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Technical Support Resources

• Quality Assurance Project Plans – Tier 1 & 2
• Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) – Tier 1 & 2
• User-friendly Methods Manuals
• Indicator Fact Sheets
• Prioritization Report: How volunteer and 

nontraditional monitoring can help fill data gaps in 
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed

Let’s take a quick look!
Photos courtesy of the Chesapeake Bay Program
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User Friendly Method Manuals
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Technical Support Services

• Study Design Workshops
• Water Quality and Benthic Macroinvertebrate 

Monitoring Trainings, Certifications, and Re-certs
• Benthic Macroinvertebrate Order Level Identification
• Equipment and Equipment Suggestions
• QA trouble shooting
• Data Interpretation and Report Card Workshops
• Data Verification & Quality Control
• Support for Data Cleaning and Data Uploads
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On Boarding

New Monitoring Groups – the CMC service provider works 
with each group to conduct a Study Design workshop, Training 
workshops and equipment selection.

OR

Existing Monitoring Groups – the CMC service provider works 
with each group to review current quality assurance and 
standard operating procedures to determine Tier level.
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• Study Design Workshops
– 6 completed

• Water Quality Monitoring 
Training
– 11 completed 

• Macroinvertebrate Training
– 11 completed 

• Data Interpretation 
Workshops
– 2 completed

Where we are now
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Where we are now
• ALLARM (Umbrella Group)
• ACB (Umbrella Group)
• IWLA (Umbrella Group)
• Chesapeake Bay Foundation
• Chesterfield WaterTrends
• Henrico Area Water Quality 

Samplers
• James River Association
• Nanticoke Watershed Alliance
• Peninsula Chapter Master 

Naturalists
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Tier III Groups
• Nanticoke watershed alliance 

is the first approved Tier III 
Group. 

• BlueWater Baltimore is next in 
line.

• Next up, South River 
Federation and MDE shellfish 
sampling. 

Where we are now
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Data Interpretation Manual

• Data Interpretation:
– Explaining what your data 

means
– Kinds of Data
– Accuracy and Precision
– Cleaning Your Data
– Statistics
– Data Tables
– Graphs
– Figures
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Data Interpretation Manual

• Data Synthesis:
– Visualizing and storytelling
– Data Visualization
– Report Cards
– Tidal Indicators
– Nontidal Indicators
– Data Cleaning
– Communicating Science 

Effectively
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Data Interpretation Workshop

• Future Updates to Manual and the workshops
• Assisting groups with their data and science 

communication work
• Education and communication goals
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What’s Next

• CMC Data Explorer
– Benthic Data
– Public-facing data access

• Ongoing work to align benthic data with the needs 
of the Chessie BIBI

• Ongoing trainings
• Data Interpretation workshop improvements
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Credit: Chesapeake Bay Program
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