Stewardship Lightning Talk:

CCAN’s Tree Rescue Team Program

June 23, 2026

Meredith Prescott (she/her), Program Manager
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Which trees count?

Category Yes - Count No - Do Not Count
Age 10+ years (5in diameter) >10 years
Health Generally healthy If 2 or more signs of poor health are present:

- Significant leaning

- Significant dead/dying branches

- Lack of foliage during growing season

- Broken branches or twigs surrounding the
tree

- Rot, fungus, or decay on trunk

Vine pressure

Trees are moderately to severely affected by vines
- <50% of the trunk is covered in invasive vines
- Vines have grown up into the canopy at least
to the lower branches

- Small vine tendrils are growing up the base
of the tree but have not yet reached lowest
branches

- Trees is completely covered by a blanket of
vines

Access Tree is reasonably accessible to volunteers Tree is on a hazardous slope, trunk is wedged
between fences or other barriers are present
Species Native Non-native
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Addressing invasive vines on private property

Want invasive vines removed from trees
on your property?

Free your trees from being overtaken by invasive vines at no cost to you.

Trained CCAN volunteers will come to your residence and remove invasive vines from your
trees using simple hand tools. Fill out this survey and we will reach out to you with more
information and to schedule a time for our volunteers are able to come by.

meredith@chesapeakeclimate.org Switch account (%)

The name and photo associated with your Google account will be recorded when you upload
files and submit this form. Your email is not part of your response.

* Indicates required question
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INVASIVE VINES MAY BE
KILLING TREES ON YOUR
PROPERTY!

 CIERTAS ENREDADERAS INVASIVAS PUEDEN ESTAR MATANDO LOS
ARBOLES DE SU PROPIEDAD!

ENGLISH IVY AND OTHER NON-NATIVE
INVASIVE VINES CAN KILL YOUR TREES &
COST YOU THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS!

AHEDRA INGLESA Y OTRAS ENREDADERAS INVASIVAS NO AUTOCTONAS
PUEDEN MATAR SUS ARBOLES Y COSTARLE MILES DE DOLARES.

WE WILL REMOVE THEM FOR FREE!
[LAS ELIMINAREMOS GRATIS!

CCAN IS PARTNERING WITH CASEY TREES TO MOBILIZE
VOLUNTEERS TO REMOVE INVASIVE VINES FROM
THOUSANDS OF TREES IN PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY & DC.
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QUESTIONS?

CONTACT US TO HAVE INVASIVE VINES
ON YOUR PROPERTY REMOVED FOR FREE.
VINES[ICHESAPEAKECLIMATE.ORG
202-770-1416




Forming local tree rescue teams

= Chesapeake
Climate Action 7
Network



Challenges

Private property trees harder to

identify and rescue

Volunteer recruitment in

low-income communities

Limited scope & duration

Vines grow back!
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We rescued trees on your property! (&l inbox x -

Meredith Prescott <

dith@chesay Tue, Oct21,10:53AM (6daysago) ¢ € §

Dear David,

Over the weekend we clipped or sawed invasive vines from trees on your property.

Our procedure:

We concentrate on mature, canopy trees that are enci

ircled by vines, and address smaller or less-infested trees f time permits.

Invasive vines that threaten trees in ths area include Engiish ivy, wintercreeper, porcelainberry, and others. We try notto disturb native
vines, such as poison ivy, Virginia creeper, greenbriar, or wild grape — birds and other wildife depend on these species

We typically cip or saw each vine in two places: a few feet up the tree, and at ground level. The resultis a window where no vines are
‘growing, which gives the tree a few years before vines can seriously threaten the tree again. However, in cases where the vines are
solidly attached to the tree - and ripping it off would damage the tree bark - we simply cut the vines at the lowest point possible.

Afterward, most of the vines will stil be attached to the trees. You should ses the vines tum brown i

the next two or three weeks, but

‘sometimes it can take months if they are mature vines. Fel free to let us know!

What you can do to help your trees

Other

« Keep invasive vines away from the base of the trees.

Keep an eye on your trees. If invasive vines begin to grow up the trunk, its time to take care of them. The longer you wait the

more difficult it becomes. You can simply pull them off with your fingers or use a pruner. Be careful notto cut the tree's bark

See more here.

« Once you've saved your trees, you can begin to remove invasives from the rest of your property. Leam to identify invasive, as
well as native, plants. Get a helpful app. such as Seek, or iNaturalist

resources for backyard

« Plant natives to replace the invasive vines and other plants. See this website for more info.
- Valunter with GGAN or ater orgaizaons, such a5 Monigamer. County Weed Wartas o hep remove invasiv pians n
e community. Volunteering is a great way 1o learn to ID invasive plants, and leam how to remove them.
. em a free tree professionally planted by Casey Trees
« Receive 2 free native shrubs in exchange for removing 1 invasive shrub through CNPP.
« Have a professional yard consultation free through CNPP. Contact info@communitynativeplantingproject org for more
information

We thank you again for participating in the Tree Rescue Team Program and your interest in saving our shared urban forest. Please let us
know if you have any questions

Best,
Meredith

Meredith Prescott (she/her/hers
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Questions?

meredith@chesapeakeclimate.org
202-770-1416
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