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Link to YouTube Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hLlLf8ESIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hLlLf8ESIA


Source: Farrell et al., Science (2021)

The Legacy of Colonialism

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe4943


Founded with a Purpose to Serve
Our Vision: Tribal nations in the Chesapeake region are 
leading rematriation efforts of ancestral landscapes in 
ways that support the care, repair, and Indigenous 
connections needed to protect cultural heritage for 
future generations. 
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Our Mission: To build 
the capacity of tribal 
nations to rematriate and 
care for their lands in a 
manner that reinforces 
sovereignty and 
self-determination. 

Photo credit: Pamela D’Angelo



 “Only tribes who maintain a legal relationship to the US government through binding 
treaties, acts of Congress, executive orders, etc., are officially “recognized” by the federal 
government. Once “recognized” a tribe has a legal relationship with the United States.”
–Native American Rights Fund
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Sovereignty 101: A Very, Very Short Primer

Federally recognized tribes are not stakeholders or 
the general public, they are Sovereign Nations.

 “As the U.S. Supreme Court has affirmed, Indian Tribes are a unique political class, not a racial 
one, and their sovereignty and trust relationship with the federal government must be upheld.”
-Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), February 5, 2025  

Resources to Learn About Tribal  Sovereignty

https://www.indian.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/02.05.25-Indian-Affairs-Committee-Chairman-Murkowski-Letter-to-OMB.pdf
https://www.indigenous-chesapeake.net/post/restoring-america-s-estuaries-with-indigenous-ideas-and-innovations


The  UN Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples codifies international law with 
regard to the universal rights for Indigenous Peoples.

6

Understanding International Rights

The ICC operates with Free, Prior and Informed 
Consent to respect the rights of Indigenous Peoples 
codified into international law.

Under UNDRIP, the ICC affirms the “universal right to self-determination. Free, prior and informed 
consent (FPIC) allows Indigenous Peoples to provide or withhold/ withdraw consent, at any point, 
regarding projects impacting their territories. FPIC allows Indigenous Peoples to engage in 
negotiations to shape the design, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of projects.” 

ICC Fundraising Policy, Approved October 23, 2023 by the ICC Board

https://www.fao.org/indigenous-peoples/our-pillars/fpic/en/
https://www.indigenous-chesapeake.net/_files/ugd/42897a_cbd4bf3bcb104293bd8b4d440c71d323.docx?dn=ICC%20Fundraising%20Policy%20FINAL%202023.docx


What Does the Future of Indigenous-led 
Conservation Look Like?

Some responses…
● Sovereignty Respected in State Codes
● Better Easement Pathways: Conservation, Cultural, 

Sacred, Held by Tribal Governments
● Stronger Sovereign-to-Sovereign Co-Management 

Agreements
● Tribal Sovereignty in the Chesapeake Bay Program
● Tribal Conservation Codes & Zoning (e.g. Rights of 

Nature)
● Compacts and Accords on Landscape Scale Management 

(e.g. Great Lakes Consent Decree)
● First Light Land Return Initiative (Just Give it Back)
● Indigenous Guardians
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https://www.conservationpartners.com/tsnungwe-tribe-cultural-easement/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4492026
https://lib.law.uw.edu/friendly.php?s=cooperative
https://lib.law.uw.edu/friendly.php?s=cooperative
https://www.centerforenvironmentalrights.org/rightsofnature
https://www.centerforenvironmentalrights.org/rightsofnature
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/fisheries/tribal/2000
https://dawnlandreturn.org/
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/guardians


What Does the Application of 
Indigenous Knowledge Look Like? 

● Increasing the Resilience of Shellfish to Ocean 
Acidification through Clam Gardening 
(Swinomish)

● Reducing Pollutants and Carbon Sequestration 
through River Cane Restoration (Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee)

● Increasing Biodiversity and Food Sovereignty 
through Indigenous Agro-Forestry (Hoopa 
Valley Tribe)

● Enhancing Soil Health, Culture and Habitat 
through Native Seed Banks (Cherokee Nation)
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 “You can’t solve a problem with 
the same kind of thinking that 
created it.”--Albert Einstein

