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ADAMS COUNTY TROUT UNLIMITED #323
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Knouse Foods Property - Conewago Creek k - 2 ¢ % Tlmellne

Butler Township - Adams County

<+ Late 2019 - Knouse Foods intents to sell property
< Early 2020 - Conewago Access Partners form

*» Rick Franzese, Jerry Gladfelter. Richard Lewis, Bob Kreiger, Gary Perry, and
Dave Swope

< Organizations that were teamed with ACTU included:
% ¢ Northern Virginia chapter of Trout Unlimited
<+ ¢ Adams County Conservation District
< e PAFish and Boat Commission
+ e Watershed Alliance of Adams County
«+» e Land Conservancy Of Adams County
< e Adams County Office of Planning and Development
< Late 2020, Partners start raising funds
< 2021 - Partners raise over $430,000
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Legend — \ ) : '/ i A : < December 30, 2021 - PA Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) acquires the property
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Timeli
1 e lne Settlement Sarah
Task 1 Phase | ESA 100% 10/15/21
< May 2022 - ACTU and PFBC 25-year lease agreement and 10-year Task2 Boundary Survey w006 topn 0 e =
o o Task3 Agency Review of Boundary Sur 100%  10/10/21 11/30/21 ecoceTproy)
fishing easement agreements — e — e Taskt rhousmete | EmoT
) ) ) iy e Tas2 GuestSpeaker nvitation st 1006 2 s
< August 2022 - 10-car parking lot completed entirely with donated L pn e e o o B ., Swethermrmone | i04 | snum saym
materials, equipment, and labor. prac greement acrupersc Taska Invtatons 006 spym spam
) 5 Taskt Lease Agreement Tems Accepted | 100K 127121 4/1s/2 Tasks Community Amouncement | 100K | 10/1/22  10/15/22
<+ Early 2023, South Mountain Partnership grant for $13,200 awarded Tas2 Commissioners Approve Agreement | 1008 as/2  afzsi2 Tk Ceremony 006 w0p/2 102
Task3 Attorney Gen. Approves Agreement  100%  4/28/22  5/13/22  PFBC/Neighboring Properties JACT)
» 60-foot-long mud sill Acces Roadand Parking actu Task RogersproperySgnage doow  8f/z2 /2
. X X Tast SharatPot Plan Preparation | 1008 12720721 124122 Tz Remave Tree stand om0 w0z
»> 900-yard nature trail with three teaching stations. Task2a prac Review W% vam m Task3 Post No HuntingSigns 006 op/m oo
. e e —— [T Fundraising for Phase i ac
> 300 native trees and shrubs Task2c Driveway permit w0k sz s/ Task1 SMP MinkGrant Application | 100% | 6/20/22  7/29/22
. . . Task3 Tax Exempt Certificate 100% ym a2 Task2 Grant Award 100% 9/30/22  9/30/22
» Invasive plant species removed on five acres. Taska By w006 apom e Recreatonal Design Acrujersc
. Tasks. Ground Breaking Ceremony 100% 8/1/22 8/22/22 Task1 PFBC Requirements 100% 11/29/22 1/28/23
<+ September 2023 - PATU Best Chapter Project Award 6 o gE g Task2 Develop Conceptusl lan 0% s s
o . Task 7 Gate Installation 100% 917/22  10/8/22 Recreational Construction ACTU
<+ April 2024 - Governor's Environmental Excellence Award 0 P ERRE 10252 10723022 Task1 Obtain ids, As Needed )
. . Task2 Plant Trees 00%  3/19/23
<+ July 2024 - PFBC stream restoration on upper FFOCRO section Tasks Equipment and Materials Acquison| 1006 5/1/23
Task4 Equipment Rental/Schedule 100% s/1/23
Task 5. Signup Volunteers. 100% 5/21/23
Task6 Clear Walking Trails 100% 1/2/23
Task7 Construct Teaching Stations. 100% 8/26/23
Task 8 Install Stream Devices 100% 8/26/23
Public Announcement and Opening.
Task1 100% 9/30/23

Prepare Public Announcement
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. car PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources | Jack J. Riley
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Torren Ecker, State Rep.
Adrienne Capps, Vulcan Materials Company
Jim Martin, AC Commissioner

Jerry Gladfelter, ACTU Director
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Parking Lot Put To Good Use

South Mountain Partnership
Grant Activities

»60-foot-long mud sill in lower FFOCRO section

»900-yard nature trail with three teaching
stations.

»400 native trees and shrubs
»Invasive plant species removed on five acres.

m® SOUTH MOUNTAIN
S5 PARTNERSHIP

CONSERVATION NETWORK
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Project volunteer hours -
795
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Trees for Streams! Invasive Species

Invasive species are plants or animals that are not.
Indigenous, or native toaparticulararea. These invaders.

s, growing o thick that even
deer had a hard time walking through the area.

As part of making this walking tai,the Adams County
of Trout Uniimited initiated a long. term
effort to eliminate the.
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re-populate area.

Identifying Trees ACTU Walking Trail
at the Conewago Creek
B The Adams County Chapter of Trout Unlimited
i has put in this 900 yard walking trail.
starts here at the field level, then drops
down o the flood plain/riparian zone. It loops
around back on tsel; with 3 educational stations.

o
‘The trailis marked with blue paint blazes,
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2024 Stream Improvement
Project - Conewago Creek

) Canewago Creek - Phase 1
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Collaborative Public, Private and Non-Profit Partnershlp Leads to
Land and Stream Preservation and Restoration in Adams County, PA

ne of the more notable, recent
achievements by TU in Pennsylvania,
and a perfect example of TU's
commitment to fishing, conservation and
community, is the permanent protection
of 58 acres of land along and adjacent
to Conewago Creek in Adams County.
This section of the creek, located in the
southcentral part of the state, is the only
“Special Trout Regulation Water” in Adams
County (i.e., restricted to catch and release,
fly-fishing only activity). The
an iconic, high-quality trout habitat, is
tributary to the Susquehanna River, which

In late 2019 the owner of the 58-acre
parcel, Knouse Feods Corporation, informed
ACTU and other environmental and conser-
vation-minded orglniuﬂms of its intent to
sell the property, which comprised undevel-
oped woodland and agricultural land, and
that abutted approximately one-half of the

County. Adams County Office of Planning
and Development.

Together, this team was known as the
Conewago Access Partners.

As plans to acquire the easement
progressed over the l’ullo'dng year and
public knowledge and encouragement of
the effort grew, strong support developed
among the partners for not simply acquiring.
an easement, but for seeking to preserve

sections of the creek, thereby formalizing
agreements which enable access to this entire
section of the creek going forward as well.
The first major project that ACTU
completed under the lease agreement was.
the construction of a 10-car parking lot,
including two handicapped spots, plus an
approach trail from the lot to the creek,
enabling greater access to the creek.
This project, which was estimated to cost
over $60,000, was completed in
August 2022, Importantly, the
construction project was com-
pleted at no cost to ACTU, as it
was funded entirely by generous
contributions of materials and
labor from supportive engineering
and construction businesses and
members of the local community.
But again, ACTU's volunteer
efforts regarding the Site didn't

PA FISH & BOAT COMMISS!
CONEWAGO CREEK
ZEIGLER MILL RD. ACCESS
420 ZEIGLER MILL RD

L to R: ACTU Secretary Jerry Gladfelter, ACTU Board
Member Rick Franzese, ACTU President Frank Kozak,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn, ACTU Board Member
Dave Swope, Department of Environmental Protection
Interim Acting Secretary Jessica Shirley, and
Pennsylvania Environmental Council President Tom
Gilbert
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