
Maryland’s Fish Consumption Advisory (FCA)



Introduction

Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) goals:

1. maintaining the health benefit of fish consumption, 

2. minimizing the potential for toxic chemical exposures to anglers and 

those who consume the anglers’ catch, 

3. using credible and understandable science, and 

4. presenting the information in a manner conducive to maximum 

voluntary compliance.





A word about PFAS

For the purposes of the Fish Consumption Advisory 
Program, the following information is focused on 
preventing ingestion of bioaccumulated PFAS in food, 
not necessarily incidental water ingestion.  

Our advisories are based off a screening value derived 
from drinking water standards.  This assumes that the 
average person will or should be drinking at least 64 
ounces of water a day, if you drink 64 ounces of water 
while swimming…you’re doing it wrong.



Outreach

• Brochures available for print or electronic posting in English and 
Spanish

• Online interactive map that shows fish advisories 
– Locator feature (zoom to your location with one click)
– Advisories listed by area (including general advisories)
– Pictures of adult fish (to aid proper identification)
– Link to video that shows proper cleaning technique that can reduce PCB 

concentration in meat by up to 80%

• PDF tables of fish consumption advisories for the entire state, sorted 
by location and species.

• PDF tables of fish consumption advisories for each individual county 
(including waterbodies in adjacent counties that may be shared)



MDE Interactive Fish Consumption Advisory Map

Interactive map:

https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/FCA/inde
x.html

County PDFs:

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Marylander/fi
shandshellfish/Pages/fishconsumptionadvisory.aspx
#
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Signs – Materials

• 18” x 18”, 0.08” thick, gloss with laminate, aluminum 
signs
– Signs are now more cost effective



New Signs – New Information

• Each sign is customized for the County

• Signs link to the county-specific PDF Consumption 
Advisory and to interactive FCA Map
– Signs no longer need to be updated, PDF is updated, so 

they will always have the most current advisories

• Signs are available in English and Spanish
– Other languages are available upon request

• Each sign has QR codes for quick response to links on 
signs.



New Stickers – New Information

• Link to English and Spanish Statewide Consumption 
Advisories.



Contact Information

• Amy Laliberte
Amy.Laliberte@maryland.gov

(410) 537 – 3818

(410) 960 - 7297

mailto:Amy.Laliberte@maryland.gov

