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Design/Layout updates
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What we are doing

Wetlands Restored
012:23,901 acres.
established « reestablished
watershed-wide
4 E Y Because wetlands filter water, pravent erusin
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 their acreage through restoration and
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esaments.
The Chesapeake Bay Program and
the Bay Watershed
The Chesapaake Bay & the largest estuary In North America. Its 64,000-square- Forest Buffers Planted
mile vaatershed spans parts of Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsyivania,
Virgnia and West Virgnia, and all of the District of Columbia. This productive 012 285 m"es phnted

estuary s home to more than 3,600 species of plants and animaks
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A New Watershed
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Reducing Pollution

Communities and leaders across the watershed have made great strides In redudng the
pollution they are sending into rivers and strearms. Computer simulations of thousands of
pollution control measures show kocal, state and federal Bay Program partners have achieved

between a quarter and a third of their 2025 polution reduction goals.

Polution koads decrease whan our land-besad actions Improve. Towns and dities can make
treatment plants or “green” roofs, sidewaks and

upgrades to
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the continued evclution of the Bay ecosysten Wiha new
5 Chesapeale Bay Watershad Agresment.
This n2w plan for collaboration wil Tartheroar gaal o

effortsinto the future.
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parking kots to better capture stormwater runoff. Homeowners can Install rain gardens or
plant big trees 1o boost forest cover In their neighborhoods. Farmers can protect streams from
Ivestock, plant cover cops to hold sof In place and use just the right amounts of fertilizers to

grow zbundant crops.

Total Pollution Loads to the Bay
Inmilllons of pounds/year (Simulated)

Phosphorus

played an important role In the reglon's culture, economy and| R
remains an important recreational and economic resource. Lﬁ
The Chesapeake Bay Program works to advance sdence, pol A T 3
3cross the watarshed. Bay Program partners have reduced poll 5 e =
land and wiater habitats and Improved the management and rf = =
critical Bay fishertes. Partners have dso supported the federal =
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There Is often a delay between when . E 40
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Fresh Water Flow/Nutrient and Sediment Loads
Condtions In the Bayvary each yaar based on the quantities of frech water
from rain and snowfal that flow down its rivers and streams. Inwet years.
with high fresh water river flow, more polution & camied downstraam to the
Bay, while dry years result In lower flow of frash water and fewar pallutants in
the waters. Thacharts offzred this year show the dramatic dffarance weather
condtions can have on pollutants reaching the man Bay.

‘While 2011 was one of the five wettest years on recond, 2012 was doser
0 average resulting In much less nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment In our
natars.,

Population - Increasing

The hedth of our waters & drecthy Iinked to how we [ve and use the land.
As the watershads population continues to rse, our homes, commenda
ceniters and roads expard. Whille natural areas lke forests and wetlands have
a positive ffect on the Bays health, these developed lands often poluts local
rivers ard streams. By 2030, experts pradict the watarshed's populstion wil
reach 20 millon. Smart growth and land conservation are aitical to balandng
the pressures of a rising population.

Rainfall and River Flow - Near Average
Each day, billiors of gallons of fresh water flow from backyands, streets, and
farms to rivers and streams and the Bay Annual amounts of “river flow” has
adirect impact on watarshed health: a5 rminfall and river fiow Incressa, more
pallution Is pushed Into the Bay. As they dacrease, pollutants can become
trappad In trbutaries, fueling algae growth and reducing water clarity.

while the past demdehasseen highly variable nver flow —from rcord

floodng ghts, 2012 sawa il fiow of 52 billon
gallons par day
Frinted on recyched

< Champanica Bay Program




Public Release To Include

* News conference call —12/2
 preceded by Media advisory

* News release — w/ links to images, data, videos

e Online

* Web story and webpage, Bay Brief,
Chesapeake Currents

e Social Media outlets




Key Messages Overall

1. Bay Barometer offers a public-friendly summary
of our findings and collaborative efforts for 2012
and in some cases 2013

1. chesapeakebay.net still provides all the data and
information we have always included in our printed
report in years past.

2. Lag times are an issue but long term data shows
most of our efforts are well-founded

3. We must continue to work at restoring and
conserving the Bay’s ecosystem’s resources AND
continue to track responses




Key Messages on Bay Barometer

1. Partners are hard at work to continue progress
and build resilience.

1. BB shows us the restoration data, the health data and
some places we are adapting our way of working
together based on science (point to illustration —
oyster news, striped bass news)

2. It takes time for results of our work to show up in
the measurement of the ecosystem’s health.

1. There will always be a lag time between putting our
restoration efforts in place and seeing improvements
in health of the Bay and watershed.




HEALTH message: lag times/sustainability/challenges

Examples

* Long-term pollution trends for total nitrogen and phosphorus pollution over
the last 25 years show decreases in these pollutants at most monitoring sites.

* Water Quality: new method for tracking how well we’re meeting water quality
standards

— Brings our tracking in line with how DE, DC, MD & VA report their w.g. info

— Tracking all indicators (DO, SAV/clarity, Chl a) by segment will ultimately
allow our scientists to better monitor the Bay’s water quality at a more
local scale.

* Crabs: crab numbers are up for 2012 — good abundance that is between our
target and the level at which we’d consider the fishery “overfished”

* Toxics: increased since 2010; cause for concern — % of analyzed tidal waters
show chemical contaminants

— We must make better decisions at local and regional levels about how to
s/ manage growth and meet people’s needs.




RESTORATION: Key Messages

1. Partners continue to make progress and results are
visible and tangible.

Examples: CBP Partners:

e opened 34 more miles of streams to migrating fish
- an anticipated dam removal will open 40 more miles on Patapsco

e increased 285 miles of forest buffers

— Note for MB: Buffer restoration trends re down from former highs
due to federal funding challenges to CREP; this is a potential
challenge to jurisdictions that consider forest buffers as major

way to meet nutrient reductions - —
* created 18 new public access sites cﬁfgrgt -
-~ Achieved

* reduced pollution from nutrients & sediment 2009-2012

Nitrogen 25%
& Phosphorus 27%
! Sediment 32%




educing Pollution
Communities and leaders across the watershed have made great strides In radudng the
pollution they are sending Into rivers and streams. Computer simulations of thousands of
pollution control measures show local, state and federal Bay Program partners have achieved
between a quarter and a third of their 2025 polution reduction goals.

Polution loads deaeasa when our land-basad actions Improve. Towns and dties can miake
technological upgrades to wastewater treatment plants or “green” roofs, sidewaks and
parking lots to better capture stommmwater runoff. Homeowners can Install rain gardens or
plant big trees 1o boost forest cover In their neighborhoods. Farmers can protect streams from
Ivestock, plant cover aops to hold sof In place and use just the right amounts of fertilizers to
grow zbundant crops.

Total Pollutlon Loads to the Bay
Inmiillons of pounds/year (Simulated)

Phosphorus Sediment
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