
Efforts of State Coastal Programs  
to Support Chesapeake Bay  

Water Quality Goals 
 

John Kuriawa, NOAA 



Overview 
• Introduction to the CZMA and State Coastal 

Programs 

• Maryland water quality initiatives: 
– Trust Fund / BMP Targeting  
– Innovative Technology Fund 
– Watershed Assistance Collaborative 

• Virginia water quality initiatives: 
– Incentivizing Voluntary BMPs 
– Redevelopment as a TMDL Strategy 
– Policy and Planning Guidance / Technical Assistance 

 

 



• Voluntary partnership program between the 
federal government and coastal states and 
territories 

• Authorized by the Coastal Zone Management Act 
(CZMA) of 1972 

• Comprehensive approach to coastal resource 
management using enforceable policies, 
coordination, and planning 

• Balancing act between coastal resource use, 
economic development, and conservation 

National CZM Program 



Program Goals 

• Preserve, protect, and develop the nation’s 
coastal resources 

• Resolve conflicts among competing users   

• Develop, approve and use comprehensive state 
management programs  

• Improve cooperation and coordination among 
federal, state, and local governments  

• Encourage public participation  



CZMA “Enhancement Areas” 
 Focus Areas for Policy Changes 

1. Public Access 

2. Wetlands 

3. Coastal Hazards 

4. Energy Facility Siting 

5. Ocean Governance 

6. Special Area Management Plans (SAMPs) 

7. Cumulative and Secondary Impacts (Water Quality) 

8. Marine Debris 

9. Aquaculture 



Allocation of CZMA Funds Nationally 























CBP/GIT Connections  
• Promoting better land use: 

– Coastal smart growth incorporating resilience 
– Blue-green infrastructure planning 

• CWA/TMDLs – focus on development of state-specific 
planning assistance, education, and collaboration 

• Pollution - Marine debris reduction  
• Habitat loss - Land acquisition and conservation 
• Shoreline erosion - Living shorelines 
• Public access – New sites and water trails 
• Climate change  - Vulnerability assessments and 

adaptation plans 
• Fisheries declines - Oyster protection and restoration 



NOAA’s Coastal Office 
 

• Administers the National CMP and the National Estuarine 
Research Reserve System (NERRs) 

• Approves State Programs and changes to the programs 
• Negotiates annual work plans/grants with the states 
• Conducts evaluations of State CMPs and NERRs 
• Formulates national coastal and ocean policy 
• Provides management & technical assistance to all CZMA 

stakeholders 
• Mediates disputes between states and federal agencies 
• Provides training, geospatial tools, facilitation, and other 

services to partners 



State Coastal Programs  
 

• Implement Federally-approved Management Programs 
using ~ $2.5M annually (VA/MD), ~ $1.2M (DE) 

• Establish and enforce state policies through federal 
consistency  

• Coordinate with other state agencies & local governments 

• Ensure public involvement 

• Assess and update Management Programs 

• Identify gaps and emerging issues 

• Develop Best Management Practices and inform national 
policies 

 



Maryland and Virginia Water 
Quality Initiatives 



Contact 
• John Kuriawa 

 
– 410.267.5668 

– John.kuriawa@noaa.gov 

– Located at the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office 
in Annapolis 

mailto:John.kuriawa@noaa.gov
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