Protected Lands Data Definitions and Clarification Worksheet
Thank you for your collaboration on the Protected Lands Indicator (PLI) Date of Establishment/Year of Protection initiative. Our goal is to improve the completeness, consistency, and usability of Protected Lands datasets across jurisdictions, and your expertise as data managers is essential to that effort. The information you provide will help us better understand existing definitions, data structures, and data gaps within your submissions. Your responses will directly support a more accurate regional dataset and ensure that this project focuses attention where clarification and support are most needed.
1. Name, Jurisdiction, Agency 

2. How does your jurisdiction/agency define Protected Lands?

3. Does your jurisdiction/agency have a definition for “Date of Establishment” or “Year of Protection”? If yes, please provide the definition.

4. Is “Date of Establishment” used interchangeably with “Date of Protection” in your datasets?

5. Does your jurisdiction or agency have an online data access portal for parcel and deed records? If yes, please provide the link and any access instructions.

6. Are there areas where data is missing or difficult to obtain that you would like this project to focus on first?

7. Do you maintain a surface ownership or purchase history dataset for large, multi‑parcel state lands?

8. Are you aware of any Federal lands datasets (NPS, FWS, BLM, FS, USACE, NOAA) that include surface ownership records? If so, please share the data source and/or a contact person.

9. Are you aware of any upcoming or ongoing projects that may affect large numbers of records in your PLI submission datasets? If so, please provide any significant dates or deadlines so we can ensure ongoing work is not overwritten by changes to base datasets.

10. Please provide your most up‑to‑date source datasets for the PLI.

11. Are there any other contacts we should include in this project?








