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9:10 Riparian Forest Buffer Indicator- Katie Brownson, USFS 
Ka�e gave an update on preliminary 2022 data for the Riparian Forest Buffer indicator. She discussed the 
ini�al ideas for upda�ng the indicator using the land use data that will be discussed further at the joint 
Forestry/Land Use Workgroup mee�ng on December 1st.  

The Bay Watershed planted 457 miles1 in 2022, which is a substan�al increase from the  the 2021 
numbers.  We are trending towards our 900 miles. However, we are far from the WIP 3 goals. The 
progress needed to meet those goals con�nues to get bigger as 2025 gets closer. Ka�e ran through some 
graphs showing where those trees were planted (PA saw the biggest bump in miles added). All of the 
state numbers are available via spreadsheet, email Ka�e to get access.  

Ka�e men�oned  now that we have the high-resolu�on data and a new 1:24K stream network, there is 
an opportunity to understand beter if we are mee�ng the goal of having 70% of riparian areas forested 
within the watershed.  

The updated forest buffer indicator will mimic the tree canopy indicator, which reports both BMP 
implementa�on to understand tree canopy gain and LULC change to understand canopy loss.   

 
1 Note we ini�ally reported a higher number at the mee�ng, but this number has since been reduced due to an 
error found in the excel spreadsheet 

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/event/november-forestry-workgroup-meeting


There are a couple of next steps that will be discussed at length at the December mee�ng, including 
talking about the defini�on of a forest in the context of this indicator.  

Discussion 

When talking about the increase in forest buffers planted,  it was men�oned that it is most likely due to 
increased investment. The hope is that communica�ons around increased buffer plan�ng can highlight 
the importance of investment in buffer programs and capacity.  

Including informa�on on % of the plantable riparian area that is forested with the indicator may be a 
helpful visualiza�on for folks and help tell a wider story. This sort of analysis could likely be included as 
part of the next phase of the State of Chesapeake Forests Storymap, as we try to keep the RFB Indicator 
simple and directly �ed to the language in the RFB Outcome for ease of interpreta�on.  

9:30  USFS IRA Forest Landowner Support Program -  Collin Shephard, USFS 
Collin provided an overview of a new USFS Forest Landowner Support program that is being funded 
through the Infla�on Reduc�on Act.  

In the presenta�on, Collin reviewed the Legisla�ve Provisions of the funding, what the funding looks like, 
funding �melines, who can apply, what land they are targe�ng, benefits, and how applicants can find 
support.  

It was noted that there is a non-compe��ve funding op�on that is open to state forestry agencies. The 
compe��ve funding is open to various en��es, including for-profit organiza�ons, non-profit 
organiza�ons, and tribal governments. The real focus of this funding opportunity is suppor�ng the 
par�cipa�on of underserved forest landowners to help with climate mi�ga�on and forest resilience. The 
landowner support program is focused on suppor�ng ac�vi�es that support the par�cipa�on of 
underserved and/or small-acreage landowners in emerging private markets for climate mi�ga�on or 
forest resilience.  

To view the en�re presenta�on, use this link.  

Discussion  

A ques�on about emerging markets arose: how directly does an applicant need to connect their prac�ce 
to the outlined emerging markets? Applicants should expect to ar�culate at least how the proposed 
project is linked to the intent of the funding.  

9:50  USFS Forest Legacy Program  (FLP)- Kirston Buczak, USFS 

Kirston presented on the USFS Forest Legacy Program, highlighting new components of 
the program is funded through the Inflation Reduction Act.  
 
FLP is a conserva�on program that is implemented in partnership with state agencies to encourage the 
protec�on of privately owned forest lands through conserva�on easements or fee purchases. The FLP is 
funded through the Land Water Conserva�on Fund (LWCF). The FLP received $700 million through the 
Infla�on Reduc�on Act (IRA) in 2022. Those IRA funds need to be spent by 2031.  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/state-private-forestry/coop-forestry/ira-forest-landowner-support
https://d18lev1ok5leia.cloudfront.net/chesapeakebay/documents/IRA-FLS-CBFWG-11-1-23.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/private-land/forest-legacy/program


$250,000 in IRA money is set aside for an administra�ve grant fund for each state annually based on 
need over a five-year period (FY23-FY27). This provides the opportunity to fund projects that may not be 
typically funded through LWCF.  

Three types of projects can be funded through IRA: Large Landscape, state- Tribal partnerships, and 
strategic small tract. Large landscapes are large-scale with high-impact opportuni�es with excep�onal 
economic, social, and environmental benefits. State-tribal partnership projects are projects in which a 
state works in partnership with tribes to iden�fy and conserve lands with high importance and 
significant benefits for those tribes.  Strategic Small tract projects are ones that support the conserva�on 
of strategic or adjacent proper�es already conserved. IRA projects follow the same process and ranking 
as LWCF projects, with some addi�onal requirements.  

