually in its current state of recovery.' The value of a Bay watershed with clean water jumps
10 $129.7 billion annually, a $22.5 billion per year increase.

‘The advantages of a recovering watershed are not simply economic; there are the added benefits of improved
quality of life. These benefits include improved food production (farming, hunting and fishing), better urban
management of stormwater that reduces flooding to protect life and property, safer drinking water supplies,
and increased access to recreation (tourism, outdoor sports, fishing and hunting, ete.).

Phillips, Spencer, and Beth McGee. 2016. “Ecosystem Service Benefits of a Cleancr Chesapeake Bay.” Coastal Management 44
(3): 241-58. doi: 10.1080/08920753.2016.1160205.

Bay Restoration

Federal Memo
February 2025

CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMISSION - APRIL 2025
FEDERAL AGENCY BUDGET REQUEST

FISCAL YEAR 2026

HE CHESAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM PARTNERSHIP IS ONE OF THE
most ambitious and successful watershed restoration efforts ever
attempted. Achieved through the collaborative work of federal, state,
local, and nongovernmental partners, and more importantly, an
engaged and supportive public, we have a cleaner watershed than

we did when the effort began in 1983, despite many environmental

challenges.

As Congress begins deliberations on the FY 2026 federal budget, the
Chesapeake Bay Commission offers this report identifying the federal
funding needed to continue the partnership’s success. We further highlight
three priorities where targeted action will strategically accelerate
achievement of even greater progress.

The Bay’s Congressional delegation has been steadfast in its
commitment and leadership to restore the watershed and its living
resources. Continued success depends on maintaining the Federal funding
that provides the catalyst for our restoration efforts. Each Federal dollar
spent leverages three more from state, local, and private partners.

Who We Are and What We Do

The Ci Bay C is atri-state legislative c with
bipartisan membership from Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. We
work to advance policy at all levels of government to revitalize and protect
the Chesapeake Bay watershed. We are the only legislative branch member
of the Chesapeake Bay Program partnership. This joint federal-state effort
is producing tangible results in cleaner water, healthier fisheries, and
greater economic and environmental resilience.

| Chesapeake Bay Commission
; | Policy for the Bay

Federal Agency

Budget Request FY2026
April 2025




Federal Budget

Expected

Delivered

Impact

FY 2025 Continuing Resolution

March 15th

Continuation of FY24 spending levels
through end of FY25

Agency Reduction in Force and
Reorganization plans (ARRP)

Phase 1 plan: March 13
Phase 2 plan: April 15

Implementation
by end of FY25

Plans for attrition, layoffs,
reorganization, office closures

FY 2025 Agency Spending Plans

April 25

?

Agencies disclose FY25 spending plans to
Congress.

FY 2025 Rescissions Package Week of April 18 ? President’s request to rescind previously
appropriated funds.
Budget Reconciliation bill House: Memorial Day ? Mandatory spending cuts and tax cuts
Senate: July 4
FY 2026 President’s Budget Skinny: April 28 Skinny: May 2 OMB/Agency budget proposal to
Full: Memorial Day Congress for FY26
FY 2026 Congressional Bills: March-June In progress Appropriations Committees hold

Appropriations process

Floor votes: July-Oct

hearings, receive Member requests,
draft and mark-up bills for floor votes.




Federal Policy

* America’s Conservation Enhancement (ACE) Reauthorization Act
(2025)

e 5-year reauthorizations (through FY 2030) of Chesapeake Bay Program,
Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Watertrails Network, and Chesapeake
Watershed Investments for Landscape Defense Act.

 Farm Bill Reauthorization (20257?)

* Second 1-year extension of 2018 Farm Bill passed in December 2024.

* Future funding levels for Conservation title (through FY 2031) included in
House Agriculture Committee’s Reconciliation bill.
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