
Invasive Catfish Workgroup: 
Maryland updates 2025

Branson Williams, Invasive Fishes Program
Maryland Department of Natural Resources

May 27, 2025 Branson.Williams@maryland.gov

mailto:Branson.Williams@maryland.gov


Fishery Management Plan

Fishery Management Plan for Tidewater Catfish 
dictates management for catfishes in tidal waters, 
including blue catfish and flathead catfish

Objectives

1. Generate data streams 
2. Promote fisheries
3. Solicit public input
4. Implement management strategies 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/Documents/Reg_Changes/FisheryManagementPlan_TidewaterCatfish_12-2021.pdf


1) Data Streams

• Tidal, freshwater electrofishing surveys (2025)

• Hoop net surveys for flathead catfish in lower 
Susquehanna River and Conowingo Reservoir

• Electrofishing surveys on non-tidal Potomac River



2) Promote Fisheries

• Blue Catfish Focus Groups to 
guide outreach efforts

• Grants to incentivize 
commercial harvesters 
($2,500 each, $50,000 total)

• Support for invasive fish 
harvest tournaments and 
derbies ($750 each, $7,500 
total)



3) Public Input

• Created Invasive Catfish Advisory Committee in July 
2024 (meets quarterly)

– membership includes conservation groups, 
recreational and commercial fishers, processors, 
academia, and others

– helped to implement Pilot Programs for 
commercial harvesters to expand fisheries and 
increase removals



4) Management via harvest

• Efficacy of recreational 
charters (hook-and-line, 
bowfishing)

• Economic value of 
recreational harvest fishery 

• Commercial harvest 
removed over 1M lbs of 
blue catfish in 2024



Invasive Fishes Program

Scan the QR code for additional 
information on the department’s 
Invasive Fishes Program

branson.williams@maryland.gov; 
410.260.8318
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