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Puget Sound Partnership 

• NEP location and Geographic program
• Established as NEP in 1988, as PSP in 2007
• Supportive State Policy and Programs
• ESA drivers: Salmon and Orca
• Tribal Treaty Rights

“The Puget Sound NEP brings together regional leaders, experts and 
community members to protect, restore and maintain the 

ecological integrity of Puget Sound.”



Puget Sound Action Agenda 

• 4 Year Timeframes (2022-2026) 
• 5 Goals 
• Recovery Framework 
• Comprehensive and Implementation Plan

• 31 Strategies
• 137 actions 



Puget Sound Action Agenda 

• Updated Action Agenda 2026-2030 
• Recovery Plan 
• 20 topical areas
• Grouped into 4 Themes

• Healthy Communities 
• Sustainable Land Use 
• Resilient Habitats 
• Clean Water and Harvestable Shellfish 



Puget Sound Action Agenda
Foundations of Puget Sound Recovery 
• Funding 
• Research and Monitoring 
• Good Governance 
• Strategic Leadership and Collaboration 
• Workforce Development 
• Engagement and Behavior Change 



Vital Signs 

5 Major Goals
• Healthy Human Population 
• Thriving Species and Food Web
• Functional Habitat
• Healthy Water Quality 
• Vibrant Human Quality of Life 



Vital Signs 

23 Vital Signs (3-6 per goal)

70 Indicators 
• Getting Better
• Mixed Results
• Getting Worse 
• No Trend
• Limited Data

9 Targets (2030-2050)



Vital Signs 

Number of Indicators 
Making Progress 

Getting Better -6

Mixed Results - 12

Getting Worse - 7 

No Trend - 20

Limited Data -2 

Number of Indicators 
Meeting targets 

Near or At Target -0

Below Target - 9 

No Target - 61

Limited Data -0 



Vital Signs 

• Chinook Salmon
• Mixed Results 
• Below Target



Progress Indicators 
• Track Human Activities
• Progress Indicator Action Plans 
• 16 indicators

Progress Indicators 

Floodplain Habitat Acquisition Urban Growth

Floodplain Habitat Restoration Infill Development

Estuarine/Nearshore Habitat Acquisition Housing Diversity

Estuarine/Nearshore Habitat Restoration On-Site Sewage System Compliance

Riparian Habitat Acquisition On-Site Sewage System Failures

Riparian Habitat Restoration On-Site Sewage System Inventory

Farmland Protection Oil Spills

Farmland Conversion Emergency Response Equipment Funding



Progress Indicators 

• Urban Growth
• % Housing in UGA
• Getting Worse
• No Target 



Monitoring Network 

• Increase Collaboration 
• Support Adaptive 

Management 
• Improve Communication 

• Supports Vital Signs and 
Progress Indicators





Puget Sound State of the Sound 2025

“Science driven investments in Puget Sound 
protection and recovery are working. They deliver 

results we can measure and lay the foundation 
for thriving Puget Sound in the future.” 

– Larry Epstein, Deputy Director PSP



Discussion 

Wouldn’t you like to 
have orcas in the 
Chesapeake Bay? 
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