Discussion  

With the LWCF fund, does it come with any restric�ons on future land use? FLP has a strict land use 
policy. Any land that gets funding needs to be at least 75% forested. 

A ques�on about where the FLP gets it money came up, and Kirston noted that the LFP has goten more 
stable funding from the Great American Outdoors Act.  

10:10 Chesapeake WILD- Faren Wolter, USFWS 

Faren provided an overview of the Chesapeake WILD program with a focus on forest and headwater 
projects. The WILD grant is rela�vely new, with its first year of funding star�ng in 2022.  For FY24, the 
hope is to have around $8 million to fund projects. WILD grants have funded ecology projects related to 
at-risk & listed species, science and data gaps, ac�ons led by indigenous and people of color, and cross-
jurisdic�onal management & capacity building. WILD also funds projects that connect people with 
nature. Some of those projects include restoring cultural connec�ons with living resources, equitable 
access, community-led and managed green spaces and habitats, and faith-based injus�ce-led 
conserva�on ac�ons.  

Faren highlights some of the forest projects that the WILD grant has funded.  Some examples include:  

• a project was funded to develop a wetland assessment and restora�on assessment plan for 
indigenous-owned mountaintop forestland in VA.  

• Helped permanently protect 1,000 acres of forestland, wetland, and high-quality riparian 
corridors in Western PA.   

• Funded the Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust to protect 1K acres of cri�cal forested habitat 
permanently.  

There is an inten�on with the WILD grants to invest in under-resourced communi�es. 83% of WILD 
proposals are doing conserva�on work in places with more diversity, higher poverty and unemployment, 
and lower household income than the na�onal average.  

The FY 24 RFP release will happen some�me in late January/ early February. The RFP will be shared 
widely.  

10:30 Update on Beyond 2025- Katie Brownson, USFS 

https://www.nfwf.org/programs/chesapeake-bay-stewardship-fund/chesapeake-wild


Ka�e provided an update on the work of the Beyond 2025 Steering Commitee. Kaite ran through the B 
25 steering commitee �meline and the big picture. ERG is a contractor evalua�ng the partnership and 
the work it is doing while the steering commitee is taking on ques�ons like where we want to be. And 
what is our path forward? The steering commitee has also set up high-profile topics that will help 
inform some of the recommenda�ons. The topics include climate, healthy watersheds, clean water, 
people, and shallow water habitats. These topics are being discussed in small groups, where they will be 
reported out on at bigger steering commitee mee�ngs.  As the small groups meet they will consider the 
following ques�ons:  

3 Vs 

• VISION: What does success look like? What do we hand to the next genera�on? 
• VALUE: What are we doing that works? What could be improved? What learnings can we draw 

from? 
• VANGUARD IDEAS: What idea would be transforma�ve? 

Cross-Cu�ng Considera�ons 

• CLIMATE: How does climate change interact with your topic? 
• PEOPLE: How can we beter center people in our efforts on this topic? 
• LIVING RESOURCES: How can your topic maximize living resource impacts? 

The small group has a two-month �meline to meet and discuss and then return to the full steering 
commitee to share what each group thinks is most important.  

If workgroup members want to get involved they are more than welcome.  

Anne noted that forests are very much a part of all these these high-profile topics. Ka�e responded that 
the hope is that forests will be considered as part of the cross-cu�ng considera�ons. 

Judy asked if a white paper on how forestry meshes with each high-profile topic. Ka�e responded that it 
is a litle early for those connec�ons, but definitely something that we should keep on the back burner.  

Anne asked to make sure we highlight the “big things”- are we plan�ng more forest? 

Judy suggested that we look at our management strategy to help build out the “big things.”  

Faren noted that there is an “opportunity to connect brook trout outcomes/needs (e.g., water temp) to 
not just riparian and to focus on surrounding landscape protec�on & reforesta�on”.  

Ka�e suggested that we use a future Forestry Workgroup mee�ng to start having these discussions 
about what the Workgroup thinks the broader partnership needs to consider for forestry as we move 
beyond 2025. We will also need to have these discussions as we start thinking about developing a new 
10-year Management Strategy. Our current strategy expires in 2025.  

Round Robin  

MD: Eliot Campbell from the Chesapeake and Coastal Services was awarded a 10-million-dollar RCPP 
grant from NRCS for buffers and reforesta�on in MD  