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/swinomish-clam-garden-bolster-littleneck-clam-populations#:~:text=Acidification%20causes%20clam%20shells%20to,create%20shells%20and%20combat%20acidification.
https://research.fs.usda.gov/srs/products/compasslive/working-tribes-sustain-cherished-plant-river-cane-restoration-throughout
https://research.fs.usda.gov/srs/products/compasslive/working-tribes-sustain-cherished-plant-river-cane-restoration-throughout
https://ecotrust.org/press-release/coalition-of-partners-secures-funding-for-tribal-agroforestry/
https://ecotrust.org/press-release/coalition-of-partners-secures-funding-for-tribal-agroforestry/
https://www.thrivingcommunities.org/post/seeds-of-resilience-the-power-of-native-seed-banks


Creating Ethical Space
“The focus of ethical space is on creating a place for knowledge systems to interact 
with mutual respect, kindness, generosity and other basic values and principles. All 
knowledge systems are equal; no single system has more weight or legitimacy than 
another.

One system does not need the other to “corroborate” it to achieve internal validity. For 
example, the written system does not always need archaeological evidence to provide 
sound “proof” of an Indigenous practice or story.”

–(Source: Indigenous Placemaking and Ethical Space, 2020, Graphic: Vancouver Island University)

https://socialsciences.viu.ca/indigenous-protected-and-conserved-areas-planning
https://cela.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Indigenous-Place-Making-Ethical-Space.pdf
https://socialsciences.viu.ca/indigenous-protected-and-conserved-areas-planning


Key Milestones
July 2023:

● Board Presentation on Financing Long-term Tribal Capacity through Ecosystem Markets with National Indian Carbon Coalition (NICC)
● Request Approved by Board to Join Chesapeake Conservation Partnership

October 2023-February 2024:
● Board Presentation from Una’maki Institute of Natural Resources and Eli Enns on Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas
● Discussion w/ Tribal Marine Stewards Network
● Strategic Plan feedback from Tribal Staff

February-March 2024:
● Tribal Participation in ERG Interviews 
● ICC Participation and feedback in Beyond 2025: Peoples Feedback Session

April 2024:
● Formulation of Three-year Strategic Plan w/ Guardianship as Focus
● Presentation of Master’s Thesis on Sovereignty & the Chesapeake Bay Program and Agreement on Tribal Caucus
● Indigenous Guardians Summit Participation by ICC

June-July 2024:
● Conservation Finance Bootcamp Audit with First Nations Development Institute on Indigenous Application for Land Conservation and Capacity Building
● Tribal NGO Discussions re: Review of Beyond 2025 Draft Plan
● ICC Research on Watershed Wide Restoration Initiatives and Tribal Engagement for ICC Tribal Nation Members

October 2024:
● Plenary discussion Restoring America’s Estuaries Annual Conference on Respecting Tribal Sovereignty
● Coast Funds Event & Follow-up Discussion on Financing Indigenous Guardians Programs
● Attendance of International Congress for Land Conservation (Quebec City, Canada) by ICC Chair

November 2024:
● Board Briefing on Opportunities to Finance Tribal Capacity and formalize relationship with Chesapeake Bay Program
● Regional Tribal Operations Committee Annual Conference w/EPA and Commonwealth of Virginia  Leadership to engage in formal consultation on the CBP

December 2024- January 2025
● US Forest Service Grant Executed  with NICC to Explore Private Ecosystem Market Access to Build Tribal Capacity
● Formal Consultation with Federally Recognized Tribal Leadership and EPA Chesapeake Bay Program
● Declaration Passed and Submitted into Formal Record



GOOD AGREEMENTS: Enhance the use of and support for 
sovereignty-led solutions for rematriation.
 
SEEING & AWARENESS: Boost the capability of tribal nations 
to harness their sovereignty to sense and protect ancestral 
landscapes from emerging threats. 

GOOD RELATIONS: Develop leadership, training, and 
partnerships to protect and care for ancestral lands. 

