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EPIC Permitting Work

Permitting tech inventory
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Restoration streamlining and Pay for Success 
database (filter Topic = Permitting)

https://www.policyinnovation.org/permitting/inventory
https://www.policyinnovation.org/restoration/database
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Existing Pathways in the Chesapeake Bay

General permits for federal permits
US Army Corps Nationwide Permits

MD Dept of Environment’s dedicated stream team
Meets goal of reviewing restoration projects in 90 days 96% of the time

SolarApp+
Grants available in Maryland, 2 VA localities

VA’s Permitting Enhancement and Evaluation 
Platform (PEEP)
Transparency & accountability

https://www.policyinnovation.org/insights/streamlining-restoration-projects-with-nationwide-permit-27-an-explainer#:~:text=NWP%2027%20%E2%80%9Ccan%20be%20used,compensatory%20mitigation%20versus%20voluntary%20restoration.
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/Pages/Stream_Restoration.aspx
https://energy.maryland.gov/govt/Pages/SolarAPP.aspx
https://www.vaco.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/SolarApp_-How-Local-Governments-Can-Save-Time-and-Money-on-Rooftop-Solar-Permitting.pdf
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/get-involved/virginia-permit-transparency-and-permitting-enhancement-and-evaluation-platform
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Ideas to Consider Adopting

General permits, exemptions for state permits
CEQA Statutory Exemption for Restoration Projects, proposal in 
Massachusetts

Regional interagency coordination
Puget Sound ‘MART’ (Multi-Agency Restoration Team)

New permits specifically for restoration
Washington’s Habitat Recovery Pilot Program

Find more info for all in our database

https://www.policyinnovation.org/restoration/database
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What You May Not be Considering

Self-certification, automatic approval
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act General Permits, California’s 
‘OpLaw’ for state wetland/stream permitting

e-Permitting, including use of AI
VA DEQ proof of concept

Leadership
Governor, agency initiatives, performance metrics

Find more info for all in our database and permit tech inventory 

https://www.policyinnovation.org/restoration/database
https://www.policyinnovation.org/permitting/inventory


Environmental Policy Innovation Center (EPIC)

6

6

Thank 
You!
 Becca Madsen
 becca@policyinnovation.org
 940.231.4359

mailto:becca@policyinnovation.org
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Additional Examples and Resources
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Try Out AI Tools for Yourself
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link

link

link

https://youtu.be/agT5C6ovT8Q?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/@DrAndyStapleton
https://notebooklm.google/
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Permitting Tech - Future
● Helping draft documents

○ Templates
○ 🤖 AI drafting
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Turboplan

Schemeflow
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Permitting Tech - Future
● Assisting with permit review / 

management
○ Internal permit management
○ 🤖 “Norm engineering” / “computational law”
○ 🤖 Automated checks of completeness / 

eligibility
○ 🤖 Automated permit approval / assisted 

application review
○ Permit timelines
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BeInformed
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EPIC Permitting Tech Work
● Permitting tech inventory
● VA PEEP case study
● Wetland Impact Tracker tool
● Analysis of Trump’s Permit Tech Memo (4/15)
● Many more resources on 

○ Permitting tech and
○ Smart permitting in general
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https://www.policyinnovation.org/permitting/inventory
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/gsuiteintegration/index.html?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%2219pJVYTtOpCn6LAX2z8Gc-W7hVU9JLCjw%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22101297464027661616807%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D
https://climateprogramportal.org/wetlands-impact-tracker/
https://www.policyinnovation.org/insights/trumps-permit-tech-memo-promising-ideas-implementation-tbd
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Reduced requirements for voluntary projects

Proposed revision to NWP 27 (2025)

"Reporting. The permittee must submit a report containing information on the proposed aquatic 
ecosystem restoration, enhancement, and establishment activity to the district engineer at least 
30 days prior to commencing activities in waters of the United States authorized by this NWP. 
The report must include the following information: …
(3) Information on baseline ecological conditions at the project site, including a general 
description and map of aquatic and terrestrial habitat types on that site. The map of existing 
aquatic and terrestrial habitat types and their approximate boundaries on the project site should 
be based on recent aerial imagery or similar information, and verified with photo points or other 
field- based data points for each mapped habitat type;
(4) A sketch of the proposed project elements of the NWP 27 activity drawn over a copy of the 
map of existing aquatic and terrestrial habitat types on the project site; 
…”
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/18/2025-11190/proposal-to-reissue-and-modify-nationwide-permits

