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C B P  I N D I C A T O R S ( 2 0 1 5 )

Influencing Factor: What key 

influencing factors are impacting the 

achievement of an outcome?

Output: Are we doing what we said we 

would do in our work plans and 

management strategies?

Performance: Are we achieving the 

outcome?



• Simple and easy to understand

• Be scientifically well-founded

• Have a reference or threshold value of significance

• Be responsive to changes in the environment

• Show trends over time

• Feasible to measure and report (reasonable 

cost/benefit ratio)

• Updated regularly with reliable procedures (timely 

with support of a monitoring program)

• Adequately documented, known quality

• Be useable by the community

• Policy relevant

C B P :  I M P O R T A N T  I N D I C A T O R  Q U A L I T I E S ( 2 0 1 6 )

Selected from report to the Balaton Group by the Sustainability 

Institute: “Indicators and information systems of sustainable 

development”



E C O H E A L T H  J O U R N A L
I N D I C A T O R S ( 2 0 0 7 )

Condition: Explicit reference condition, 

current status

Evaluate: Clear relationship (i.e. progress) 

to a management objective

Diagnostic: Information about system 

condition that impacts management goals

Communication: Simple and easy to 

interpret

Futures: Forecast conditions based on 

current information



• An indicator can fit more than one 

classification/function

• Measurement implies something more about the 

system than just a parameter value

• Integrate management objectives, ecological 

understanding, and monitoring design

E C O H E A L T H :  I M P O R T A N T  I N D I C A T O R  Q U A L I T I E S



C B P  ( 2 0 2 5 )



b s u l l i v a n @ c h e s a p e a k e b a y . n e t

Thank you!
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