FUNDING THE FUTURE: Create the flexible resources, both 
funding and non-extractive financing, needed to rematriate 
ancestral landscapes

Strategic Plan 2024-2026, Approved April 2024
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Where We Are Leaning In

https://www.indigenous-chesapeake.net/_files/ugd/42897a_fc404adefecf4fdcb53bb73633bd6635.pdf


INDIGENOUS INVOLVEMENT IN ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION: AN ANALYSIS OF 
VIRGINIA’S SOVEREIGN NATIONS INVOLVEMENT IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY 
PROGRAM
–Nicole Holmes Brooks (Passamaquoddy, Penobscot), UMCES, Master’s Dissertation, 
Presented to the Indigenous Conservation Council on April 16, 2024
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Sovereignty in the Chesapeake Bay Program

1. What is the current relationship between the Chesapeake Bay Program and the 
Sovereign Nations of Virginia?

1. How do the power dynamics between the CBP and stakeholders affect the 
involvement of Virginia Sovereign Nations in the Bay’s restoration?

1. What aspects of government-directed environmental projects could be positively 
affected with more Virginia Sovereign Nations involvement and relationship 
improvement on the Chesapeake Bay?
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Exploring Indigenous Guardians Networks

● Indigenous 
Guardians Toolkit

● Land Needs 
Guardians

● How Indigenous 
Guardians Protect the 
Planet (TED Talk)

● Indigenous 
Guardians Summit 
Report Out

Indigenous Guardians Summit, April 28-30, 2024, Lummi Nation

https://www.indigenousguardianstoolkit.ca/
https://www.indigenousguardianstoolkit.ca/
https://landneedsguardians.ca/
https://landneedsguardians.ca/
https://www.ted.com/talks/valerie_courtois_how_indigenous_guardians_protect_the_planet_and_humanity?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/valerie_courtois_how_indigenous_guardians_protect_the_planet_and_humanity?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/valerie_courtois_how_indigenous_guardians_protect_the_planet_and_humanity?language=en
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/blog/indigenous-stewardship-movement-takes-shape-in-us
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/blog/indigenous-stewardship-movement-takes-shape-in-us
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/blog/indigenous-stewardship-movement-takes-shape-in-us
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Finance for Forests, June 2024

Creative Financing for Indigenous Guardians Programs

“First Nations supported by 
Coast Funds have invested $48 
million of endowment 
earnings across 233 projects to 
leverage an additional $85 
million for stewardship and 
conservation (2008-2023). 

Secured funding, with existing 
due diligence, can help lower 
perceived risk and attract 
additional funding.”

https://coastfunds.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/FinanceForForests_Summary_digital-pages.pdf
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Already Moving…
Federally recognized tribes are already moving to establish partnerships and grant funding 
to support revitalizing Indigenous Knowledge. Some examples:

Virginia Tribal Educational Consortium: Approved Bureau of Indian Affairs grant to work 
with all federally recognized tribes to develop climate change capacity and Indigneous 
Knowledge with tribal youth and elders.

Rappahannock Tribe: Launched an Indigenous Environmental Education Center and 
partnering with US Fish & Wildlife Service to monitor fish species and incorporate 
Indigenous Knowledge as they work to reconnect their youth to their river and cultural 
traditions.

Nansemond Indian Nation, Monacan Indian Nation and Mattaponi Tribe: Partnering with 
University of Richmond to synthesize climate science and support Indigenous Knowledge on 
mapping climate impacts.

Upper Mattaponi Tribe: Supporting food sovereignty and water quality monitoring with tribal 
youth to develop their tribal TMDL.



A Declaration
A Declaration of Tribal Nations as Sovereign Governments Committed to the Protection and 
Restoration of Ancestral Lands and Waters through the Chesapeake Bay Program Partnership, 
Approved January 15, 2025

The resolution advances sovereignty, recognizes the unique political government-to-government relationships federally 
recognized tribes hold with the US federal government and states and key opportunities to meaningfully boost restoration 
and conservation efforts in the Bay region by:

1. Developing a true partnership with Sovereign Nations to reinforce a mutual duty of care for ancestral landscapes 
and the Chesapeake Bay watershed by creating a signatory status for Tribal Nations via the Indigenous 
Conservation Council;

2. Creating a new Indigenous Guardians Program funding program with Tribal Nations as the recipients to inspire 
new models of conservation that around the world have proven to accelerate the pace, effectiveness, and 
participation in conservation; and,

3. Establishing a new Tribal Nation Advisory Board within the Chesapeake Bay Program to guide the development 
Indigenous Guardian programs and application of Indigenous Knowledge to restore biodiversity, clean drinking 
water, and protect cultural resources.

Full Resolution

https://www.indigenous-chesapeake.net/post/a-formal-declaration-for-the-chesapeake-bay-program

