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Design/Layout updates 

• Summarizes 2012/13 
data updates already 
done 

• Public Friendly 

• Concise 

• New:  

– At A Glance summary 

– Icons for indicators 

• Simple, clear 

• Will be integrated 
into web 
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Public Release To Include 

• News conference call – 12/2 
•  preceded by Media advisory 

 

• News release – w/ links to images, data, videos 
 

• Online 

• Web story and webpage, Bay Brief, 
Chesapeake Currents 

• Social Media outlets 
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Key Messages Overall  

1. Bay Barometer offers a  public-friendly summary 
of our findings and collaborative efforts for 2012 
and in some cases 2013 

1. chesapeakebay.net still provides all the data and 
information we have always included in our printed 
report in years past. 

2. Lag times are an issue but long term data shows 
most of our efforts are well-founded 

3. We must continue to work at restoring and 
conserving the Bay’s ecosystem’s resources AND 
continue to track responses 
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1. Partners are hard at work to continue progress 
and build resilience. 

1. BB shows us the restoration data, the health data and 
some places we are adapting our way of working 
together based on science (point to illustration – 
oyster news, striped bass news) 

2. It takes time for results of our work to show up in 
the measurement of the ecosystem’s health.  

1. There will always be a lag time between putting our 
restoration efforts in place and seeing improvements 
in health of the Bay and watershed.  
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Key Messages on Bay Barometer  



HEALTH message:  lag times/sustainability/challenges 

Examples 

• Long-term pollution trends for total nitrogen and phosphorus pollution over 
the last 25 years show decreases in these pollutants at most monitoring sites.  

• Water Quality: new method for tracking how well we’re meeting water quality 
standards 

– Brings our tracking in line with how DE, DC, MD & VA report their w.q. info 

– Tracking all indicators (DO, SAV/clarity, Chl a) by segment  will ultimately 
allow our scientists to better monitor the Bay’s water quality at a more 
local scale.    

• Crabs: crab numbers are up for 2012 – good abundance that is between our 
target and the level at which we’d consider the fishery “overfished” 

• Toxics:  increased since 2010; cause for concern – ¾ of analyzed tidal waters 
show chemical contaminants 

– We must make better decisions at local and regional levels about how to 
manage growth and meet people’s needs.  
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RESTORATION: Key Messages 

1. Partners continue to make progress and results are 
visible and tangible.   

Examples:   CBP Partners:  

• opened 34 more miles of streams to migrating fish 

  - an anticipated dam removal will open 40 more miles on Patapsco 

• increased  285 miles of forest buffers 

– Note for MB: Buffer restoration trends re down from former highs 
due to federal funding challenges to CREP; this is a potential 
challenge to jurisdictions that consider forest buffers as major 
way to meet nutrient reductions 

• created 18 new public access sites 

• reduced pollution from nutrients & sediment  
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