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Goal: Vital Habitats

Outcome: 
Sustain and increase the habitat benefits of SAV in the 
Chesapeake Bay. Achieve and sustain the ultimate 
outcome of 185,000 acres of SAV Bay-wide necessary for 
a restored Bay. Progress toward this ultimate outcome 
will be measured against a target of 90,000 acres by 2017 
and 130,000 acres by 2025. 

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…



What is our Progress?

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abund

ant-life/sav

2023 SAV #s

2017 goal = 90,000 acres

2025 goal = 130,000 acres

Ultimate goal = 185,000 acres

FINAL SAV #s were up in 2023:
• 79,716 acres were mapped in 2023.
• 3,703 additional acres of SAV are estimated for a 

portion of the Potomac that was not mapped. 
• 83,419 total acres of SAV estimated for 2023(+8%). 
• This is 61% of the 2025 target and 45% of the 

ultimate 185,000-acre outcome.

https://www.vims.edu/research/units/progra

ms/sav/access/maps/index.php

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/sav
https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/sav
https://www.vims.edu/research/units/programs/sav/access/maps/index.php
https://www.vims.edu/research/units/programs/sav/access/maps/index.php
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Shallow Water Habitat Sentinel Site 
Program Development ; 
Contracted to Green Fin Studios!

GIT-Funded Project Schedule:



Protecting Chesapeake Bay SAV Given Changing 
Hydrologic Conditions: Priority SAV Area 
Identification and Solutions Development

Project Objective

This project will identify high-priority SAV areas within the 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed and determine which BMPs could 

be most effective in protecting those areas from loss during 

high-flow events/years using GIS spatial analysis/modeling and 

existing SAV, flow, land-use, and water quality data. With this 

information, steps can be taken to target high-priority SAV areas 

for implementation of BMPs and land management policies that 

will protect or restore those priority SAV habitats.

2022 GIT-Funded Project

Lead: SAV Workgroup

UPDATE: Tetra Tech presenting today! 
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Contracted to: OpinionWorks

No new updates since OW presented at last meeting…

Advancing Social Marketing Through 

Two Pilot Programs – meeting schedule to 

review updates soon. 

Proposed Project Outcomes

This project is developing pilot programs for existing 

community-based social marketing (CBSM) campaigns 

that have been developed over the past few years, SAV 

being one.

2022 GIT-Funded Project

Lead: Comms Workgroup



Chesapeake Bay SAV Watchers Program 

www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com OR https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/monitoring/sav-monitoring-program

SAV Watcher Trainer Certification Events in 2025: 
Annapolis Maritime Musuem

Marshy Point Nature Center

St. Mary’s Watershed Association/SMCM

Virginia Commonwealth University/The Nature Center

VIMS, Others? 

http://www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com/


www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com OR https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/monitoring/sav-monitoring-program

SAV Watchers 
Newsletter 

Subscribe to our Newsletter here:

https://forms.gle/yYwkDPShvBjFCiby5

http://www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com/
https://forms.gle/yYwkDPShvBjFCiby5


Sites that will be installed and monitored in 2025:

• Severn River

• Susquehanna Flats

• Smith Island

• Marshy Creek 

• Dundee Creek

• St. Mary’s  

• VIMS sites

• CB- NERR sites

SAV Sentinel Site Program –
continuing in 2025! 

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/monitoring/sav-monitoring-program



SAV Data Dashboard 
is getting updated! 

Data Dashboard: https://gis.chesapeakebay.net/wdd

https://gis.chesapeakebay.net/wdd


SAV Outcome Assessment 
Special Session



SAV Mitigation and 
Monitoring Workshop



2025 Meeting Schedule

Winter Meeting: February 26th, 1-4pm

Spring Meeting: May 7th, 12-5pm

Summer Meeting: August 20th , 12-5pm

Fall Meeting: November 12th, 9-5pm

Mark Your 

Calendars*



SAV Workgroup Winter 2025 QUARTERLY MEETING 

Chesapeake Bay Program

Questions? 

Presentation template by SlidesCarnival.
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