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Flathead catfish 
Pylodictis olivaris

Blue catfish 
Ictalurus furcatus

Introduced 1965-1970 1970s and 1980s

Large native range a a

Long life span a a

Environmental tolerance a a

Broad diet a

Fast growth a

High fecundity a

Large body size a a
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Invasive Catfish Task Force

Established in 2012 by the Sustainable 
Fisheries Goal Implementation Team 
(Fisheries GIT) of the Chesapeake Bay 
Program

Tasked to recommend management 
strategies and actions that could be applied 
Bay-wide to respond to the spread of invasive 
Blue and Flathead catfish populations in the 
Chesapeake Bay

Report produced in 2014 with specific 
recommendations



Task Force Objectives
1. To slow and reduce the spread of and invasive catfishes populations into currently 

uninhabited waters; 

2. To minimize the ecological impacts of invasive catfishes on native species;

3. To promote a large-scale fishery to significantly reduce abundance of invasive 
catfishes populations and provide economic benefits to the region;  

4. To increase outreach and education to improve public awareness that Blue and 
Flathead catfishes are not native and pose a risk to native species and to continue 
to lessen the probability of unauthorized introductions into other water bodies in 
the Bay watershed.



















Next Steps?
What do we hope to accomplish at this meeting?

What will managers do with information shared?

What data gaps need attention?


