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Our Offices
OUR OFFICES



MSC Chain of Custody (CoC) Standard
Ocean to plate traceability 

through the entire supply chain

Healthy fish stocks1
Ecosystem impacts2
Effective management3

MSC Fisheries Standard
3 Principles for 

environmental sustainability

TWO GLOBALLY RECOGNIZED 
STANDARDS

Identification1
Segregation2
Effective management3
Only certified product 
carries the logo4



MSC AT A 
GLANCE

*engaged = certified and in assessment; Data: September 2025

594 
fisheries certified

56
countries engaged

76
fisheries 

In assessment

20% 
of wild marine 
catch certified



 

USA species certified

D.C.

Seattle

PACIFIC COAST
Alaska pollock
Albacore tuna
Atka mackerel
Bigeye Tuna
Brine shrimp
Cod (Pacific)

Flounder (two 
species)

Hake (Pacific)
Halibut
Lingcod

Market squid
Pacific ocean perch

Plaice
Rockfish (six species)

Sablefish
Salmon (five species)

Shrimp (pink)
Skate (longnose)

Sole (eight species)
Swordfish

Yellowfin Tuna

GULF OF AMERICA
Gulf menhaden

Louisiana and Texas 
oysters

Louisiana blue crab

EAST COAST
Acadian redfish

Atlantic menhaden
Dogfish

Haddock
Longfin and shortfin 

squid
Ocean quahogs

Pollock
Scallops

Scup
Surf clams
Swordfish

Winter and little skate
Yellowfin and 
albacore tuna



The Landscape of an Assessment
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Our OfficesRoles and 
Responsibilities

The Fishery Client

The CAB and Assessment 
Team 

Peer ReviewersNGOs

MSC Support

Anthony Mastitski
Fisheries Outreach 



What is assessed?



• The Unit of Certification (UoC) is that part of the Unit of 
Assessment (UoA) that can provide catches into the supply chain 
as ‘certified’.

• Other eligible fishers may exist where the UoC is smaller than the 
full UoA.  In these cases, other eligible fishers may also access the 
certificate if they accept “certificate sharing” arrangements set by 
the client.

• The assessment of the UoA must include the impacts of the other 
eligible fishers in order for them to be included on the certificate.  

Defining the unit of certification 



What is the unit of certification 
(Uoc)?

The location is…. The Gulf of St. 
Lawrence

The species is…. northern 
shrimp

The vessels…. Shrimp boats licensed to fish 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence

The method is… otter trawl 

The UoC is the same as 
the UoA minus any 
Other Eligible Fishers 
that are not initially 
certified but may join by 
‘certificate sharing’



The Fisheries Standard



The three principles of the Fisheries 
Standard
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Meeting the MSC 
Standard

5
year certificates  

100
State of 
the art

80
Best 

practice

60
Minimum
acceptable

fail

Unconditionalpass

Conditionalpass

Average score required

Conditions that 
require improvements

Assumed pull to
motivate improvements



Introduced Species Based 
Fisheries (ISBF)



Introduced Species Based 
Fisheries (ISBF)



THANK YOU!
Anthony Mastitski

East Coast Fisheries Outreach Manager
Anthony.mastitski@msc.org


