Charting a Course to 2025—Critical Path Forward

e Accelerate investments.

O

Thanks to the American Rescue Plan Act, Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and
increased state investments, the Chesapeake Bay Program will accelerate restoration
activities over the next 18 months. The speed and scale of this funding will be increased
with a particular emphasis on addressing lagging outcomes.

o Integrate emerging science and monitoring.

O

Recent scientific reports and findings have provided further understanding of how the
Chesapeake Bay and its surrounding watershed are responding to the implementation of
best management practices (BMPs), impacts from climate change and a rise in
environmental stewardship, to name a few. The Chesapeake Bay Program is already
integrating the insights from such recent reports as the A Comprehensive Evaluation of
System Response, Rising Watershed and Bay Water Temperatures, Enhancing
Chesapeake Bay Partnership Activities by Integrating Social Science and Enhancing the
Chesapeake Bay Program Monitoring Networks (note: this is not an exhaustive list) can
begin to be integrated into the partnership’s work. These are significant scientific
findings and increasing focus on geographic targeting, social science, robust monitoring
networks, the environmentally and economically important shallow waters of the Bay
and addressing rising water temperature implications will take time and careful
planning. The partnership will also use these next 18 months to prepare for how these
findings will be used in the next phase of Bay protection and restoration while taking
steps to integrate emerging science now.

e Fast-track action plans.

O

Over the past few years and in recent months, several action plans have been put into
place across the partnership. The Chesapeake Bay Program will lean harder into the
implementation of these plans moving toward 2025. These include, but are not limited
to, the jurisdictions’ Phase Ill WIPs, Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice (DEIJ) Strateqgy,
Implementation Plan, state riparian buffer action strategies, Wetlands Action Plan and
Climate Change Directive—Workplan.



https://www.chesapeake.org/stac/cesr/
https://www.chesapeake.org/stac/cesr/
https://www.chesapeake.org/stac/document-library/rising-watershed-and-bay-water-temperatures-ecological-implications-and-management-responses/
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/UMCES_Social_Science_Final_Report_w_Apps_2.7.23.pdf
https://cbtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/UMCES_Social_Science_Final_Report_w_Apps_2.7.23.pdf
https://d18lev1ok5leia.cloudfront.net/chesapeakebay/documents/Enhancing_the_Chesapeake_Bay_Program_Monitoring_Networks_A-Report_to_the_Principals_Staff_Committee.pdf
https://d18lev1ok5leia.cloudfront.net/chesapeakebay/documents/Enhancing_the_Chesapeake_Bay_Program_Monitoring_Networks_A-Report_to_the_Principals_Staff_Committee.pdf
https://d18lev1ok5leia.cloudfront.net/chesapeakebay/documents/CBP_DEIJ_Strategy.pdf
https://d18lev1ok5leia.cloudfront.net/chesapeakebay/documents/deij-implementationplan-dec2021.pdf
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/who/group/forestry-workgroup
https://d18lev1ok5leia.cloudfront.net/chesapeakebay/documents/2023.01.17-2023-Wetlands-Action-Plan_FINAL.pdf
https://d18lev1ok5leia.cloudfront.net/chesapeakebay/documents/EC-Climate-Directive-Workplan-and-Federal-Commitments_2022-11-23-193737_ovtz.pdf

