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The History

• Original Panel was launched in 2011 and approved in 2013

• Established two types of BMPs:
– State-wide P reductions for all states, based on legislation status

• Phased out in 2016 and replaced by state-reported estimates of P-fertilizer 
application

– Individual BMPs for UNM Plans - High Risk & Low Risk



Revisiting UNM in 2025

Evaluate the effectiveness of state fertilizer 
legislation

Evaluate options and implications for 
providing nutrient reductions for large, 
non-fertilized lands

Evaluate potential approaches to streamline 
tracking, reporting, and verification of both 
individual urban nutrient management plans

Provide feedback on urban nutrient 
application and physical process simulation, 
including P export pathways, and P 
sensitivities



The Panel
• Membership solicited 

from USWG to represent 
states, local govs, and 
federal agencies

• Representation balanced 
with turfgrass specialists 
from academia

• Convened in September 
2024

• Held 7 meetings over the 
course of the year



BMP Tracking 
and Reporting



The “New” BMPs for Phase 7:

BMP #1: Urban Nutrient Management Plan With a Soil Test
BMP#2: Urban Nutrient Management Plan Without a Soil Test
BMP#3: Non-Fertilized Turfgrass

UNM Plan BMPs based on Rate, Timing, and Placement of Fertilization
Non-Fertilized Turf based on managed condition w/ clipping management 
practices



BMP #1: UNM Plan w/ a 
Soil Test
Plan written by a trained professional

Based on soil test analysis
Accredited lab
Minimum of P, K, and pH

Follows Core Best Practices for Rate, 
Timing, Location and Clipping 
Management

Appropriate for Certified Applicator 
Programs



BMP #2: UNM Plan 
without a Soil Test
Follows Core Best Practices for Rate, 
Timing, Location and Clipping 
Management

Lacks a soil test or formal plan 
developed by a trained professional 

Appropriate for Homeowner Pledge 
programs



BMP #3: Non-Fertilized Turfgrass

For properties effectively maintaining healthy 
turfgrass to reduce nutrient export without the use of 
fertilizer. 

Must be actively managed turf (not successional), 
often under a “mow-only” designation

There must contain a signed commitment by the 
owner/property manager that they intend to adhere 
to the clipping management practices:

 Turf must demonstrate absence of exposed soil (less 
than 15% exposed)



Non-Fertilized Land Explainer
Q: How are the eligible land uses simulated in P7 to ensure the Non-fertilized turfgrass 
BMP represents a change in management compared to the Pre-BMP condition? 

A. Every acre of the eligible land use categories for the UNM BMPs (turfgrass, tree canopy 
over turfgrass, and solar pervious) is assumed to receive fertilizer. The updated non-farm 
fertilizer application methodology takes the state-wide fertilizer nutrient mass and divides 
it by the state-wide turfgrass acres, plus solar pervious acres and construction acres, to 
determine the non-farm fertilizer application rate for each state.  



BMP Reporting Requirements
BMP Name: UNM w/ Soil Test, UNM without Soil Test, Non-Fertilized Turf

Acres: Number of acres of qualifying UNM plans or pledges 

Location: Approved NEIEN geographies: Latitude/Longitude of approximate 
centerpoint of acres; County, Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC12, HUC10, HUC8, HUC6, 
HUC4), State

Date of Implementation: Date the plan was written, pledge was signed, etc.

Land Use: Eligible land uses include Turfgrass, Tree Canopy Over Turfgrass, Solar 
Pervious (MS4, CSS, and Non-Regulated)



BMP Combinations

Q: Can you report other stormwater BMPs on the same acre covered by an urban 
nutrient management plan BMP?

Yes

Q: Can multiple UNM BMPs be combined on the same acre

No



BMP FAQ Odds and Ends
Q. When do these recommendations take effect, and can I still report the Phase 6 UNM 
BMPs?
A. These recommendations take effect in Phase 7 Model. Phase 6 UNM BMPs are still 
available for reporting until the Phase 6 Model is sunset. The new BMPs will also be made 
available as a “planning BMP” in Phase 6 CAST and included as draft in the appendix for 
use in planning scenarios.

Q. Following the transition to Phase 7, will states be required to go back and report the 
P7 UNM for their entire history?
A. No. In NEIEN, for annual progress reporting, the Phase 6 UNM BMPs (Low, Medium and 
High Risk) will map directly to the UNM Plan w/o a Soil Test Practice. Once the Phase 7 
model is officially adopted, states will no longer be able to report the Phase 6 practices.



Federal Reporting Templates & Getting Ahead

Federal reporting templates in CAST are not yet updated with these changes, because 
they do not take effect until Phase 7.

Some things to begin documenting:

• Name, contact information and locator data for the owner, and landscape 
manager/responsible entity

• System for maintaining signed commitment by the owner/property manager that 
they intend to adhere to the following clipping management practices
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